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UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR TRADE FACILITATION AND ELECTRONIC BUSINESS (UN/CEFACT)

COMMENTS AND REQUEST FOR

SPECIFIED DOCUMENT AMENDMENTS REGARDING:

ECE/TRADE/C/CEFACT/2009/18 WITH REFERENCE TO UNEDOCS IPR
Informal Note submitted by the German Delegation
1.
The UNeDocs project deliverables, minutes, comment logs, email exchanges and document archives have been removed from the CEFACT website and as a result the Business Permanent Goup TBG approved project deliverables are not available from any CEFACT website. 

2.
This raises the important questions of

(a)
whether or not the project deliverables remain under the ODP, and

(b)
whether or not they are still subject to the UN/CEFACT IPR rules?
3.
Before their recent removal from the CEFACT website all these ODP project artefacts were openly and freely available to any interested party thereby providing an even playing field for implementers as per normal UN practice.

4.
However, if the CEFACT IPR no longer applies then Germany is concerned that any current implementers are using deliverables which benefited from earlier donor contributions and which might now be subject to the IPR status of the former donors. 

5.
Also there is a concern that the early implementers will gain unfair advantage over competitors who cannot now gain the free access to the project deliverables and contributions which the earlier implementers enjoyed.
6.
Finally the question should be answered whether documents and other data can be called UNeDocs which are not based on a publically available UN/CEFACT deliverable and secondly not available on a for free basis?
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