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1. General

Purpose 

The purpose of the Information Content Management Group (ICG) is to ensure the release of quality technical specifications for e-business. To achieve this aim, it is responsible for the:

· Management of the UN/CEFACT information repositories and libraries for electronic business and  Recommendations that fall within its scope as listed in section 2 of the mandate;

· Technical conformance and the registration of UN/CEFACT business requirements specifications;

· Normalization and maintenance of the base syntax neutral information components that serve as the building blocks for the development of standards for implementation (for example, codes);

· Technical conformity and registration of syntax specific information objects and components. 

The ICG has continued to build on its work plan since the last report to the Plenary. The Group’s terms of reference and procedures have been presented to the Plenary under document TRADE/CEFACT/2004/17. The ICG programme of work has been presented to the plenary under document TRADE/CEFACT/2004/27.

The ICG is still very concerned with the difficulty in securing adequate participation in the Group to enable it to successfully carry out its programme of work. Being a new Group with objectives and associated deliverables that are not readily visible (quality assurance, repository/library management, etc), it can be difficult for newcomers to identify with the Group’s role and to actively contribute to what may be considered a back-office function. 

The number of participants at the San Diego meeting was once again very low and, to a large extent, came from new participants to the process. The participant turnover between the two forum meetings was considerable. 

In this respect, HoDs are asked to encourage participation in the ICG. 

2. UNECE Recommendations

The ongoing management of the UN Recommendations related to codes has successfully continued. A number of significant work items have been covered during the period since the last UN/CEFACT Plenary, including: 

· Recommendation 16 (Code for Trade and Transport Locations - UN/LOCODE ). The UNECE Secretariat has published two releases of the UN/LOCODE since the last UN/CEFACT Plenary, UN/LOCODE 2003-2 and UN/LOCODE 2004-1. These are available for download from http://www.unece.org/locode, a UN/ECE Web site section dedicated to the UN/LOCODE.

· Recommendation 20 (Units of Measure used in International Trade), because of the substantive nature of the revision to this recommendation, it was agreed at the March 2003 Forum meeting to pass this through a two-stage review, the first review being carried out internally within UN/CEFACT, the second being the external ODP. The first review was completed at the last Forum meeting in Seoul. The Recommendation is being revised and will be soon put into the ODP cycle. The work is being coordinated with ISO/TC 154 (Technical Committee - Processes, data elements in commerce, industry and administration).

· Recommendation 23 (Freight cost code –FCC), revision 1 of the Rec. 23 code lists was approved by the ICG and was published as document CEFACT/ICG/2003/IC002.

3. UN/CEFACT Group Workflow

The ICG continued working on the Forum procedures in cooperation with the ATG and the TBG. The procedures were reviewed at the Forum meeting in Seoul, have been through a review process within the Forum and will be presented for approval at the Bonn Forum meeting.

4. Business Requirements Specification (BRS) and Requirements Specification Mapping (RSM) documents

Two key documents in the workflow process were defined at the March 2003 UN/CEFACT Forum meeting. These documents stem from a work item within the ICG to formalize the interface with the TBG. These documents were further refined following consultation with other UN/CEFACT Groups, in particular with the TBG and the ATG. They form the backbone for the process flow among the UN/CEFACT Groups and the Open Development Process (ODP).

The BRS was further refined during the Seoul Forum meeting and was distributed for internal review at the conclusion of the meeting. The comments received as part of the review process have since been integrated into a revised version that will be presented at the Bonn Forum meeting for approval.

Work commenced at the Seoul Forum meeting on the RSM. However, some interpretation issues were identified concerning the use of the core components. These issues were not resolved during the course of the meeting and have been scheduled for discussion during the Bonn Forum meeting.

5. Directory Audit
The UN/EDIFACT D.03A and D.03B Directory audits have been completed since the last Plenary report. 

Some problems with the automated directory production process were encountered which caused a delay in the release of the D.03B directory. A solution will be implemented to address these problems in advance of the D.04A directory release.

6. Other ICG Working Groups

The ICG Working Group jointly set up between the ICG and ATG to effect the migration of the generic UN/EDIFACT Code Lists (UNCL) from the ATG to ICG, has again not met its objective to define the migration approach and timetable. 

While not considered a high priority work item, the delay is attributable to a lack of resources both within the ICG and within the ATG. The ICG hopes to advance this work prior to the September UN/CEFACT Forum in consultation with the ATG.

7. Unfinished business

In view of the current workload, the ICG has still not yet managed to finalize a strategy with respect to the establishment and management of the UN/CEFACT Repository. An initial outline was developed at the Seoul Forum meeting. This will be further defined during the Bonn Forum meeting. It is hoped 

that a finalized strategy can be provided to the UN/CEFACT Forum meeting in September 2004.
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