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Item 1 - Adoption of the agenda 
 
1. The Agenda was adopted. 
 
 
Item 2 - Review of programme implementation  
 
2. The Secretariat briefed the Bureau on the Status of programme implementation and 
important recent developments bearing on CECI work.  
 
3.      The Secretariat presented the activities of the TOS on Innovation and Competitiveness 
Policies since the last session of the Committee, the major focus of which was the preparation of 
the final version of the Innovation Performance Reviews for Kazakhstan and work on a similar 
report for Ukraine. In addition, under this subprogramme the secretariat has started developing a 
new area dealing with territorial and regional aspects of innovation. To raise the effectiveness 
and improve the dissemination of results of the work on innovation and knowledge-based 
development, in the fourth quarter of 2012 the Secretariat will launch a newsletter to be 
distributed to the interested constituency. As a follow-up to the innovation performance review, 
a memorandum of understanding was signed with Belarus, which envisaged further activities to 
facilitate the implementation of the recommendations of the review. Under the framework of this 
memorandum, an expert seminar will be organized in July 2012 in Minsk to discuss the use of 
public resources in high-risk projects related to innovation. A similar memorandum was signed 
with Kazakhstan in May. The UN Development Account project dealing with innovation, which 
will start this year, will deal with the interface between the environmental and innovation 
policies and application of green technologies in SPECA countries, and with financing of 
innovation and clean technologies infrastructure through PPPs. The Chairman of the Committee 
mentioned that the relevant Government Agencies of Finland might be interested in supporting 
the work of UNECE in this cross-cutting area. The Bureau thought that in certain cases some 
income-generating activities by the Committee could facilitate the participation of countries in 
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the work on innovation policies. The TOS ICP should also encourage the dialogue between the 
technoparks in various countries which often face similar problems.  
 
4.     It was noted that the outcome of the WIPO-UNECE consultations on delineating the 
spheres of responsibilities of the two organizations was awaiting the final confirmation from 
WIPO. The Bureau encouraged the Secretariat to finalize the consultations with WIPO as soon 
as possible, which would enable a closer cooperation and organization of joint events. 
 
5.      In the area of PPPs a major event during the reporting period was the organization of PPP 
days involving 700 participations from 70 countries. The UNECE ExCom approved the UNECE 
Toolkit as part of PPP Initiative, while the PPP readiness assessment studies for Moldova and 
Belarus were in progress. One of the challenges of work in this area is the lack of resources and 
the need for strong secretariat support of national PPP centres.  Currently the Secretariat is 
negotiating an arrangement with Eurasian Development Bank to finance the preparation of the 
PPP readiness assessments reports in SPECA countries, which will be eventually structured as a 
UNDP-sponsored development project.      
 
6. The Bureau took note of the status of programme implementation, and in particular in the 
areas of PPPs and innovation policies. 
 
 
Item 3 – Preparation for the seventh session of CECI, 5 – 7 December 2012 - Provisional 
agenda for the sixth session. 
 
7.     The Secretariat briefed the Bureau on the status of preparations for the seventh session of 
the Committee. As at the sixth session of the Committee, the Substantive discussion Segment of 
the session would be split into two parts. The first one will be devoted to the Innovation 
Performance Review of Ukraine and the second one to issues dealing with raising the efficiency 
of advice to member States and quality of consultants on PPP matters. The Bureau was also 
reminded that the current programme of work was provisional and would be approved by 
ExCom at the end of the review process. In the context of the forthcoming changes in its 
composition, the Bureau reflected on ways and means of assuring the efficiency and continuity 
of Governance of the Committee. The Committee approved in principle the draft Provisional 
agenda of the seventh session of CECI with the understanding that the work on the agenda can 
continue until the deadline for its submission. 
 
 
Item 4 – Draft Rules of Procedure of CECI 
 
8.       The Secretariat introduced this item and noted that the draft Rules drew on the experience 
of the Commission, good practices of its other Committees and well as on the procedural 
experience of CECI itself. The Bureau discussed and approved the draft, which would be 
submitted to the attention and approval by the Committee at the seventh session.   
 
 
Item 5 – Governance Structure of UNECE PPP Initiative 
 
9.     The Bureau noted that the Governance structure of the Initiative would be a part of the 
overall governance structure of UNECE. The current two Chairs of the TOS PPP would be 
responsible for the two distinct areas of work, respectively, centres of excellence, on the one 
hand, and toolkit and readiness assessment work, on the other. The Bureau asked the Secretariat 
to delineate more clearly the functions of various bodies under the Initiative, and note, in 
particular the engagement of the Advisory board in fund-raising. To this end, the Secretariat 
should hold another round of consultations with the TOS Bureau taking into account the 
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proposals by the CECI’s Bureau. The Bureau recommended that the Governance Structure of 
UNECE PPP Initiative be presented to the next session of the Committee as a conference room 
paper. 
 
 
Item 6 - Other business  
 
10.    The Secretariat briefed the Bureau on the roadmap for the process of reviewing the 2005 
UNECE Reform developed by the Commission. The Bureau took note of this information. 
 
11.     The Bureau agreed in principle with the proposed dates for the seventh session of CECI to 
be tentatively held on 4 – 6 December 2013.  
 
12.     The Bureau took note of the forthcoming retirement of Mr. Rumen Dobrinsky, Director of 
ECID. It thanked Mr. Dobrinsky for his devoted and efficient service, and wished him success in 
any new endeavours. 
 


