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Liaisons

External Liaisons Status

TBG1 Supply Chain Product Data BP Modeling and Core Components X12H Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Scheduling Cycle Eurofer Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Shipping Cycle Eurofer Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Quotation Process Eurofer Project proposal & status requested

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Purchase Order Process Eurofer Project proposal & status requested

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Sales List Process Eurofer Project proposal & status requested

TBG1 Supply Chain Steel Industry Order Status Process Eurofer Project proposal & status requested

TBG1 Supply Chain Supply Chain BP Modeling and Core Components EAN.UCC Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

Combined project proposal requested

TBG1 Supply Chain Customer Switching in the Energy Industry ebIX Project proposal & status requested

TBG1 Supply Chain

Material Safety Data Sheet BP models & Class Diagrams

X12H, EAN.UCC & 

CIDX

Approved Bonn March 2004 - In progress

TBG1 Supply Chain Invoice Process BP models & Class Diagrams eBes/EEG1 Approved Bonn March 2004 - In progress

TBG1 Supply Chain eCatalog Product Data ebXML Transactions TBG6 EAN.UCC Project proposal requested. Project moved to 

TBG1 Bonn March 2004 but to be run jointly 

with TBG6 - In progress

TBG3 Transportation & Logistics Transport BP Modeling UBL EAN.UCC TC204 Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

TBG3 Transportation & Logistics Transport Core Components UBL EAN.UCC TC205 Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

TBG4 Customs Customs Core Components and BP Modeling WCO Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG5 Finance  Financial Business Process Modeling & Core Component Task Force SWIFT X12F TC68 

ECBS

Approved ebTWG - In progress

TBG6 Architecture & Construction  AEC Core Components Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG6 Architecture & Construction  e-Tendering ebXML Standards Project TBG1 EAN.UCC Approved Barcelona EWG. Became joint 

project with TBG1 Bonn March 2004 - In 

progress

TBG6 Architecture & Construction  e-procurement ebXML transactions TBG1 Approved Barcelona EWG - On hold

Project proposal requested

TBG7 Statistics Collection & 

Reporting 

EU INSTAT Intrastat reporting BP modelling and XML Schema 

(external liaison)

ATG & 

TBG4

EUROSTAT, 

CEN/ISSS, TBG4

Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG8 Insurance  Insurance Data Dictionary & Core Components ACORD CSIO EEG7 Approved ebTWG - In progress

TBG9 Travel, Tourism and Leisure  TT&L Core Components OTA Approved ebTWG - In progress

TBG11 Social  Services SS Social Security Core Components Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG11 Social  Services SS Standardization of XML -  Acknowledgement and Control 

Requirements

Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG11 Social  Services SS Standardization of XML - Signing and Security Requirements Approved Barcelona EWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG12 Accounting & Audit A&A Core Components XBRL Approved ebTWG - On hold

TBG13 Environmental Environmental - Waste Disposal Project CEC NAFTA EUDIN Approved Geneva - In progress

TBG14 Business Process Analysis BP Catalog - Test of concept Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG14 Business Process Analysis Catalog Project Approved San Diego - In progress

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - Development of Single Window Recommendation All TBG 

WGs

Approved ITPWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - Performance Measurement of TF Measures Approved ITPWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - Update of Recommendation 12 (Legal issues in maritime 

transport)

World Bank, UNCTAD Approved ITPWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - Electronic Signature Approved ITPWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - Guide on Trade Facilitation Approved ITPWG - In progress

Project proposal requested

TBG15 International Trade Procedures ITPWG - eCert - XML Standards for Sanitary & Phytosanitary 

Certificates

EU, SITPRO, AU/NZ, 

EUROPRO

Approved San Diego - In progress

Updated project proposal document approved 

Sept 2003 

TBG15 International Trade Procedures International Trade Facilitation Model Approved Bonn March 2004 - In progress

TBG15 International Trade Procedures International Trade Security Model WCO, SITPRO, 

UneDocs, eTIR

Approved Bonn March 2004 - In progress

TBG17 Harmonisation Business Process and Core Components Harmonisation OAG TC154 OASIS 

UBL

Approved ebTWG - In progress
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REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND BUSINESS  PROCESSES GROUP (TBG)
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Submitted by the Chairman of the UN/CEFACT TBG *
* This document is submitted to the tenth session of UN/CEFACT for information. It has been processed without any formal editing. It is submitted to the Plenary for information.

REPORT TO THE UN/CEFACT PLENARY

1. General

1. The purpose of the International Trade and Business Processes Group (TBG) is to be responsible for the simplification of international trade procedures, business and governmental process analysis, and best practices, using the UN/CEFACT Modelling Methodology where appropriate, to support the development of trade facilitation and electronic business solutions.

2. The TBG convened during both of the UN/CEFACT Forums (September 2003 and March 2004). 

3. The TBG leadership consists of Mr. Ralph Berwanger (United States) Chairman, Ms. Sue Probert (United Kingdom) and Mr. Mike Doran (Switzerland) Vice Chairs.

4. There are 17 working groups within the TBG, with some 200 members. All the work plan of the former International Trade Procedures Working Group (ITPWG) was placed within TBG 15. The former Business Process Analysis Working Group (BPAWG) projects were assigned to TBG 14. The domain groups of the former EDIFACT Working Group (EWG) comprise 13 working groups following the merger of the previous Purchasing Working Group (TBG2) with the Material Management Working Group (TBG1) into a single Supply Chain Working Group, (TBG1). 

2. Guiding Documents

5. The TBG Mandate and Terms of Reference were approved during the UN/CEFACT Plenary in May 2003. 

3. Liaison

6. The TBG identified requirements to establish close liaison with various external activities. For example, the OASIS Universal Business Language (UBL) Technical Committee is making progress on the delivery of their technical specification. The components defined by UBL have been submitted to TBG17 for UBL harmonization through a formal TBG17 liaison. 

7. Technical Committee 204 (TC 204) of the Organization for International Standardization (ISO) is engaged in work similar to work being performed by the TBG Transport Working Group (TBG3). A liaison has been established between TC 204 and TBG3 with the objective of harmonizing their respective deliverables.

8. The TBG has established liaison with the OASIS e-Government Technical Committee and will continue to promote UN/CEFACT as the primary provider of electronic business solutions for government.

4. Inter-group processes

9. The general workflow procedures between the Applied Technologies Group (ATG), the Information Content Management Group (ICG) and the TBG were completed during the March 2004 Forum. These procedures will ensure the timely processing of work items and publication of UN/CEFACT directories. 

5. Current Project Matrix

10. A matrix of all current and proposed TBG projects was updated during the March 2004 Forum. The matrix contains 38 projects. The Statistics, Collection, and Reporting Working Group (TBG7) project is of special note. This is the ‘EU INSTAT Intrastat Reporting Business Process Modeling and XML Schema’ Project.

11. This contribution from EUROSTAT was used to validate the draft workflow procedures that were completed during the March 2004 Forum.

12. A table listing all projects of the TBG and their current status is attached as an Annex . 

6. Domain Workgroup Reports

6.1 TBG1 – Supply Chain

13. TBG1 met during the full week of the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn.

14. In the name of Eurofer (European Steel Industry Association), Mr. Freddy DeVos gave an update on the ESIDEL Project from the steel industry. Comments will be reviewed by the secretariat in Europe.

15. Ms. Mary Kay Blantz, representing X12H presented the Petroleum Test Results Business Process Project which was originally submitted by PIDX (Petroleum Industry Date Exchange organisation). The project proposal has already been submitted and approved by the TBG Steering Committee under the name of Product Data BP Modelling and Core Components.

16. Ms. Kim Lambert (Logistic Management Institute) presented the Material Safety Data Sheet Business Process Project. This project proposal was approved by the TBG Steering Committee. Ms. Lambert has been nominated as Project Leader.

17. As Chair of eBES/EEG1, Mr. Freddy DeVos made a presentation on the Invoicing Business Process Project. He submitted it as a global TBG1 project proposal.  The project proposal was approved by the TBG Steering Committee. Mr. DeVos has been nominated as Project Leader.

18. TBG6 (Construction & Architecture) is working on e-Catalogue and e-Tendering related to construction. They are beginning to work on goods and services. It has been decided that the  e-Catalogue project will be moved to TBG1. The current Project Leader, Mr. Bernard Longhi, will stay the same. This will ensure a better transfer of information.

19. e-Tendering will stay in TBG6 but will be a joint project with TBG1-6 project, with the lead staying in TBG6.

6.2 TBG3 - Transportation

20. TBG3 met the full week during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn and in addition held three interim project development meetings.

21. The work has been progressed on Modelling Projects especially Transport  Core Components and Class diagram. As a result of its interim meeting held mid-January 2004 in Paris, TBG3 has confirmed Transport input to TBG17 (Harmonization Group) and ISO TC154 for the update of  the TDED ISO 7372.

22. It has been decided to organize an interim TBG3 meeting in mid-June 2004 including a joint session with TBG1 (Supply Chain and e-Procurement), likely to take place in London, Paris or Brussels, in order to progress the detailed work on modelling.

23. On-going participation is also foreseen in the WCO (World Customs Organization) data management Project Team meetings to harmonize Customs and Transport data models.

24. A liaison report has been given by the representative from ISO/TC 204 WG7.2 (Standards for data dictionary and messages set for intermodal freight) and steps taken to further progress the harmonization of semantics data contents for their draft standard ISO 24533. The ISO/TC211 proposal on geolocation depicting how to express geographical coordinates in messages has been analyzed and endorsed (see resolution 2).

25. As Transport is a horizontal activity, a number of joint sessions have been held during the Forum meetings with the following groups to exchange deliverables and share experiences :

· TBG1 (Supply Chain and e-Procurement) 

· TBG15 (International Trade Procedures) and TBG5 (Finance) on the new release of the UN Recommendation 12 related to the negotiable transport documents (Sea Waybill and Bill of Lading)

· TBG14 (Business Process Analysis) on the International Supply Chain model 

· UNeDocs project with SITPRO-UK 

· eCERT Project Team ( Australia – New Zealand) dealing with electronic certification of agricultural products

26. The EDIFACT “traditional” work items have also been covered: review of 24 transport DMRs with  ATG (Applied Technologies Group), review of addendum to the UN recommendation 24 – Transport Status codes. 

27. TBG3 has participated in the workshop on UNCEFACT-FCT procedures and in the various open sessions organized by UN/CEFACT during the Bonn week.

28. The TBG3 subgroup ITIGG - International Transport and Implementation Guidelines Group - has agreed to defer updating their user guidelines pending the development of official ebXML Core Components.

Resolution 1 – UNeDocs Project
29. TBG3, recognising the need to take into account the Transport inputs in the UNeDocs deliverables, resolves to seek coordination with the UNeDocs project team at United Nations level and hence requests to review their data model, semantic content and messages related to Transport. Any resultant changes will be submitted to ensure consistency with the TBG3 ebXML work. 

Resolution 2 – Geolocation ISO / TC211 and TC204

30. TBG3 resolves to endorse the proposal from ISO/TC211 for expressing geographical coordinates (longitude, latitude, altitude…) in relation to the ISO 6709 standard update, and to consider this input in its modelling and ITIGG implementation guidelines. TBG3 will also continue to work jointly with ISO / TC204 / WG7.2 to consider this approach in the standard development work on « Data dictionary and messages set for Intermodal Transport ».

6.3 TBG4 - Customs

31. TBG4 met during the UN/CEFACT Forum meeting in Seoul but did not convene in Bonn. All of the TBG4 project work is developed externally through the WCO.

6.4 TBG5 - Finance

32. TBG5 met the full week during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn and in addition held several interim project development meetings.
33. The widespread adoption of standards development methodologies within the finance business domain has fundamentally changed the scope of many of the stakeholder organisations. As an example SWIFT has extended its scope from intra bank payments to cover the complete financial transaction chain including customer to bank, which previously has been the domain of TBG5. Partly these changes are to facilitate end to end Straight Through Processing between financial institutions and partly to extend financial processes into the wider trade domain.

34. Despite the apparent similarities of the standards development methodologies (modelling, business process driven and data dictionaries) it has become clear that divergences are still possible. To avoid these divergences as far as possible the finance industry is utilising SWIFT as Registration Authority for ISO 15022 financial standards within ISO TC68 in order to help centralise these developments and establishing clear convergence strategies with UN/CEFACT.

35. Accordingly, TBG 5 is evolving its role to act more as a facilitator of finance standards across the finance standards domain. This facilitation can be summarized as: 

· Maintenance of legacy standards (UN/EDIFACT);

· Specification of business requirements between clients, banks and service providers;

· Validations of business requirements and resulting standards, through the participation of TBG 5 representatives (banks, corporates, and service providers);

· Liaison with ISO TC68 Banking, securities and other financial services;
· Coordination of business requirements into the UN/CEFACT Forum, TBG 5 being the interface between the financial industry and UN/CEFACT in order to ensure compliance with the UN/CEFACT work and promote cross-industry harmonization.

36. TBG 5 has been working closely with ISO TC 68 (Banking, securities and other financial services) and SWIFT on convergence and harmonization. TBG 5 believes that this is a fundamental founding principle upon which to build robust financial standards.

6.5 TBG6 – Architecture & Construction

37. TBG6 met during the full week of the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn and in addition held several interim project development meetings. They enjoy wide participation in their work involving contributions from delegates coming from Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Sweden, United Kingdom and also from the European Commission. 

38. It has been decided that the two TBG6 hosted projects, ebXML e-Tendering and e-Catalog will in future be seen as joint TBG1 and TBG6 projects. That is to say:  intersectorial.

39. From the management point of view e-Catalog will be managed by TBG1 with TBG6 participants and project leadership while e-Tendering will be managed by TBG6 with TBG1 participants.

40. The eTendering Project work is continuing well with progress in the Works Domain, the Services Domain and the Goods Domain. Several interim meetings are planned.

41. The eCatalog Project work is also continuing well. The data model has been completed and the next step is for each national delegation to review this and to report back to the project team with their comments.

6.6 TBG7 – Statistics, Collection & Reporting

42. TBG7 have not yet met as a working group under the Forum banner. All of the TBG7 project work is developed externally through the eBes eEG6 and the SDMX initiative.

6.7 TBG8 – Insurance

43. TBG8 did not convene in Seoul but met during the full week of the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Bonn. The TBG8 project work is developed externally through ACORD and eBes eEG7 although monthly virtual meetings are held to monitor progress. 

44. TBG8 is conducting one approved UN/CEFACT project (P6) to harmonize its respective dictionaries and to discover generic and/or insurance specific core components.  Any generic core components will be submitted to TBG17 for harmonization.  

45. Organizations participating represent 9 jurisdictions within three insurance standards associations:  The associations include ACORD (US, London Market, European reinsurers), CSIO (Canada) and eEG7 (Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Slovenia and United Kingdom).

46. The goal is to set up a common, harmonized insurance data dictionary which can be used as a reference dictionary for developing data models, object class models or message structures and to facilitate interoperability within the global Insurance sector. 

47. Project work is progressing well but the following issues have been identified and solutions are being developed:  
· Requirement for communication and education to publicize the P6 project across the global insurance community

· Requirement for common tools which will be interoperable and will house the dictionary

· Intellectual Property and Copyright – given that there is not a home for the dictionary in UN/CEFACT, research will be done on joint copyright

· Maintenance – change maintenance, processing and version control

· UN/CEFACT Forum Organization – concerns that the Forum cannot support the standards needs of our industry.

6.8 TBG9 – Travel, Tourism & Leisure

48. TBG9 met during the full week of the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn and in addition held several interim project development meetings.

49. During the last year TBG9 has been involved in several activities.  As the need has arisen they have reviewed code requests virtually in order to meet the needs of new implementations of the existing TBG9 UN/EDIFACT messages.  

50. The EC Promotion Organisation for the Travel Industry in Japan has been gathering requirements (business terms and scenarios) in order to determine if there is a need to submit a project proposal to develop XML messages for Ryokan hotels.  

51. TBG9 has also begun some initial work on core components based on some of the objects in the Open Travel Alliance XML messages. They have also participated with an official representative in the work of TBG17 and reviewed the TC154 work to align the data element names in UNTDED with the Core Components Technical Specification.

6.9 TBG10 - Healthcare 

52. TBG10 convened during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Bonn but did not meet in Seoul.

53. The first TBG10 project proposal has now been developed for Core Component work in the Healthcare sector. Edgar Gluck of KITH Norway will be the project leader. The concept Proposal would be sent to the TBG10 members for comments by the end of March 2004. The finalized project proposal should then be sent to the TBG Steering Group by the end of April 2004. 

6.10 TBG11 – Social Services

6.11 TBG12 – Accounting & Audit

54. TBG12 met during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in the Seoul and Bonn Forum meetings. However, TBG12 is facing serious difficulties which threaten to jeopardize their future Forum participation.

55. TBG12 has two approved projects. The first covers the discovery of Accounting & Audit candidate core components. Whilst some progress had been made the current project status is that it is stalled pending due to concerns about the work group’s future plans. The second project covers the discovery of Financial Information Services candidate core components and this has now been transferred to be continued under the auspices of the XBRL (eXtensible Business Reporting Language) organization.

56. XBRL is developing its own standards which are not ebXML compliant and XBRL is an international consortium supported by very powerful partners, the ‘Big Four’ Consultancy Companies, AICPA (American Institute of Certified Public Accountants) plus other Accounting Institutes (UK, D, NL, AU, NZ, JPN, KOR…).

57. TBG12 has been trying to encourage XBRL to work in partnership with TBG12 through UN/CEFACT but is facing opposition to the UN/CEFACT mandated working methodologies. Also it is perceived that TBG12 is dealing with back office business that sounds out of the scope of core businesses.

58. As a result TBG12 is asking whether there is still a need for an accounting-auditing workgroup within TBG. It is considering whether or not it would be more efficient to join another organization that is more “accounting-minded” and less “technology-focused”.  A re-orientation might provide an opportunity to other working groups to re-emphasize on collaboration with “accounting-auditing”
59. TBG12 do not plan to convene at the next Forum meeting to be held in September but hopes to convene at the following meeting in March 2005.

6.12 TBG13 – Environmental

60. TBG13 met during the full week of the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Seoul and Bonn and in addition held several interim project development meetings.

61. The current project focusses on modeling the processes associated with cross-border movements of environmentally controlled materials. 

62. The first phase is to document the procedures for international transportation of hazardous waste. This project work is sponsored by the Austrian Environmental Ministry and will have immediate application for the EUDIN initiative within the EU. This work is progressing well and the deliverables should be ready for review by the end of April 2004.

63. The second phase will be to document the processes associated with waste notification prior to shipment. Again this work will be sponsored by Austria for application in the EUDIN European project. The deliverables should be ready for review by the end of September 2004.

64. Later phases could include the discussion of extending the project to cover shipments of pesticides and other toxic products and/or the study of waste movement within countries.
6.13 TBG14 – Business Process Analysis

65. TBG14 convened during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Bonn but did not meet in Seoul.

66. At the Bonn Forum meeting TBG14 presented an open session on the International Supply Chain Reference Model (ISC) with special reference to Trade Security. The session also included a presentation of the latest version of the Common Business Process Catalogue with special reference to the registry/repository.

67. TBG14 is working to assist TBG3 with its Business Process modeling project and it plans to make an attempt to include class diagrams relating to transport (and used to define core components) in the next version of its ISC model.

68. Following a joint session with TBG 15, the International Trade Procedures Working Group, a number of opportunities for joint work were identified including the single window initiative and an import/export proposal of the International Chamber of Commerce.

69. TBG14 is also working with TBG1. TBG1 has offered its work published on  www.eurofer.com to be included in a future version of the ISC reference model and the  Common Business Process Catalogue. The two work groups are investigating a tools strategy which will support a bi-directional exchange of models.

Resolution 1 – BPCS
70. TBG14 approved the moving of the Business Process Catalogue Specifications to Version 2.0 following the successful completion of its review period.

6.14 TBG15 – International Trade Procedures

71. TBG15 convened during the UN/CEFACT Forum meetings in Bonn but did not meet in Seoul.

72. The past year has been both very busy and successful. Adopting a more project-based output- focused approach to the work programme the Working Group has delivered:

· A draft UNECE Recommendation and supporting Guidelines on the Single Window;

· A revised UNECE Recommendation 12 – Measures to Facilitate Maritime Transport Documents Procedures;

· A Benchmarking Concept paper similar to the successful brochures on Trade Facilitation and the Single Window concept; 

· An extensive contribution to the debate on the Security of the Supply Chain by initiating the joint UNECE and WCO Conference in November 2003.

73. With the assistance of TBG 14, the Working Group has also embarked on using the Unified Modelling Methodology (UMM) for two Projects in the area of International Trade Facilitation and International Trade Facilitation & Security Models. This work will continue and increase in the next year.

74. For the future, the Working Group will review the Trade Facilitation Compendium and then use it as a foundation to develop a Guide to Trade Facilitation Implementation, a clearly identified business need. To progress a planned Capacity Building Workshop for Trade Facilitation Organisations (scheduled for October 2004), the Working Group will also consider a revision of UNECE Recommendation 4 – National Trade Facilitation Organs. Regarding UNECE Recommendations, the Working Group will draft an addendum to UN Recommendation 1 – the UN Layout Key Document for International Trade – to cover eUNLK to ensure electronic document development and standards are soundly based and supported by international recognition and agreement.

75. During the Bonn Forum meeting TBG15 welcomed a presentation on the UNeDocs and UNeDocsUK projects.

76. Also the TBG15 e-Cert Project Team held a working meeting during the Bonn Forum meeting. The team met with other interested work groups. The next steps of this project are: 
1. Seek TBG endorsement of Team’s Terms of Reference – March 2004

2. Consider draft Business Requirements Specification (BRS) – April 2004

3. Review eCert data elements for completeness – April 2004

4. Engage EU and WCO representation – April 2004

5. Next meeting by teleconference to discuss progress – May 2004 

Other TBG15 Project Status Reports

1. Completed Recommendation and Guidelines on Single Window - Plenary Intersessional Approval July 2004

2. Revision of UN Recommendation 12 - Successful joint meeting with TBG 3 and TBG 5 (30 delegates attended for a lively debate) - Still on target for completion September 2004

3. Capacity building for Trade Facilitation Promotion Organisations - Workshop planned for October 2004

4. Agreement to produce an addendum to UN Rec 1 for eUNLK 

5. Benchmarking Concept paper - Still on target for delivery May 2004

6.15 TBG16 – Entry Points

77. TBG 16 has set up a full web site for the FCT, ATG, ICG, TBG and TMG allowing these groups to have a working repository for group information and working documents, as well as a means to be recognized on the internet.  The FCT, ATG, ICG and TBG pages are currently maintained on request at DISA but in the near future a procedure will be set up allowing each group to maintain its own pages remotely.

78. TBG16 (thanks to DISA) has also set up and is maintaining a number e-mail lists allowing an easy exchange of information within the groups and the sub-groups.

79. The entry points are still processing a quality review of the UN/EDIFACT DMRs before their registration in the UN secretariat. In order to ease the DMRs exchange between the entry points, the UN/Secretariat and ATG1, a common format had been approved.  To foster the use of that format, the Asian entry point has been trained and should from this point forward use that specific data base.

80. The entry points are committed to supporting the Forum process. They will continue to support the Forum till the SSP is up and running.      

6.16 TBG17 – Harmonization

81. Because TBG17 is a cross-domain working group, most of its project work is conducted during interim meetings and the Forum meetings are used almost exclusively for interfacing with the other TBG work groups and with the other Forum Groups.

July 2003 – London Interim Meeting

· Extensive agenda focusing on delivering the first draft set of harmonized components

· Began review of and across nine submitted sets of candidates

· Submission Template reviewed

· Significant issues emerged relating to variations of CCTS implementation between submissions

September 2003 – Seoul Forum

· Gave update to Forum on the initial progress of the Harmonization Team.

November 2003 – Pearl River Interim Meeting

· Completed review of and across nine submitted sets of candidates

· Submission Template reviewed and improved

· Additional issues emerged relating to variations of CCTS implementation between submissions

February 2004 – Amsterdam Interim Meeting

· Submission Template reviewed and improved again

· Identified some additional issues with CCTS.  Plan to submit these changes to the CCTS for consideration in the next version of the CCTS.

· Completed first 20 Core Components and prepared to submit to TBG Plenary for review

· Planned two additional face-to-face interim meetings for the rest of the year.

March 2004 Bonn Forum

· Terms of Reference and Procedures approved by TBG.

· Gave presentation (training) to Forum

· New projects approved by TBG

· Met with TC154 and agreed to work jointly on Controlled Vocabulary

· Began to work on UBL submission

· Agreed in principle to set up additional meetings via teleconference as needed to deal with submissions.

6.17 TBGMOP – Mandate, Operations and Procedures

82. This work group is an adhoc group which convenes only when required. Having completed the TBG Procedures document which was approved at the San Diego Forum meeting, TBGMOP has not met.

Annex  – TBG Project Table
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