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UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR TRADE FACILITATION AND ELECTRONIC BUSINESS (UN/CEFACT)

COMMENTS AND REQUEST FOR SPECIFIED DOCUMENT AMENDMENTS

REGARDING: ECE/TRADE/C/CEFACT/2009/18
Informal Note submitted by the German Delegation
With reference to the following paragraph 13 (page 9, line 6):
“13.
(…). Some of the techniques being reviewed include the “BIM Approach”, which is not an approved UN/CEFACT standard or methodology.”
ECE/TRADE/C/CEFACT/2009/MISC.3

A. GERMAN STATEMENT
1.
It should be noted that the Master Document Approach is an ISO (ISO 6422) and UN/CEFACT (UN Recommendation 1) approved methodology which has been successfully implemented for more than forty years. The 2002 CEFACT Plenary adopted document ECE/TRADE/270 is an informative Annex to UN Recommendation 1 which contains the definition of a master document:
“Master: document prepared for the purpose of producing other documents, by duplicating or copying its data, completely or in relevant parts (ECE)”. [Note: The UNECE definition of a document is independent of whether or not it is in a paper or electronic format.]

2.
A Business Information Master (BIM) is a master document where the Core Component naming rules are used. 

3.
A master document allows the faster, cheaper and more consistent development of sets of related documents which can ensure maximum consistency between the data elements and building blocks across a sequence of documents exchanged within a business or administrative process such as between enquiry, quotation, purchase order, order confirmation documents. 

4.
The concept of master documents is widely adopted - by other SDOs, by application vendors, e.g. to the best of our knowledge all vendors which participated actively in the UNeDocs project, and also by middleware system providers (e.g. OAGi under the name canonical files) - as this can provide technical and competitive advantages and save costs.
5.
The Master Document methodology applies both for paper and electronic documents. It allows to standardize the still almost paper based international trade. Germany expresses a concern that upcoming technologies might not reflect sufficiently the need to bridge between paper and electronic documents.

6.
Currently CEFACT’s syntax neutral documents are not based on any methodology standard how to keep consistency during the development phase between the documents of a work flow. Germany hopes that the long awaited Core Component Message Assembly (CCMA) standard will integrate the concepts of already approved CEFACT methodologies like the Document Master or update the latter in parallel.
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