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REPORT OF THE UN CEFACT JO NT LEGAL RAPPORTEUR
TO THE UN CEFACT PLENARY

1 I nt roducti on

This report is supplenmental to the report by the Chair of the
UN/ CEFACT Legal Working Group and covers the work of the Joint
Rapporteur in the period since appointnent in March 1999.

2 Reporting Procedures

The Joint Legal Rapporteur attended all the neetings of the
Legal Working Group during the year and, in addition, attended the
UN/ CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG neetings during the sane period
reporting to the CSG on behalf of the LWG on its progress during the
period in question.

3 Wor k Pr ogr amre

As will be apparent fromthe Chair of the LWG s report,
significant progress was made in relation to the LWG s work
programme. At the Plenary in March 2000, the LWG will be submtting
its e-Commerce interchange agreenent (TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 25) for
approval as a Recomendation. This draft Recomendation consists of a
prof orma e- Conmerce interchange agreenent for use between users of
open EDI as a docunent conplenentary to the standard interchange
agreenent (Recommendation 26 of UN CEFACT).

4 External Rel ations

During the year the UN CEFACT Joint Legal Rapporteur attended
conferences and nmade presentations on UN CEFACT | egal issues in Sri
Lanka, South Korea, India and the United Kingdom At these events
the work of UN CEFACT and, in particular, the work of the LWG was
revi ewed and publicised. In addition, nunerous bilateral neetings
t ook place regarding the contribution UNV CEFACT coul d make to ot her
UN based activities concerning the devel opnent of an internationa
convention on e-Comrerce digital signatures, the devel opnment of a
code of conduct for e-Commerce use and continued support for the work
of UNCITRAL in relation to the nodel e-Comrerce |aw.

5 Meet i ngs

It has been the policy of the Legal Wirking G oup that as far
as possible difficulties associated with the cost of internationa
air travel and accommodation should not hanper the work of the LWG
or discourage potential attendees. To this end, during the last 12
nont hs the Legal Working Group of AFACT has been formally constituted
as a sub-group of the UN CEFACT LWG so that those only able to attend
nmeetings in the Pacific Region should be able to participate in the
wor k. The Joint Legal Rapporteur attended the AFACT LWG neeting in
South Korea in October 1999. In addition, a North Anerican sub-group
of the Legal Working Group was established under the | eadership of
Prof essor Philip Nicholls, Wharton College, University of
Phi | adel phia. This sub-group held its first neeting in Septenber 1999
i n Phil adel phia. The AFACT Legal Wrking Group has its own terns of
reference and work progranme whi ch has been endorsed by the UN CEFACT
LWG and the North Anerican LWG sub-group is presently seeking to
develop simlar terns of reference and a work programe for
subsequent endor senent.
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6 Partici pation

It is well recognised that the resources of the LWG are limted
because of the degree to which participation is on an unpaid
vol untary basis. Enornous gratitude is due to those organi sati ons and
i ndi viduals who participate and | end their valuable tinme and
resources. The Joint Legal Rapporteur considers that the prinmary
obj ectives of the UN CEFACT LWG and the Legal Rapporteurs nust be to
neet the needs of the other permanent working groups in relation to
| egal el ectronic business issues and also to contribute to the work
done by other international organisations, including the equivalent
bodies within other parts of the United Nations in order to stinulate
the devel opnent of a safe international |egal environment to
facilitate international electronic commerce and trade for the
benefit of all nenbers of the UN CEFACT Pl enary.

7 Future Progranmme of neetings

At the tinme of preparation of this report the future programme
of dates for neetings has yet to be established as this will be an
itemfor consideration at the upcom ng UN CEFACT LWG neeting which is
schedul ed for Geneva on 6th and 7th March 2000.

8 Secretari at

Al t hough the resources of the UN CEFACT Secretariat have been
expanded during the course of the |last year, it is still recognised
that these resources are very limted. The Joint Legal Rapporteur
woul d I'ike to pay special thanks to the assistance provided by
Secretariat menbers both to the Rapporteurs and to the LWG in the
devel opnent of its work.




