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On A Typical Day, CBP Processes:

• 1.1 million passengers and pedestrians
• 70,900 truck, rail and sea containers
• 240,737 international air passengers
• 71,151 ship passengers
• 327,042 privately owned vehicles
• $84,400,000 in duties and fees
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Two Tracks of CBP IPR Enforcement

–Civil Administrative Seizure and 
Forfeiture

• Title 19 U.S.C. § 1526 / 19 U.S.C § 1595a

–Criminal Case Development
• Title 18 violations



Structure of CBP IPR Enforcement

• Four Principle Components:
– Legal Department (IPR Branch, Office of Regulations & 

Rulings)

– Office of International Trade Specialist (Los 
Angeles Strategic Trade Center)

– Office of Field Operations
• Inspectors (Examination)
• Import Specialists (Examination/Appraise)
• Paralegal Specialists (Process cases)

– IPR Center (Criminal Investigators)



Laws and Regulations

• Counterfeit trademarks -
Seizure Authority Violation Citation
19 U.S.C. § 1526 18 U.S.C. § 2320
19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c)

• Confusingly similar trademarks –
Seizure Authority Violation Citation
19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c) 15 U.S.C. § 1124

• Piratical Copyrights –
Seizure Authority Violation Citation
19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c) 17 U.S.C. § 602

• Exports –
Seizure Authority
19 U.S.C. § 1595a(d)



Laws and Regulations
Copyrights

Piratical Copies – Actual or substantially similar copies of a 
registered copyrighted work, produced and imported in 
contravention of the rights of the copyright owner.

Clearly Piratical – Overwhelming and substantial 
similarity  between the copyrighted elements of the 
protected work and the imported item so as to clearly
indicate that one work is based upon the other.
Seizure under 19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c) for violation of 
17 U.S.C. § 602 or 17 U.S.C. § 501, as appropriate.



Laws and Regulations
Trademarks

Counterfeit – A spurious (false, non-genuine) trademark which
is identical to, or substantially indistinguishable from, a federally 
registered U.S. trademark. 

Seizure under 19 U.S.C. § 1526 and 19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c) for
Violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2320

Confusingly similar trademarks – A mark which is similar to the 
genuine trademark such that it is likely to cause confusion as to
source or sponsorship.

Seizure under 19 U.S.C. § 1595a(c) for violation of 15 U.S.C. §
1124



Challenges to Enforcement

• Significant and increasing threat 
• Organized crime syndicates / Transnational crime
• Changing landscape
• Mission shift
• Manpower
• Funding 



Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement
ACTA

• Goals
• Challenges
• Effects



Technological Resources
www.cbp.gov

• Intellectual Property Rights e-Recordation (IPRR)
• Intellectual Property Rights Search (IPRS)



Technological Resources

Intellectual Property Rights Recordation (IPRR)

• Allows right holders to electronically file IPR 
recordation applications

• Able to upload images of the protected work or 
trademark

• Information accessible by CBP field personnel
• Before recording with CBP the rights holder 

must have a U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
Registration Number or the U.S. Copyright 
Office Registration Number 





























Thank You

Questions? Comments?

Todd.Reves@uspto.gov


