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1. General

1. The purpose of the Applied Technologies Group (ATG) is to be responsible for the creation and maintenance of the trade, business and administration document structures that are based on a specific technology or standard. 

2. The ATG convened during the UN/CEFACT Forum Meetings - September 2003 in Seoul, Korea and March 2004 in Bonn, Germany, as well as holding meetings in June 2003 (Walldorf, Germany – hosted by SAP) and January 2004 (Washington DC, USA – hosted by LMI). 

3. Two working groups are defined within the ATG, these being ATG1 – UN/EDIFACT and ATG2 - XML. The programme of work for the Group, including the activities of the working groups can be found in document TRADE/CEFACT/2004/17.
2. Resolution
4. At their meeting during January 2004, ATG approved the following resolution:
“ATG resolves that the UN/CEFACT registry should fully support the latest version of the ebXML registry specifications, which includes the storage of CCTS defined artefacts”. 

5. ATG requests that the CEFACT Plenary endorses this resolution, and instructs the (yet to be appointed) SSP, who will be responsible for providing this registry, accordingly.
3. ATG Projects
3.1 Standard Business Document Header
6. The Standard Business Document Header will enable the integration of documents between internal applications, enterprise applications, and business-to-business infrastructure by providing a consistent interface between applications. The standard header information will enable any application to determine the logical routing and processing requirements of a document based on information contained in the standard header. This can be accomplished with the use of key data elements such as logical sender and recipient identifiers, and a ‘business document type’ associated with a Standard Business Document object.

7. This project has been progressing through the UN/CEFACT Open Development Process, with the public review period (Step 5) being completed in January 2004. The Applied Technologies Group then approved the specification at the Bonn Forum to progress to Step 6 – Implementation Verification. A copy of the draft specification can be found at the ATG web-site - http://webster.disa.org/cefact-groups/atg.
4. ATG1 – UN/EDIFACT
8. Since the last UN/CEFACT Plenary the group has met four times for week long meetings. The participation levels have averaged around seven persons.

4.1 Data Maintenance Request (DMR) Review (See ATG1 minutes for details)

9. DMRs processed against the UN/EDIFACT D03B Directory:

Approved
4


JTd (changed and approved)        16

Rejected
3

Withdrawn
2

Total                                             25


10. DMRs processed against the UN/EDIFACT D04A Directory:

Approved
15


JTd (changed and approved)
25

Rejected
16

Postponed
  8

Total
64


4.2 Procedure documents and templates

11. Due to the new organisation, all documents and templates related to the creation and maintenance of our standards have been reviewed. To date, all documents relating to existing standards have been revised. Procedures for modelling and XML are pending the publication of those standards within UN/CEFACT as well as the approval of the FCT procedures.

4.3 UML to EDIFACT Transformation Rules project

12. The group agreed to split the UML to EDIFACT Transformation Rules Technical Specification into three documents:

· UML to EDIFACT Transformation Rules Technical Specification

· UN/EDIFACT to UML Transformation Rules Technical Specification

· Context Application Rules to UN/EDIFACT

13. ATG1 agreed to review the draft until 26th March. If accepted, it will be sent for internal review (ODP step 4) until 23rd April. The comments will be resolved and a new version sent out 14th May for a second review period. This will end 28th May. If no major problems remain, it will then be sent out to open review (ODP step 5).

4.4 Next Generation UN/EDIFACT

14. The group is exploring what new technologies could be used in a future standard. Examples of these could be object oriented techniques and data types. It was agreed that the work should be deferred due to work load and possible implementation implications. A draft white paper should be developed for the next meeting.

5. ATG2 – XML
15. ATG2 met during the four ATG meetings, as well as holding weekly phone conferences in order to progress their work. Their current active membership includes some thirteen people.
5.1 XML Naming and design Rules
16. The main concentration of the ATG2 work has been in finalising the XML Naming and Design Rules specification, as most of the other projects within ATG2 depend on this specification,. This specification defines the rules and guidelines for the application of this important technology as part of UN/CEFACT’s strategy for next-generation cross-functional business messages.
17. The development of this specification has been made with contributions from many of the other major players in this area, including the OASIS UBL Technical Committee, EAN.UCC, CTIAM and others. During the Bonn meeting, it was agreed that the specification will be ready for ATG approval during April 2004. If approved, it will then be presented for the open review period (ODP Step 5) during June 2004, with the final Specification being ready for approval in September 2004, during the forum meeting in Washington.

6. Future Meetings
18. ATG will be holding their next meeting June 21 through 25 2004 in Walldorf, Germany. This meeting will be kindly hosted by SAP.
19. ATG will also meet during the Forum Meeting in September 2004 (13th through 17th) in Washington DC, USA.
_______________
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