Briefing for Diplomats from Geneva-based Permanent Missions
On the Work of UNECE and the Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT)

In Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business

Tuesday, 31 August

10:00 – 13:00

Salle V, Palais des Nations, Geneva

10:00 – 10:15
Welcome address

Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Timber Division 
Stuart Feder, Chair, United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT)

10:15 – 10:30
UN/CEFACT in the UN structure


Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Timber Division

10:30 – 11:00
Overview of UN/CEFACT

Stuart Feder, Chair, United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT)

· Public-Private Stakeholder Community 

· Integrated Strategy

· Collaboration Framework

11:00 – 11:45
UN/CEFACT deliverables - Trade Facilitation Recommendations & eBusiness Standards - Mike Doran, Chair, UN/CEFACT Forum Management Group

· Trade Facilitation Recommendations 
· The World Trade Organization trade-facilitation discussions

· eBusiness Standards
11:45 – 12:00
Questions and answers
12:00 – 12:40    UNECE trade-facilitation tools and capacity-building, and the joint approach of the UN regional commissions 


Tom Butterly, Chief, Global Trade Solutions Section, UNECE

Markus Pikart, Team Leader, eBusiness Standards, UNECE
Mario Apostolov, Regional Advisor on Trade Facilitation, UNECE
· Capacity-building activities,  including tools and training

· Joint UN regional commission approach

· UN Network of Experts on Trade Facilitation and eBusiness

· Collaboration with other UN and related agencies

12:40 – 12:50
Questions and answers
12:50 – 13:00
Summary and conclusions
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