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| NTRODUCTORY NOTES

1

To encourage the greatest possible openness in the process and input into
its decisions and recommendations, the UN CEAFCT Steering G oup (CSG
encourages a wide circulation of its reports. Furt her information about
UN/ CEFACT and its Steering Group can be obtained at the follow ng internet
site: http://ww.unece. org/cefact.

Ms. Carol Cosgrove-Sacks, Director of the UN ECE Trade Division, “honme” of
t he UN/ CEFACT Secretariat, welconed the CSG and passed on greetings from
M. Berthel ot, Executive Secretary of the UV ECE. M. Cosgrove- Sacks
stated that UNV ECE s nost inportant activity is its contribution to trade
facilitation and transportation. An inportant task will be to pronote

UN/ CEFACT and Ms. Cosgrove- Sacks has personally commtted to develop a
promoti on program Discussions with WO and the Organi zati on for Econonic
Co- operati on and Devel opnent (OECD) show that there is a great respect
for UN CEFACT but also a |lot of ignorance about the Centre’s activities.
In regard to the UN EDI FACT Directory mai ntenance process, M. Cosgrove-
Sacks stressed that quality input is essential for a smooth process and
asked CSG to ensure that that nessage was delivered to all concerned.
Finally Ms. Cosgrove-Sacks reported that as of August 1, 1999 the

UN/ CEFACT Secretariat will be fully staffed for the first time since she
joined the UNVECE in 1994.

The Chair stated that he intended to consistently invite all working group
chairs to CSG neetings in order to ensure coordination and cohesi veness of
UN/ CEFACT's work and expressed the hope that the UN CEFACT procedural
manual , R 650 will be anmended to meke working group chairs full nenbers of
CsG

The Chair reported that he had participated in the June 7-9 neeting of the
UN ECE Committee on Trade Industry and Enterprise Devel opnent (CTIED)
which is the parent body of UN CEFACT. The neeting started with a one-day
Round Tabl e on “The Polish Experience of Transition: Acconplishments and
Probl ems”. This included an interesting presentation on the inplenentation
of electronic comrerce in Poland’ s Central Bank. The subject of next
year's CTIED sem nar is electronic conmerce

At the CTIED neeting proper, the CSG Chair gave a presentation on

UN/ CEFACT, which was well received. Del egations expressed their support
for trade facilitation activities and the serious concern that sone of the
countries nost in need of assistance in this area were unable to
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participate in the work due to financial constraints. A particularly

i mportant issue discussed at the neeting was Bal kan reconstructi on. UN ECE
has been requested to investigate how it can contribute to this effort
within the imts of its mandate.

Y2K STATEMENT

6.

The Steering Group finalized a statenment on the year 2000 issue which will
be distributed to all Heads of Del egati on and working group chairs
(Docunment CEFACT/ 99CS030). The Chair thanked David Dobbi ng, CDWG Chair,
for the hard work he had put into preparing the statenent.

TRANSFER OF SI MPL- EDI AND WEB- BASED EDI ( SI MAC) TO THE EDI FACT WORKI NG GROUP ( EVWG)

7.

At its March 1999 neeting in Atlanta, the Edifact Working Goup (EW5 held
an open neeting to discuss the Sinpl-edi and web-based edi (SI MAC)
recommendati ons and the actions to be taken by EWG  The concl usi on was
that EWG shoul d focus on nessage devel opnment rel ated aspects of UN Sinpl -
edi, such as identifying core data el enents. Each nessage devel opnent
group will contribute to SIMAC within its sphere of expertise and the
overall effort within EWG will be coordinated by Technical Assessnent.

The Open Meeting concluded that the work of SIMAC nmust be noved forward
with the invol venent of other working groups such as Business Process
Anal ysis Working Group (BPAWG) and Techni ques and Met hodol ogy Wor ki ng
G oup (TMAG) .

The former SIMAC Chair expressed satisfaction with the progress of the
work so far but wondered when the result will be made visible. In the
ensui ng di scussion, it was noted that visibility of all UN CEFACT work is
i nportant but that in the case of UN Sinpl-edi many working groups are, or
shoul d be, involved and it is therefore difficult to forecast when
concrete results will be avail able. A repeat Open Meeting on SI MAC has
been schedul ed for the Septenber 1999 Canberra EWG neeti ng.

NEW METHODS OF WORKI NG FOR STANDARDI ZATI ON AND GENERAL MATTERS

10. Duri ng di scussi ons on how UN CEFACT coul d becone nore efficient it was

suggested that working nore electronically, would nake the process nore

i nclusive in as nuch as physical presence at neetings would not be needed.
To that effect the Group decided to approve the principles contained in

t he docunent CEFACT s Open Devel opment Process for Electronic Business
Speci fications (CEFACT/ 1999/ CS025) and apply themto both standardi zation
and general matters. The Group al so decided to devel op a substantive
proposal for the March 2000 Plenary on how this can be acconplished.
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REPORTS FROM MANDATED GROUPS

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

The Code Working Group (CDWG) Chair reported that the core code group
consi sts of about 10 people while approximtely 16 people are actively
involved in the Group’s work through e-mail. A new recomendati on on the
use of Harnmoni zed System codes will soon be ready for public conments.
The recomrendation will be posted on the web and a notification to
interested parties sent out. It is the Group’s intent to present this
recommendati on at the March 2000 Plenary for approval. W rk is also
progressing on the revision of Rec. 20, Codes for nmeasurenents, and on a
new reconmendati on on Codes for means of transport.

. The CDWG Chair also reported that in response to a survey regarding the

future of codes identified in Rec. 20 with the value ”"Z”, which originally
were schedul ed for deletion within three years of the publication of the
recomendation, the majority felt that nost of the codes should be

retai ned. CDWG has established a subgroup to deal with issues related to
Rec. 20.

The Busi ness Process Anal ysis Wrking Goup (BPAWS Chair reported that
the Goup has decided to start its work wi th purchasing, expanding the
domestic supply chain to the international one, focusing at first on three
basi ¢ components: BUY-SHI P-PAY. The initial work will be done in the UK
because of difficulties in getting people together. The Goup is working
closely with TMAG which has provided a draft nethodol ogy. BPAWG has

revi ewed the application of the Unified Mdeling Language (UM.). The
objective in the first phase is to test whether UML actually works. The
Goup will attenmpt to submit the purchasing nodel at the Canberra EWG
meeting to see how other groups may dovetail with the BPAWG effort and to
solicit participation fromthe EWS Purchasi ng G oup

The Techni ques and Met hodol ogy Working Group (TMAG Chair reported that a
nunmber of presentations on TMAG s work and on UML are avail able on the
TMAG website http://ww. unece. org/ cefact/ under “working groups”). The
next neeting will take place in Novenber 1999 in New Ol eans. Resources
are a problemfor the Goup as it is difficult to nmanage the grow ng
nunber of requests and deliver results with only 3 neetings per year

On behal f of the Edifact Wrking Goup (EW3 Chair, Harry Feat herstone
reported that at the Atlanta EWG neeting, nessage devel opnent groups D1
(material managenment) and D3 (quality data) were consolidated into D1. D7
(architecture, engineering and construction) which had not convened for
some time, was de-established and its work noved to D2 which has the
responsibility of re-allocating the work within EWa. A new nessage design
group, D15 (environnment), was established. 1600 Directory Mintenance
Requests (DMR) to the UN EDI FACT standard were processed and it was

deci ded to publish messages on the web as soon as they were approved.
Efforts to stream ine the maintenance process have paid off in that the
cycle is down from12 to 4 nmonths. The establishment of a new group, T9
(object oriented EDI), was approved and it will meet for the first time in
Canberra in Septenber 1999
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16.

17.

18.

The Legal Working Group (LWG Rapporteur reported that the group met in
Barcelona in May and that a new Chair has been elected, M. Rob van Esch
fromthe Netherlands. An LWG sub-group has been established in the Asia
region and a North American LWG subgroup is being established. LWG will
endeavour to establish further sub-groups in other areas of the world as
well. LWG's main work itemis the E-Comrerce Agreenent, which has been
sent to CECD, WIO, UNCTAD, UNCI TRAL, |CC and UN CEFACT for comrents. O her
work itens include the devel opment of codes of conduct, judicia

gui del ines for e-comerce and el ectronic signatures.

In regard to reports, the Secretariat appealed for regular witten reports
fromworking group chairs, prepared in a clear |anguage such that the
reports can be used as background docunents for pronotional and
educational material explaining UN CEFACT issues, progress and

acconpli shments to a w der audience.

The Head of the UN CEFACT Secretariat reported that he, on an exceptiona
basi s, had chaired the International Trade Procedure Working G oup (I TPWG
meeting in January 1999 in Geneva. The neeting had been successful in

t hat one new and three revised Reconmendati ons had been finalized and
subsequent|y approved by the Plenary. An | TPWG neeti ng had been schedul ed
first for April and then for June but had been postponed in both cases.
The work of the Group has suffered fromnot having a Chair. In the Spring
the International Road Union (IRU nonmi nated M. Roger Black, United

Ki ngdom as Chair and the Dutch del egati on nonminated M. Alex de Lijster as
Vice-chair. |TPWs should have voted on these noninations at its June
nmeeting but, as a result of key |TPWG nenbers wanting | TPWG situation to
be di scussed by the CSG first, the nmeeting has been postponed unti

Sept enber 22-24, 1999. The CSG assigned M. Rob van Kui k, Netherlands to
be the I TPWG “chanpion” until new officers have been el ected.

COORDI NATI ON AND COHESI VENESS BETWEEN MANDATED GROUPS

19.

20.

21.

The Chair enphasized that in a voluntary process, such as those of

UN/ CEFACT, it is inmportant to pursue close and informal |inks between
wor ki ng groups. However, informal |inks and contacts are no |onger
adequate and formal procedures are needed to ensure coordination and
cohesi veness between groups. Conflicts between working groups should be
resol ved by the CSG

It was pointed out that the UN CEFACT procedural document, R 650,

speci fies |inkages between Working G oups and Pl enary and that working
groups’ work and direction, including terns of reference, shall be
reviewed by CSG at |east annually. It was also noted that this procedure
has not been fully conmplied with.

The CSG decided to adapt the I SO resolution procedure for recording
deci si ons and comuni cati ng plans and needs between worki ng groups.

TRADE FACI LI TATI ON



22.

23.

24.

25.

R R S R N R A SR VRV

page 7

The Chair noted that UN/CEFACT's work in trade facilitation is global and
shoul d i nclude the greatest number of countries possible, both devel oped,
transiti onal and devel opi ng ones and thus be inclusive. Furthernore,

UN CEFACT' s work on the UN EDI FACT standards has resulted in UN CEFACT s
mandat e goi ng beyond trade. In the area of trade procedures, services
could be included as well

It was pointed out that although many international organizations are
involved in trade facilitation and have devel oped conventi ons, agreenents
and/ or recommendations in various specific or sectorial fields, UN CEFACT
is special in that it sees trade facilitation as a business process, and
has as its objective to be the global focal point for trade facilitation
i ssues and the source of expertise in international trade facilitation
matters. UN CEFACT al so brings together government and business in a
single forum Vis-a-vis UNCTAD, UN CEFACT devel ops trade facilitation
tool s and standards whereas UNCTAD provides inplementation and capacity
bui l di ng support. Vis-a-vis the WIO, the Chair suggested that UN CEFACT
has a “m cro” approach whereas WO has a “nacro” view of internationa
econom ¢ and busi ness rel ati onshi ps.

The Regi onal Advisor to the Southeastern Europe Cooperative Initiative
(SECI) noted that while he attended the WO debate on trade facilitation
during the first day of the CSG neeting, UNCTAD was mentioned 8 tinmes, WCO
4 times and ECE twi ce whereas UN CEFACT was not nentioned at all

suggesting that UN CEFACT needs to do a better job at “marketing” itself.

The Secretariat presented a nunmber of proposals for new work projects that
| TPWG nmight wish to consider, including a project to revise and expand the
1994 Conpendi um of Trade Facilitation Reconmendati ons. These proposal s
will be submitted to the | TPWG for consideration at its next neeting

| NTERNATI ONAL DEVELOPMENTS

WI'O DEVELOPMENTS

26.

27

28.

29.

On the first day of the CSG neeting, WIO held a parallel neeting on trade
facilitation, which was attended by several CSG nenmbers. The purpose of
the WIO neeting was to conclude the series of informal discussions on
trade facilitation within WI'O. By Novenber 1999, WIO is scheduled to

deci de whether trade facilitation will be an integral part of the next
round of WIO negotiations, the so-called “nillenium round”

.As WIO agreenents are mandatory, the issue of including trade facilitation

is that that could nake certain trade facilitati on neasures compul sory
rather than as now voluntary.

The CSG supports the inclusion of trade facilitation measures in the next
round of WIO negoti ati ons.

An interesting i ssue being discussed within WIO concerns how to charge
Customs duty on goods delivered electronically. In regard to this, the
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Chair underlined the particular interest that UN CEFACT has in closely
following WIO initiatives related to el ectronic business

BALKAN RECONSTRUCTI ON

30.

31.

The Chair reported that all UN bodi es have been requested to consider the
i ssue of Bal kan reconstruction. The UV ECE has linited resources,
however, and will not attenpt to launch a regional initiative, although it
m ght get involved in specific projects in specific countries. The ECE
under UN/ CEFACT, provides a Regional Advisor on trade facilitation to the
Sout heast European Cooperative Initiative.

The SECI Regi onal Advisor reported that 10 of 11 SECI countries have PRO
conmi ttees based on the UN CEFACT Reconmmendation #4. He furthernore
suggested that UN CEFACT may have an interesting opportunity to work
closely with these PRO committees through | TPWG and that | TPWG ni ght wi sh
to pro-actively invite participation and comments on its work program from
the SECI PRO Committees. He al so encouraged CSG to participate in SECI
trade facilitation mssions and invited nenbers to provide himwith their
CV, if interested.

OECD

32.

The OECD is preparing a new Mnisterial Conference on electronic comrerce
in Cctober in Paris as a followup to | ast year’s conference in Otawa,
Canada. UN CEFACT has been requested to update its previous contribution
to the conference. Carol Cosgrove-Sacks, Director of the UN ECE Trade

Di vi si on, acconpanied by the CSG Chair, wll attend and has been invited
to give a presentation. The Chair reported that OECD has done i nportant
work on el ectronic conrerce framework i ssues and that WO has depended
heavily on this work.

UNCTAD

33.UNCTAD' s role in trade facilitation and el ectronic comerce is primarily

one of capacity building and devel opnment for | ess devel oped countri es,
particularly in the areas of trade, Custonms and transport. UNCTAD is an
active participant in and supporter of UN CEFACT activities in general and
I TPWG in particular. The Group agreed that it was inmportant that the
Secretariat nmonitored UNCTAD s activities in trade facilitation and

el ectronic commerce to ensure synergy and avoid overlap or counter-
productive initiatives.

OTHER REG ONS

34. The Head of the Secretariat reported that UN/ CEFACT for a long time has

mai nt ai ned excellent Iinks with the Econom ¢ and Social Comm ssion for
Asia Pacific (ESCAP). Such |inks have now al so been established with the
Econom ¢ and Social Conmm ssion for Western Asia (ESCWA) where the
Executive Secretary recently wote to all menber countries encouraging the
establ i shment of PRO conmittees based on UN CEFACT Recommendati on #4. A
PRO committee has been established in Lebanon and it is hoped and expected
that it will be a nodel for the other ESCWA countries. A delegation from
the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) attended the Plenary and is
presently planning a trade facilitation training semnar in conjunction
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with the Secretariat, UNCTAD and the International Trade Centre (ITC). In
order to extend the cooperation with Regi onal Commi ssions, ECE has witten
to the Econonmic Conmi ssion for Latin America and the Cari bbean (ECLAC)
encouragi ng the establishment of PRO comrittees in that regi on and
participation in UN CEFACT s work

ASI A COUNCI L FOR THE FACI LI TATI ON OF PROCEDURES AND PRACTI CES FOR DM NI STRATI ON,
COMMERCE AND TRANSPORT ( AFAC)

35. The Asia Rapporteur reported that AFACT had held a neeting in Singapore in

April and devel oped by-laws which will be submitted for adoption at its
nmeeting in Septenmber in Seoul, Korea. The AFACT by-laws will be circul ated
to CSG nmembers once adopted. AFACT currently has 12 nenber countries, of
whi ch Chinese Taipei is one, and is being chaired by the delegate for the
Islami ¢ Republic of Iran

XML — EXTENSI BLE MARKUP LANGUAGE

36.

37.

38.

Web based el ectronic business is devel oping fast and the standard used for
this is eXtensible Markup Language. The concern of UN CEFACT is to ensure
that there will be interoperability between UN ED FACT and XM

devel opnents for electronic business. 1In this context it is interesting
to note that The Economist, in its 26'" June 1999 issue states that

busi ness-to-consuner el ectroni c comrerce (web-based) ampunted to about USD
8 billion | ast year conpared with USD 43 billion of business-to-business
e-commerce (edi).

There was conmon agreenment that UN CEFACT has to explore possibilities of
establishing links with organizations involved with internet standards in
order to ensure a strong voice in the XM. devel opnents that relate to

el ectronic data interchange with the objective of preserving the

UN/ EDI FACT senmantics. Furthernmore, CSG decided to make an announcenent in
this regard by early Septenmber 1999. To that effect an extraordi nary CSG
nmeeting may be called on August 31/ Septenber 1.

The TMAG Chair reported on a recent X12 study regarding XM. whi ch
concl uded that X12 messages cannot be automatically recast into XM.. This
is also true for UN EDI FACT nessages.

STANDARDI ZATI ON

ECE/ | EC/ | SO MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG ( MOU) DEVELOPMENTS

39.

The Standards Liaison Rapporteur reported that the |1SO and | EC
Secretariats has expressed a wi sh for nore active participation in the MU
wor k by the UN CEFACT Secretariat. He furthernore reported that a subgroup
of the MbU on Commopn Busi ness Objects had met on the Friday prior to the
CSG neeting. The neeting had been di sappointing in that TCl84, Industria
automati on systens and i ntegration, was now questioni ng whet her “objects”
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shoul d be the focus of the Novenmber sunmit in New Orleans, which is being
hel d back-to-back with the MU nmanagement meeting (which will be chaired
by the CSG Chair) A joint paper by CALS-1SO UN CEFACT will be prepared and
a sumit organi zed on the subject. Agreement was reached on the need for
conmon semantic definitions for tags. This could possibly be done within
the BSR project — this however is separate from Common Busi ness Obj ects.

| SO TC154

40.

The Standards Liai son Rapporteur reported that |1SO TCl54, the |ISO
Technical Conmittee on Processes, data el enments and docunents in conmerce,
i ndustry and admi ni stration, has unbl ocked the UN EDI FACT Syntax 9375 part
9 on security. The Joint Syntax Working Goup (JSW5 will neet together
with TMAG towards the end of February 2000. The Rapporteur nentioned that
it is being considered to close down JSWG as its work has been conpl et ed.

UNTDED

41.

42.

EDI

43.

The Chair introduced M. Francois Vuilleunmier, Chair of TC 154, and al so
of Europro, the Association of comrittees of sinplified procedures for
international trade within the European Union and the European Free Trade
Association. M. Vuilleunm er explained that there is a renewed interest in
the United Nations Layout Key (UNLK) and the Trade Data El ement Directory
( TDED) .

Due to the high investment in Europe in paper forms (estimted at about
USD 1 billion) stakeholders are resistant to changes in UNLK and TDED, but
at the sane tinmes there are inconsistencies between the TDED and the

EDI FACT Data El ement Directory (EDED) which should be addressed. M.
Vuill eumier stated that the TDED was basically sound but that about 5-10%
of entries needed updating or correction. He also nmentioned, as a point of
interest, that the G/ countries have established a data alignnent group
which is basing its work on the 1973 version of the TDED. CSG established
an ad-hoc group to evaluate the substantive inconsistencies between TDED
and EDED and to propose a course of action

SECURI TY - DOCUMENT R. 1026 VERSUS | SO 9735

The Standards Liaison Rapporteur reported that there were inconsistencies
in inmplenmentations of UN/ EDI FACT security measures due to the fact that
sonme i nplenmenters were still relying on an outdated paper, R 1026, which
had been superseded by security neasures specified by the Syntax. In
response to this situation, CSG prepared the followi ng three resol utions:

RESOLUTI ON CSG99- 2

The UN/ CEFACT Steering Group agreed to clarify the status of
t he document TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1026, including its addenda — by restating the
purpose of this document as foll ows:

R 1026 and its addenda were issued for the sole purpose of
trialing security features. WP.4 agreed to a trial period of 2 years,
after which period R 1026 would no | onger be a valid docunent for
i mpl enmentation. Further, WP.4 stated that any production inplenentation
of UN EDI FACT security features shall be based on | SO 9375, Version 4.



UN

44,

45,

46.
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Therefore, R 1026 is no longer a valid basis for security inplenmentations.
All users are recomended to use | SO 9735 Version 4.

RESOLUTI ON CS(99- 3

The UN CEFACT Steering Group (CSG agreed that the CYPHER
security message has no official status in the UN EDI FACT devel opnent
process. The functionality of “CYPHER' is contained in Part 7 (Security
rules for batch EDI — confidentiality) of 1SO 9735, Version 4

RESOLUTI ON CS(99- 4

The UN/ CEFACT Steering G oup (CSG resolved that there shall
be no UN CEFACT wor ki ng group activities that support the application of
functionality introduced in |ISO 9375 Version 4 into | SO 9375 Version 3
either directly or indirectly, i.e. via syntax, security or nmessage
i mpl enent ati on gui del i nes.

As a general rule, the CSG resolved that an integral part of
the version/rel ease procedure is that new and enhanced features introduced
with one version/rel ease are not retroactively applied to any earlier
version/rel ease

FI ED MODELI NG LANGUAGE (UML) REPCSI TORY

Harry Featherstone introduced a proposal to establish a web-based
repository of new and exi sting business and information nodels descri bing
busi ness transactions and a specification for such a repository. An offer
has been received to finance the acquisition phase of the repository.
However, contributions are required for continuing operating and

mai nt enance cost on a fair share basis. In this regard, UN CEFACT need to
establish a policy on contributions in kind. It was confirmed that a UML
repository is a necessary pre-requisite for object-oriented edi (oo-edi),
whi ch TMAG considers to be the next generation edi standards. He al so
reported that this effort is supported by the Anerican edi standards
organi zati on X12.

The Group was very much in support of the repository but expressed concern
about obtaining funding. In the past contributions in kind has often been
received on a one-to-one basis with no requirenment for a generic approach
or policy. However, as a result of the scope of the project and the
expected closer co-operation with private partners, also in relation to
XM., there was agreenent that a generic policy on contributions in kind
woul d be usef ul

The TMAG Chair expressed concern that in spite of UN CEFACT' s conmit nment
to UML nodel i ng several working groups are not using this tool in their
work. I n response, the CSG prepared the follow ng Resol ution
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UN

47.

48.

RESOLUTI ON CS(99-5

The UN/ CEFACT Steering G oup (CSG resolved to confirmits
prior decision to inplenent business and informtion nodeling anong al
enpower ed wor ki ng groups and the Unified Mdeling Language (UMW)
techni que, as adopted by the UN CEFACT Pl enary. Recognizing the inpact on
all working group prograns, the CSG further resolves that all working

groups shall, at their next neeting, develop a plan for the inplenmentation
of UML nodeling techniques or utilization of such nodeling output, as
appropriate. Such plans shall include effective dates, training,
resources, and technical requirements which will pernit harnonization and

coordi nati on anmong all UN CEFACT working groups. These plans shall be
furni shed to the CSG

DATABASE AND AUTOVATI ON

The Head of UN CEFACT Secretariat presented the Directory Production
Report and stressed that due to serious software problens and probl ens
with the data quality, the production team had spent a consi derabl e nunber
of evenings and weekends in order to produce the UN EDI FACT Directory
D99B. In recognition of this effort he officially thanked the production

t eam whi ch was headed by Jean Kubl er and included Cl audio Meza, Yves Le
Mar chand and Kauno Tangur of the Secretariat. The automation process will
be continued under the new team | eader, Markus Pikart, who recently joined
the Secretariat. The D99B Directory is in conformance with the syntax
version 3.

Harry Featherstone reported that user conmunities are progressi ng nmessages
with the syntax |1SO 9375 Version 4 capabilities and that the supporting
Directory was supposed to have been ready by April 1. The CSG Chair
summari zed the issues as how best to proceed to version 4 and how to avoid
the Directory production problens which were the worst ever. The Chair
stated that the CSG has a collective responsibility to ensure that this
situation is not repeated. However, coments and recomendati ons from EWG
on the situation were needed before further action could be taken

SECRETARI AT RESOURCES AND ALLOCATI ON

49,

The Head of UN CEFACT Secretariat reported that over the |last year the
Secretariat has had | ess than 50% of its budgeted staff but as of August
1, 1999 the staff will be conplete for the first tinme in many years. The
UN CEFACT Secretariat consists of three parts with Hans Hansell in charge:
The UN EDI FACT support and directory production group of five with Jean
Kubl er in overall charge and Markus Pikart as the new team | eader for the
directory production group; the trade procedures group of Roci o Cardenas
and Vlasta Macku - the latter joining the Secretariat as of August 1 and
scheduled to be in overall charge of the procedures group; the SECI

Regi onal Advisor, WII Keenan, who will shortly be joined by an assistant,
and two secretaries. The Agricultural Standards G oup, consisting of Tom
Hei |l andt and a secretary, also reports to Hans Hansel |
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Ms. Carol Cosgrove-Sacks, director of the Trade Division of which

UN/ CEFACT is a section, has been required by M Berthel ot, the Executive
Secretary to be nore involved in representing the ECE and the Division to
the outside world. As a result it is expected that Hans Hansell, as
deputy director of the Trade Division, will be spending nore tinme on

adm nistrative issues relating to the Division as a whole and | ess on

UN CEFACT matters. The Secretariat will continue to provide support to
the Working Groups, as in the past. The Secretariat’s main constraint at
present, is its very limted travel budget, which makes it very difficult
to attend neetings outside of Geneva.

PROMOTI ON AND AWARENESS

51.

52.

53.

54.

The CSG Chair will discuss how to inprove the UN CEFACT website with the
Secretariat and the Director of the Trade Division and al so consi der how
to obtain contributions in kind to achieve this.

The Promption Ad-hoc Working G oup (PAWG) Chair presented the ldentity
Manual for UN CEFACT. The Manual will be the framework for all externa
conmuni cati ons of the Centre and its working groups and will provide rules
for how to use the | ogo. The PAWG group, as a contribution in kind,
obt ai ned professional advice on the logo froma multinationa

adverti senment conpany. The issue of possibly registering names given to
products created by UN CEFACT was al so di scussed.

The CSG Chair informed the G oup that there will be a Round Table in

“El ectronic Commerce” in conjunction with the CTIED for next June 2000.
The CTIED has requested ideas fromthe CSG for the program and for
sponsors of this Conference. The UN CEFACT Pl enary Conference needs to be
pl anned with this in mnd. During the ensuing discussions it was
suggested that the Conference should |ast nmore than 1 day as otherw se
many del egati ons nay have difficulties justifying the trip. Also, it was
suggested that he target audience for the Conference should be nore

i ndustry and non-governnent sector oriented than in the previous
Conf er ence.

The CSG Menber fromlIndia offered to help with the printing of the
Conf erence brochure.

COPYRI GHT, OPERATI ONAL FI NANCI NG, AND CONTRI BUTI ONS I N KI ND

55.

The CDWG Chair presented the above report which is a proposal to invite
contributions for producing and distributing CD s on UN CEFACT. The Head
of UN CEFACT Secretariat reported that the Secretariat has produced a
master CD on the subject and that it is currently with the UN sales
departnment for pricing. He furthernore reported that EFTA has produced a
CD on trade facilitation, which will be distributed to CSG Menbers and
Head of Del egati ons when avail abl e.
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REVI SI ON OF TRADE/ R. 650

56. A revi sion of docunment TRADE/ R. 650, UN CEFACT' s procedural manual, is due
and should be submitted at the next Plenary for approval. The G oup
agreed that the revision should include a review of itens such as term of
of fice, nom nations of Chairs and Vice-Chairs, nunber of elected nmenbers,
and the conposition of CSG which should reflect the main areas of the
approved work program

PLANNI NG FOR THE 2000 MARCH PLENARY

57. The CSG agreed that UN CEFACT needs to design an agenda that is nore
interesting and attractive for the Plenary participants both in content
and delivery. CSG Chair stressed that the agenda format for the next
Pl enary was very inportant, because the sane format will be used in the
future. It was suggested to have policy issues first and afterwards
presentations from Wrking Goups and information itens.

ROLLI NG EI GHTEEN- MONTH LI ST OF MEETI NG DATES
58. Next neeting dates are as follows:

31 August/ 1 Septenber, 1999 — to be confirned
22-25 Novenber, 1999 - Geneva

1 April, 2000 — follow ng UN CEFACT Pl enary
22-25 May, 2000

28-31 August, 2000

20- 23 Novenber, 2000

ANY OTHER BUSI NESS

59. The Prelimnary Summary Deci sion List has been anended in accordance with
these M nutes.



