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1.
Introduction

1.1 The purpose of the Forum Coordination Team (FCT) is to provide the overall operational coordination of the UN/CEFACT Forum. Primary responsibilities of the FCT include:

· Logistical coordination of the joint meeting requirements with the Secretariat or other support service provider.

· Project management to ensure that project proposals are assigned to the appropriate group and to prevent duplication

1.2 The FCT membership is comprised of the chairs and vice-chairs of the five UN/CEFACT groups. The FCT chair is elected by the UN/CEFACT Forum. Currently the members are:

	Group
	Chair
	Vice-Chair

	Forum Coordination Team (FCT)
	Ms. Melanie McCarthy
	

	Applied Technology (ATG)
	Ms. Margaret Pemberton
	Mr. Anders Grangard

	Information Content Management Group (ICG)
	Mr. Mike Conroy
	Mr. David Dobbing

	Legal Group (LG)
	Mr. Rob van Esch
	Mr. David Marsh

	International Trade and Business Processes (TBG)
	Mr. Ralph Berwanger
	Mr. Mike Doran

Ms. Sue Probert

	Techniques and Methodologies Group (TMG)
	Mr. Klaus-Dieter Naujok
	Mr. Christian Huemer


1.3 The UN/CEFACT Forum is convened twice per year and facilitates the concurrent meeting of all UN/CEFACT Groups at one time in the same location as a single working body.

2.
Third UN/CEFACT Forum, Seoul Korea, 15-19 September 2003

2.1 The third Forum was generously hosted by the Korean Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy (MOCIE) and managed by the Korean Institute for Electronic Commerce (KIEC).

2.2 Some 120 delegates attended this meeting held at the Seoul Convention and Exhibition Centre.

2.3 During the course of the Forum meeting, the FCT met at 7.30am on each of the working days to review and coordinate the overall meeting progress. Of note:

· Future Forum meeting venues

- Tentatively, 15 – 19 March 2004, CEN, Brussels, Belgium

- Tentatively, September 2004, North America

· Approval of new TBG project: “E-cert/XML SPS Certification Data”.

· Confirmation of FCT interim conference call schedule:

- 3rd Wednesday of each month

- 7am US West Coast Time

· Dates:


November 19, 2003


December 17, 2003


January 21, 2004


February 18, 2004

· Currently the FCT Chairs/Vice-chairs are invited guests at the CEFACT Steering Group (CSG) meetings. Mr. Ray Walker (Chair CSG) informed the FCT that all FCT members are invited to October 2003 meeting in Washington DC, during which the future organizational structure with respect to the CSG and FCT will be discussed in detail.

2.4 The opening and closing Forum Plenary presentations are available from:

http://webster.disa.org/cefact-groups/fct/doc_fct.html
3.
Fourth UN/CEFACT Forum, Bonn Germany, 8 – 12 March 2004

3.1
The fourth Forum was generously hosted by CEN/ISSS (European Committee for Standardisation/ Information Society Standardization System) through their EBES (European Board for eBusiness Standardization).

3.2 This meeting was attended by some 167 experts from 21 countries participating within 25 working groups.

3.3 During the course of the Forum meeting, the FCT met at 7.30am on each of the working days to review and coordinate the overall meeting progress. Of note:

· Future Forum meeting venues

- Confirmed, 13 – 17 September 2004, DISA, McLean Virginia, United States

- Tentatively, March 2005, Asia

· Approval of new TMG project: “UMM Profile of UML Artifacts” with an initial contribution from ICG.

· Discussed potential alignment of Group voting procedures. Individual Group responsibility to define in Group Terms of Reference.

· Confirmation of FCT interim conference call schedule:

- Dates:

April 14 

1300 Universal Time (UTC)

May 12

0500 UTC

June 9

1300 UTC

July 14

0500 UTC

August 11

1300 UTC

3.4
At the closing Forum Plenary, the FCT Operating Procedures between the TBG, ATG and ICG were confirmed as being approved by each of the Groups involved. The TBG, ATG and ICG serve as the operational groups and as such are very strongly dependent on one another insofar as one group defines the business requirements, another group transforms the requirements and the third group registers the results for publication. The operating procedures have been designed to enable a consistent and seamless flow of information between these Groups.

3.5
Opening and closing Forum Plenary presentations and meeting documents are available from:

http://webster.disa.org/cefact-groups/fct/doc_fct.html
4.
New Projects Approved
4.1
Since the May 2003 UN/CEFACT Plenary, the following projects have been approved through the FCT:

	Project ID
	Title
	Description
	Group

	03FCT14
	E-cert Project
	To provide an XML implementation of regulatory certification messages to support the government-to-government exchange of certification data, in particular related to animal/plant exports/imports.

Project Team Lead: Fiona Cornwell
	TBG

	03FCT15
	Business Collaboration Schema Specification Version 1.0
	To produce the Business Collaboration Schema Specification (BCSS) that represents the centralized semantics of the UMM Meta-Model in technology- and implementation-neutral computational syntax. This project defines the set of rules that automatically produces a BCSS. 

Project Team Lead: TBA
	TMG

	03FCT16
	ebXML Business Process Schema Specification V2.0
	To produce the next major version of the ebXML Business Process Schema Specification (BPSS) aligned with the UMM Meta-Model Business Transaction View (BTV) as well as to address outstanding V1.05 issues (except those related to Business Requirements View (BRV)). 

Project Team Lead: TBA
	TMG

	03FCT17
	Core Components Technical Specification Version 2.1
	To produce the next version of the Core Components Technical Specification (CCTS) - Part 8 of the ebXML Framework, taking into account comments received during the implementation verification period of Version 1.95, comments submitted by UN/CEFACT TBG17 and comments submitted by implementers and users of CCTS Version 2.01. 

Project Team Lead: TBA
	TMG

	03FCT18
	e-Business Architecture Technical Specification
	To extend the current e-Business Architecture Technical Specification to incorporate UN/CEFACT e-Business Vision.

Project Team Lead: TBA
	TMG

	04FCT01
	UMM Profile of UML Artifacts
	To develop a set of rules that enables the consistent specification and validation of UML Artifacts through the notion of “well formed” UMM. The rules would be captured as a UMM profile of UML Artifacts. These rules shall be published as part of the UMM Meta-Model Reference Guide.

Project Team Lead: TBA
	TMG


5.
Next Forum Meetings

5.1
The fifth UN/CEFACT Forum will be hosted in the United States by DISA (Data Interchange Standards Association) at McLean Virginia, 13 – 17 September 2004.

5.2
The sixth UN/CEFACT Forum is tentatively planned to be held in Asia, March 2005.
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