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Why a treaty to manage water resources 
and prevent water-related diseases? 
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In the pan-European region:
14 people die every day of diarrheal 
disease due to inadequate water, 
sanitation and hygiene  (*WHO, 2016)
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• 21 million do not use basic drinking-water services

• 57 million do not enjoy piped water at premises

• 4.7 million use surface water 

• 36 million lack access to basic sanitation services

• 328 000 practice open defecation

• 30% and 60% of urban wastewater, in high- and upper-middle income countries released 
to the environment without treatment 

• 3/4 without basic drinking-water services live in rural areas 
• 20% of rural dwellers live in homes without access to basic drinking water, as opposed to 

3% of urban residents in the Caucus and Central Asia 

• Emerging threats: Legionella, micropollutants, antimicrobial resistance

In the pan-European region … 
(WHO, 2017) 



The Protocol on Water and Health

World’s first legal 
treaty designed to 

reduce water-
related deaths and 
diseases through 
improved water 
management

It is up to the countries 
to translate its legal 
provisions into the 

reality of greater access 
to safe water and 

improved sanitation

26 countries 
are Parties to 
the Protocol

UNECE and 
WHO/Europe 
provide joint 
secretariat 
services

4



Protocol covers the entire water cycle
@ MED action plan

@ WHO EURO photo collection

@ UNEP photo collection
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Scope and provisions

Adequate supplies of wholesome drinking-water

Provision of adequate sanitation that protects health and the environment

Protection of water resources, including the reduction of harmful discharges

Safe use of water for recreational purposes

Safe use of wastewater and sewage sludge in agriculture

Effective surveillance systems for monitoring and for responding to incidents 
and outbreaks



The Protocol’s goal is achieved through 4 
entwined outcomes
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Framework
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Environmental 
Management

Health 
Outcomes

Effective protection of water related 
ecosystems and sustainable use of 
water resources
Provision of adequate supplies of 
wholesome drinking water

Prevention, control and reduction of 
water-related diseases
Detection, contingency planning 
and response to outbreaks
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Impact of the work under the Protocol

• Substantial progress achieved in almost all countries 
in terms of increased access to safe drinking water 

• More households connected to centralized or 
decentralized water supply systems

• Increased quality of water bodies (impressive declines 
in both bacterial and chemical contaminants)

• WHO Water Safety Plan (WSP) uptake

The Protocol:
• Works with countries to ensure political will 

combined with intersectoral strategies
• Provides platform for capacity building and 

professional training across the region
• Promotes deeper understanding of the relationship 

between water, sanitation and health
• Encourages the uptake of internationally recognized tools 

and approaches in regulation, management (WSPs and SSPs) 
and surveillance, both in policy and practice



Linkages to 2030 Agenda and the SDGs
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Address the whole water cycle

Focus on intersectorality

Focus on inequalities

Define ultimate objectives and countries set its own targets

 Follow-up and review of progress

2030 Agenda and Protocol: coherence 
of approaches



At the national and regional levels:

• Set coherent targets under the two frameworks

• Use the same national platform for the Protocol and relevant SDGs implementation

• Exchange good practices and lessons learned on the process and specific thematic 

issues

• Build capacity on the Protocol and 2030 Agenda together (forthcoming publication: 

Protocol on Water and Health and the 2030 Agenda: a practical guide for joint 

implementation

What could it mean in practice?



Programme of work for 2017-2019



Setting targets and reporting

Setting targets and indicators 
and implementing them

• Intersectoral coordination 
mechanisms

• Baseline analysis
• Setting targets and 

indicators
• Official adoption at 

highest
possible level

• Developing 
implementation action 
plans

• Regular revision

Reporting on progress

• Collect and evaluate 
data on common 
indicators, national 
targets and Protocol 
priority areas

• Publish results at national 
level (public involvement)

• Review progress
• Submit  summary report to 

the Meeting of the Parties 
every 3 years



Protocol tools: equitable access score-card

The equitable access score-card is a self-evaluation 
analytical tool…
• … can be used by governments (and other 

stakeholders) in establishing a baseline, tracking 
progress, and prompting  discussions on further 
actions needed to achieve equitable access to 
water and sanitation…

• … supports implementation of policies and practices 
to uphold the human rights to water and sanitation 
under the principle of “progressive realization”

The guidance note on development of action plans
• helps countries in translating priorities identified 

through self-assessment into actions 

Applied in 
Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, France, 

FYROM, 
Hungary, 
Portugal, 

Moldova, Serbia, 
Spain, Ukraine

Applied in 
Armenia, 
FYROM,
Serbia



Promoting universal access for all:
Improving small-scale services in rural areas
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Tackle broad variety of challenges 
related to small-scale systems
• Improve the regional evidence base
• Support in-depth national situation 

analysis (in GEO, SRB)
• Policy guidance on tools and best 

practices, which support small-system 
sensitive solutions

• Implement field demonstration projects
• Broad national capacity building 

(in ALB, ARM, MKD, KGZ, SRB, UZB) and 
sub-regional events for regulators and 
surveillance agencies 



Safely managed water supply and 
sanitation services
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Support adoption of WSPs and SSPs in policy and 
practice as public health benchmark
• Broad advocacy towards policy/regulatory uptake
• Support development of national roadmaps for long-term 

implementation (in ALB, SRB, TJK)
• Foster regional and national exchange
• Provide technical capacity building and pilots (in ALB, BIH, 

CRO, ITA, HUN, KGZ, MDA, SRB, TJK, UZB, UKR)

Address the regional sanitation challenge
• Scoping study on sanitation to map current situation and 

identify priority policy needs and actions
• Highlight on (increasing) wastewater reuse practices
• Regional meeting on sanitation to take stock of European 

realities (Bonn, December 2018)



•Protocol could be “a door opener to the PPPs“
• Its holistic and inclusive approach promotes participation of broad 

range of stakeholders, incl. private sector
•Protocol facilitates establishment of officially adopted targets with action 

plan for implementation 
•PPPs could support implementation of the specific measures from the 

action plan
• International Centre of Excellence on PPPs in water and sanitation 

established in Portugal, an active Party to the Protocol
– Identifying international PPP best practices in the water and sanitation sector
– Collecting PPP water and sanitation case studies
– Supporting UNECE work on developing international PPP standards; and
– Promoting implementation of the Protocol and use of its tools

Protocol and PPPs
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Thank you!
www.unece.org/env/water.html
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http://https/www.unece.org/env/water.html
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