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Annual session of TOS-ICP 

Fifth session of the Team of Specialists on Innovation and 
Competitiveness Policies  

(12-13 April 2012) 
 

Applied Policy Seminar: “Policies for Innovation and Knowledge-based 
Development in the 21st Century: Building Strategies for Regions of Innovation“ 

 

 Regional innovation: Linkages, collaboration and alliances 

 Regional strategies for innovation 
 Regional innovation: Country experiences, city strategies and sector 

approaches 
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Annual session of TOS-ICP 

A well attended meeting with the intervention of key stakeholders: 
 
 European Regional Association 
 European Association of Regional Development Agencies 
 European Network of Living Labs 
 European Alliance for Innovation 
 OECD 
 Association of Innovative Regions of Russia 
 EU Commission DG Regio 
 EU Joint Research Centre 

 
 And many country/region experiences 
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Annual session of TOS-ICP 
Policy document: Regional Dimension of Innovation Policies (ECE/CECI/2012/3) 
 
Linkages: The innovation potential of a region depends on the density of internal 
and external linkages 
 
Collaboration as way to mobilize regional assets and implement regional innovation  
strategies (including cross-regional and cross-border collaboration) 
 

Goals: Regional innovation strategies should identify clear  goals and involve the 
private sector in both design and implementation.  

 

Coordination of interventions at different territorial levels influences the 
effectiveness of public interventions. 
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Annual session of TOS-ICP 

Policy document: Regional Dimension of Innovation Policies (ECE/CECI/2012/3) 
 

Smart specialization: The public sector has a critical role to facilitate collaboration between 
different actors, supporting the entrepreneurial discovery of new comparative advantages and 
providing the necessary assets that facilitate changes in regional productive specialization.  

 

Not only technology: The focus of regional innovation policies should be well beyond R&D and 
technological aspects, as other forms of innovation can contribute to regional development.  

 

Evaluation mechanisms to facilitate policy learning, both within and across regions.  

 

Communication with stakeholders on the outcomes of interventions to ensure their continued 
engagement, which is an essential factor in the implementation of regional innovation strategies.  
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INNOVATION PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW OF KAZAKHSTAN 

Completion of the Innovation Performance Review of 
Kazakhstan (English and Russian versions) 

 

Presentation of the conclusions and 
recommendations in Astana (Astana Economic 
Forum, 22-24 May) and Almaty (12 October) 

 

Agreement with the National Agency for Technology 
Development on future joint actions to support 
implementation recommendations 

 

Policy impact: influence on the elaboration of the 
Concept of Innovative Development of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan until 2020 
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SUPPORT TO IMPLEMENTATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS- BELARUS 

 

Agreement with the State Committee on Science 
and Technology 

 

Expert Seminar “Financing high-risk projects” and 
training on financing of innovative enterprises, 
Minsk, 11-13 July 2012 

 

 

Workshop “Promoting innovation as a source of 
competitiveness”,  Minsk, 15 November 2012 
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INNOVATION PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW OF UKRAINE 

 

Draft conclusions and recommendations discussed 
at the seventh session of CECI, 5th December 

 

English version ready in early 2013 

 

 

A framework for future capacity-building activities 
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FINANCING INNOVATION 

 

2-days training on Financing of Innovative 
Enterprises (Minsk, 12-13 July 2012) 

 

International Experiences on Support to 
Innovative Companies 

within the framework of the Annual Meeting of 
the Russian Private Equity and Venture Capital 
Association, Moscow, 29 October 2012 
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GREEN TECHNOLOGIES 

UNDA project "Building the capacity of SPECA 
countries to adopt and apply innovative green 
technologies for climate change adaptation“ 

 

• How to integrate environmental concerns on 
innovation policies? 

 

• How to mobilise the necessary financing to 
introduce green technologies (PPP)? 

 

• How to bring together all stakeholders to make 
possible change? 
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DISSEMINATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 

 

Newsletter launched with a subscriber base of 
more than 2,000 people 

 

Covering innovation, financing, IP and 
entrepreneurship 

 

A meeting point for our expanding network of 
partners and a communication channel for our 
activities 
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DISSEMINATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 

 

Policy dispatches series launched to communicate 
policy messages resulting from our meetings to a 
wider audience 

 

Electronic format to facilitate wide dissemination 
in a cost-effective form 
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

 Sixth session of the Team of Specialists on Innovation and Competitiveness Policies (25-26 
April 2013). Substantive segment: Innovation in the public sector 

 

 Innovation Performance Review in a member State 

 Capacity-building and policy advisory services in Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine to 
support the implementation of the recommendations of the Review 

 

  Seminars on support of venture capital development in the Russian regions 

 

 Seminars on green technologies in Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan (UNDA project) 

 Training activity on green technologies in Haifa, Israel  

 

 International Conference on Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Dubrovnik, Croatia (23-24 
May 2013) 


