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Good morning everyone.Thank you very much to our colleagues for the invitation to present the Aarhus Convention and its Protocol on PRTRs. 



• Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental 

Matters (the Aarhus Convention) 

• Adopted in 1998 in Danish city of Aarhus, entered into force in 2001 

• The current ratification status: 47 Parties, including EU and open globally upon approval by the Meeting of the Parties  

• Has the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers adopted in 2003 and entered into force in 2009 

• The current ratification status: 35 Parties, including EU, and open globally 

 

Introduction to the Aarhus Convention and its Protocol on PRTRs 
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. Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters takes its brand name as the Aarhus Convention from the Danish city of Aarhus where it was adopted in 1998. The Convention entered into force in 2001. It has 47 Parties, including EU. And open for global accession upon approval be the Meeting of the Parties.The Convention aims to contribute to the protection of the right to everyone to live in a healthy environment through exercising their rights to access to information, public participation and access to justice.It has the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers known also as the Kyiv Protocol. The Protocol adopted in 2003 and entered into force in 2009. It has currently 35 Parties, including EU, and open for global accession.
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Through these years, the Convention and its Protocol proved to be instrumental in addressing the current challenges and conflicting priorities facing in the world, including addressing hot spot environmental issues, energy system transformation, transition towards green economy and infrastructure, promoting innovation and fighting the corruption. 



Aarhus Convention underpins the importance of involvement of all actors to 
achieve sustainable development 

■ Aarhus philosophy 
• Sustainability needs involvement of all actors 
• People should be entitled to have a say in issues affecting their life 
• Appropriate recognition and support of organizations and groups promoting  

environmental protection 
• Party’s obligations to encourage developers, investors and operators to engage with the public 

as early as possible and provide the sufficient information on activities and products  
(e.g. thru voluntary eco-labelling or eco-auditing schemes) 

• Effective and informed participation = Improved decision-making and implementation 

■ Key features: 
• Non-discriminatory 
• Duty to our children 
• ‘Rights-based’ approach 
• A ‘floor’ not a ‘ceiling’ 

 

 

Underlying principles 

These principles are especially relevant as the world embarks on implementing 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda 
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The Convention underlines the importance of involvement of all actors in achieveing sustainable development. The philosophy behind is simple: one should have effective access to information in order to participate effectively and have access to effective review procedure and remedies if the first two pillars are lacking proper implementation. Representation of the full range of interested and affected parties, early involvement of those parties, and flexible decision processes capable of taking new information into account, contribute to quality and legitimacy of the decisions.The Convention links not only public’s rights with obligations of the government but also set out Parties’ obligations to encourage developers, investors and business operators to engage with the public as early as possible and   provide the sufficient information on environmental impact of activities and products (e.g. through eco-labelling or eco-auditing schemes).The Aarhus Convention remains a floor and not a ceiling and it promotes inclusive and effective decision-making processes.



Structure of the text of the Convention 
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• Articles 4 and 5 • Articles 6-8 with an annex of 
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• Article 9 
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Final provisions – Article 10-22 
•Meeting of the Parties  
•Voting rights 

 
•Secretariat,  
•Review of compliance 

Annexes 
GMO amendment  

Preamble 
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At the core of the Convention, there are three pillars: access to environmental information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice. Due to the shortage of time, I will focus only on first 2 pillars of the Convention.With the development of electronic information tools, the focus of the Parties under access to information pillar has shifted from providing information upon request to active dissemination of environmental information, including through e-Government, Shared Environmental Information System and Open Data initiatives. Environmental information under the Aarhus Convention is very broad and not limited only to the information on environment. The broad definition of environmental information also assist with further integration with geospatial, economic and social data that allow for informed decision-making. Parties to the Aarhus Convention also promote the re-use of publicly accessible environmental information that provide new economic opportunities to provide environmental e-services to the public (e.g. consumers could learn more about energy-efficiency of the products at the finger prints thru mobile applications, find the right waste disposal place or electric charging station).Electronic information tools underpin all three pillars. Parties, signatories, partner organizations and other stakeholders are encouraged by the Meeting of the Parties (the highest decision-making body of the Convention) to promote the wider use of modern electronic information tools as an effective instrument for putting into practice the Convention’s provisions, including through public-private partnerships (see decision V/1). And there is a room for cooperation with our UNECE colleagues on this matter.
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Protocol on PRTRs: win-win tool for industries, government and 
the public 
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Speaking about public access to information, let me also provide you some details on the Protocol on PRTRs.The objective of the Protocol on PRTRs is to enhance public access to environmental information, which could facilitate public participation in environmental decision-making, as well as contribute to the prevention and reduction of pollution of the environment. PRTR data can be used to track releases (to air, water and land) and transfers (of waste and via waste water treatment plants) over time. The establishment of PRTRs is beneficial for industriesby stimulating efforts to improve environmental management, efficiency and reduce pollution levels, improve resource efficiency and associated costs for facilities. by serving as a major driving force for pollution reduction and eco-innovation throughout many sectors of the economy. by enabling similar industries to benchmark their environmental performance with other companies in the sector and to reduce releases, thereby saving money.  by streamlining the reporting burden of business operators on emissions and transfersIt also provides for:Awareness and usefulness of data through a single window for a variety of user groups.Tool to further develop and monitor policies on reducing air and water pollution and maximising effectiveness of waste transfers; support in identifying best available techniquesFor example, in Israel PRTR data is used as a major component in the Environmental Impact Index for industrial facilities and it is used by investors and others as a component of the decision-making process, including through integration with other inventories. 



Scope of the Protocol on PRTRs 

• 65 activities (capacity/employee thresholds) 
• 86 substances/substance categories. Releases-air, soil, water. 
• Parties choose the capacity threshold system or employee threshold system for 

determining which facilities report. 
• Off-site transfers of waste / wastewater. A threshold system defines which waste 

transfers have to be reported. 
• Progressively include available data on diffuse releases. 
• The Protocol sets minimum requirements. Parties developing PRTRs may go further, 

according to their national priorities and may include activities and substances that are 
additional to those listed in Annex I and Annex II). 
 
 

 
 



Aarhus model for effective public  participation in decision-making: 

To learn more, follow Task Force on Public Participation and use the 
Maastricht Recommendations and Good practice online database 
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Speaking about informed deicion-making, Let me now go into more details on public participation in decision-making standards under the Aarhus Convention.Public participation pillar focuses on the obligations of the Parties to ensure the public participation with regard to decisions on specific activities, plans, programmes and policies and legislation. The Aarhus model for effective public participation includes seven steps you could see on the screen. In practical terms, the public authorities are normally responsible for organizing public participation but some functions could be delegated to public authorities at the lower level, independent entities specializing on public participation (e.g. Aarhus Centre) or even developers. For example, some successful projects were implemented when representatives of all stakeholders were involved in the committees designing projects. As such case study, I could present an activity of Vienna Airport Dialogue Forum Association. As part of the Dialogue Forum, more than two million people from around 130 communities and three provinces have the opportunity to speak with the provinces, communities and the aviation industry through representatives. Aviation business leaders also supported such dialogue to be the key to sustainable solutions which could equally support the economy and the population. Several joint solutions to reduce noise pollution have been found through the dialogue during the recent extension of the Vienna airport allowing the effective project implementation.Danish grid operator Energinet.dk involved landowners in the corridor planning in a simple but innovative way: in group discussions relevant landowners were asked to explore grid location concerns using a map and a string. It is an easily replicable showcase for meaningful involvement in potentially challenging and controversial projects and has been very positively evaluated by the public involved.Needless to say that the lack of effective public participation and proper consultation also could lead to the loss of investment due to the strong public opposition and continuous judicial battles.   

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ppdm.html
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41803
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41803
http://ece-prd-php.unog.ch/aarhus-good-practices/


Aarhus Convention and Protocol on PRTRs tool 
box: 

Maastricht Recommendations 
Other Guidelines and Recommendations  

(Implementation Guide, Almaty, EIT) 

Aarhus Convention 
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Jurisprudence Portal 

Aarhus Good  
Practice Database 

Case studies on electronic 
information tools 

Analytical studies 

Guidance to Implementation of the Protocol and Simplified Guide 
Guidance on reporting on the Protocol’s implementation 

Synthesis report on the implementation of the Protocol on PRTRs 
Recommendations to address systemic challenges to the implementation of the Protocol (in preparation 

by the Protocol Compliance Committee) 
Updated websites, including databases for national implementation reports http://www2.unece.org/prtr-

nir/ and PRTR capacity building: http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/PRTRreports.asp  
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How to solve the existing challenges and improve efficiency: A number of material support the governments, public, industries and other stakeholders with the implementation of the Aarhus Convention and its Protocol on PRTRs. The secretariat remains at your disposal, should you be willing to learn more and could explore an opportunity for organizing a workshop about these instruments .

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41803&L=0
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35869&L=0
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=21464
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=21468
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/public-participation/publications.html
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/cc.html
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/cc.html
http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/index.asp
http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/index.asp
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/tfai.html
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ppdm.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/conventions/public-participation/aarhus-convention/tfwg/envpptfaj/background.html
http://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/tfaj/jurisprudenceplatform.html
http://ece-prd-php.unog.ch/aarhus-good-practices/
http://ece-prd-php.unog.ch/aarhus-good-practices/
http://ece-prd-php.unog.ch/aarhus-good-practices/
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/aarhus/tfai/case_studies.html
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/aarhus/tfai/case_studies.html
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/tfaj/analytical_studies.html
http://www2.unece.org/prtr-nir/
http://www2.unece.org/prtr-nir/
http://www2.unece.org/prtr-nir/
http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/PRTRreports.asp


Thank you! 
 
 
Aarhus Convention Secretariat 
Environment Division  
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations, Av. de la Paix 10  
1211 Geneva 10  
Switzerland 
 
E-mail: public.participation@unece.org 
Web page: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/welcome.html   

 

mailto:public.participation@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/welcome.html
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