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1. Introduction
The Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (AFACT) is working jointly with economies and member countries such us Australia, Chinese Taipei, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Peoples Republic of China, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam etc. for the promotion of Electronic Commerce (EC) and Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) in the region. The subject of Trade Facilitation (TF) and e-Business (eB) in the Asia Pacific region is gaining considerable momentum and the last year was quite eventful. The issues and the activities addressed by this institution during that period as well as related developments have been integrated into this paper.

2. AFACT led developments 

2.1  
21st AFACT meeting at Karachi, Pakistan
The 21st AFACT meeting as well as the EDICOM conference/exhibition on EC/EDI were held in Karachi, Pakistan, on 12-14 January 2004 and 15-16 January 2004 respectively. The Steering Committee meeting took place on 11 January 2004 just before these events.

Around 100 participants from Chinese Taipei, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand participated in the meeting. However, Australia, Mongolia, People’s Republic of China, Vietnam and Philippines could not participate. 

The joint working group meetings for the various groups were held on 12-13 January 2004. During the first meeting of the Working Group on the Business Collaboration Framework (BCF), various modes  of cooperation for joint projects in member countries were examined. The joint project w.r.t e-certificate of origin was also discussed.

The Plenary session took place on 14 January 2004. The following issues were raised:

· The proposal for the restructuring of AFACT was discussed and it was decided to merge the Purchase and e-Commerce Working Group with the Supply Chain Working Group, in view of the common scope of both groups.  

· The proposal for a Study on e-Measurement in member countries was discussed and it was decided to present a detailed proposal at the next Steering Committee Meeting in Singapore.

· The venue and dates for the 22nd AFACT meeting and EDICOM 2004 were announced. These events will take place in Singapore on 20 – 23 September 2004.

· Vietnam has confirmed that they will host the 23rd AFACT meetings in 2005.

· The EDICOM conference was organized on 15-16 January 2004. Its main focus was e-business. A large number of companies participated in the exhibition.

2.2 Web update and hyperlinking

The new website for AFACT:  http://www.afact.org has been set up. It contains links to member countries’ websites and provides information related to Electronic Business (eB)/ Electronic Commerce (eC) Standard and Trade Facilitation (TF) issues and their status, the calendar of events etc.  All relevant meeting documents can also be downloaded.

2.3 Virtual meetings

All the working groups are encouraged to conduct virtual meetings so as to continuously interact with members on the issues to be followed up after the regular meetings. The SWG/AFACT held virtual meetings from 27th May – 30th June 2003 at http://www.itnet.org.tw/afact-swg. All participants were requested to share the information and discuss the related issues.

2.4 eAsia Awards

The AFACT secretariat has taken an initiative to start eAsia Awards. The eASIA Award campaign aims at promoting mutual inspiration and experience sharing on electronic business and trade facilitation in the Asia Pacific Region. 
The objectives of the award program are:

· To reinforce AFACT’s mission of promoting the application of UN/CEFACT standards and recommendations in business, trade and administrative organizations, as well as cooperation amongst members;

· To strongly promote electronic business and trade facilitation implementation in the Asia Pacific Region;

· To enhance the efficiency of information technology used in the business and public service environment. 
The eAsia Week 2003 took place in Chinese Taipei on 13-18 October 2003. The high point of the event was the announcement of eAsia Awards in three categories, i.e. Trade Facilitation, eBusiness in the public sector and eBusiness in the private sector. The award winning projects were as follows:

Trade Facilitation (by country order)
· Facilitating Cross-Border Paperless Trading and Customs Clearance, Trade-Van Information Service Co. (Chinese Taipei)

· WAVE, Waterfront Vitalitaion and Environment Research Center,

             Port EDI- Port Electronic Data Interchange System  (Japan)

· Korea e-Trade Hub Project,

KTNET (Korea)

· TradeNet,

CrimsonLogic Pte. Ltd. (Singapore)

eBusiness in the Private Sector

· Hua-Nan Venus Plan-Global eFinancial Services,

Hua-Nan Commercial Bank Ltd. (Taiwan, Province of China)

· Global Supply Chain Community Service – viaHub,

ECRC, III(Institute for Information Industry) (Taiwan, Province of China)

· Solme B2Bi Suite for ebxML Development,

InnoDigital Co., Ltd. (Korea)

eBusiness in the Public Sector
· The eBusiness Project: for the IT and other Major Manufacturing Industries,

Ministry of Economic Affairs, (Taiwan, Province of China)

· The Electronic Filing System,

The Supreme Court, Singapore (Singapore)

· e-Revenue Strategies: A revolution in Tax Administration,

Revenue Department, Ministry of Finance, (Thailand)

Mr. Kenji Itoh (Vice Chair UN/CEFACT) was awarded a Special Honorary Award in recognition of his outstanding services in the promotion of AFACT and its activities in the Asia Pacific Region.

The eAsia Week included the eAsia Forum and the eAsia Expo as well as the eAsia award celebrations in which a good number of organisations across the Asia Pacific region participated. 

3.0 
Other initiatives in the region

3.1 The Pan-Asian e-Commerce Alliance

The Pan-Asian e-Commerce Alliance (PAA) held its 11th Steering Committee meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, for the first time on 20-21 February 2003. Hosted by alliance member Dagang Net Technologies Sdn Bhd (DNT), the meeting was attended by Tradelink, CrimsonLogic, CIECC, KTNET, Trade-Van, TEDI Club, DNT and the alliance’s newest member, TEDMEV. Representatives from EDI Indonesia attended the meeting as observers. Members were informed that substantial progress had been made in the pilots for the PAA Secure Cross Border Transaction Service.

3.2 
GEPIR (Global EAN.UCC Party Information Register):

The GEPIR (Global EAN.UCC Party Information Register) an XML based registry is operated by EAN member organisations. With the growing acceptance and usage of the service,  and in order to decide on future strategy, a GEPIR meeting was held on 20-21 January 2003 at New Delhi, India. Fifteen participants joined from all over the world including Switzerland, Turkey, Russia, France, Sweden, India, Germany, Italy, Croatia, Sweden, and Iran. The agenda of the meeting included the finalization of Version 3 of the Specification Draft, the preparation of the GEPIR Business Plan, whitepaper, connecting GEPIR to UDDI and detailed discussion on the overall architecture.
3.3 
The UN/CEFACT delegation’s  visit to the Asian e-Business community

A senior delegation of UN/CEFACT Steering Group members visited the Asian e-Business community, ahead of the UN/CEFACT Forum meeting in Seoul. The delegation, consisting of Ray Walker (Chair, UN/CEFACT Steering Group), Kenji Itoh (Vice Chair UN/CEFACT), Klaus-Dieter Naujok (Chair, UN/CEFACT Technologies and Methodologies Group) and Dave Welsh (Chair, UN/CEFACT Business Process Work Group), visited six countries and explained how UN/CEFACT is organized and how its Business Collaboration Framework (BCF) delivers an e-Business driven technology vision.

The visit started in Taipei and continued with Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong, Tokyo and Seoul. The UN/CEFACT delegation met leaders in government, industry, and academia who are developing e-Business and trade facilitation standards for Asia.

3.4  
Third International Forum and BCF Group

At the UN/CEFACT Forum meeting in Seoul held on 15-17 September 2003, participants from the Asian region decided to submit to the AFACT Steering Committee a recommendation for the creation of a Business Collaboration Framework (BCF) group for their region. The draft terms of reference included initiating and guiding implementation projects within and between AFACT members, and communication and promotion.

3.5 ebXML Asia Committee

The 6th ebXML Asia Committee meeting was held in Tokyo on 18 – 19 July 2002. The ebXML Asia Committee, jointly initiated by KIEC (Korea Institute for Electronic Commerce), ECOM (Electronic Commerce Promotion Council of Japan) and TCA (Taipei Computer Association) is the congregation of eC/eB experts mandated to spread ebXML in the Asian region. The goal of the ebXML Asia Committee is to promote ebXML implementation for facilitating e-business in the Asian Region, in order to enable a global electronic marketplace where enterprises of any size and in any geographical location can meet and conduct business with each other through the exchange of XML based messages. KIEC (Korea Institute for Electronic Commerce) shall operate as secretariat. 

The ebXML Asia Committee conducted a first online interoperability test between 8 and 9 October 2003 and a second online test between 12 and 14 November, 2003. The committee has also issued an ebXML  interoperability certification on ebXML Message Service specification 2.0, including basic functions and reliable messaging for 12 companies and organizations which passed the interoperability test. Interoperability is one of the key issues for realizing Internet based B2B eBusiness using multi- vendor implementations, even across countries. 

The 10th meeting of the ebXML Asia Committee was held in Okinawa, Japan, on 4-6 December 2003.
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