CUSTOMS

Upon entering Mexico, in all cases, you must fill out one customs form per family. The

form will be given to you by the crew of the ship or plane, depending on your means of

transport. In all other cases, it will be given to you, or you will be able to obtain it, at the

point of entry (border, airport, or seaport).

It is very important that you fill out the said form correctly, since you will be subject to a

random search, and incorrect information may constitute a crime.

The obligation to declare before the customs authority applies to every individual who

acts on his own behalf, as well as to the legal representatives of national or foreign

individuals or corporations, to the officials and employees of international organizations,

and to the employees of messenger services who carry with them quantities that, for

such purposes, the Law indicates must be declared.

Once you have filled out the Customs Declaration Form, you may proceed to the

automated selection mechanism, or fiscal traffic light. This is when it will be indicated

whether a passenger must allow the customs authority to inspect his goods.

If the mechanism determines that you are subject to revision (red light), you must give

the Declaration to the individual that is going to perform the inspection and open your

baggage, so that what you declared on the form may be corroborated.

If the mechanism determines that the inspection will not be performed (green light),

simply hand in your declaration and you may leave without undergoing further

procedures.

The result of the automated selection mechanism (fiscal semaphore) does not depend

on any personal criteria whatsoever; it is completely random.

If, upon arriving in or leaving national territory, you are carrying with you quantities in

cash, in national or foreign checks, in money orders or any other document to be

cashed, or a combination of the above in a quantity greater than ten thousand US dollars

or its equivalent in other foreign currencies, you are obliged to declare them to the

customs authorities, registering them by means of the “Customs Declaration”

(Declaración de Aduana) and “Declaration of Passenger’s Money in Exit” (Declaración

de Dinero Salida de Pasajeros) forms. The said declaration must be submitted at the

entry or exit customs, as appropriate. To carry such a quantity upon entering or leaving

the country is not a crime, but not declaring it is a felony.

2.1.1. Goods that you may bring into Mexico without paying taxes

You may freely bring your personal luggage and a variety of exempt goods that vary

according to the route by which you enter the country. There is a permit for goods in

addition to your luggage that you may bring into the country tax-free.

2.1.1.1. List of articles that make up personal luggage

1. New or used goods for personal use, such as clothing, footwear, and hygiene

products, so long as they are in accordance with the duration of the trip, and their

quantity does not suggest that they can be the object of commercialization.

2. One photographic camera and one video recorder, and, when appropriate, their

power source; up to twelve rolls of unused film or video cassettes; printed or filmed

photographic material; one cellular telephone apparatus and one pager; one

typewriter; one new or used portable computer, of those called laptop, notebook,

omni book, etc. In this case it is not necessary to have the permit before importation.

3. Two sets of used personal sports equipment, as long as they can be transported by

one person.

4. One portable radio apparatus for the recording and reproduction of sound, or one

dual purpose.

5. Five laser disks, five DVD disks, 20 compact disks (CD) or magnetic tapes (audio

cassettes) for the reproduction of sound.

6. Books and magazines, whose quantity does not suggest that they can be the object

of commercialization.

7. Five toys, as long as they can be transported by one person.

8. Medicine for personal use. The prescription must be shown if they are psychotropic

substances.

9. Cases, chests, and suitcases necessary for the transport of goods.

10. One pair of binoculars.

11. One musical instrument, as long as it can be transported by one person.

12. One tent and one set of camping equipment.

13. One surfboard or sailboard.

14. Regarding disabled persons, goods for personal use that, by their characteristics,

compensate for or diminish their disability.

15. Adult passengers may also introduce a maximum of 20 packs of cigarettes, 25 cigars

or 200 grams of tobacco, and up to 3 liters of wine, beer, or liquor, with the

understanding that a larger quantity of these products cannot be imported without

complying with the applicable regulations and restrictions
