
About the UNECE PPP Newsletter 

This Newsletter provides information on the work of the UNECE Team of 
Specialists on Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) as it concerns capacity building 
and other related activities. By PPPs we mean, modern, short or long-term, 
contractual arrangements for developing civil and social infrastructure and 
providing public services by introducing private sector expertise (and sometimes 
funds), responsibility, risk, and motivation into areas that are normally the 
responsibility of the government. Capacity building is, here, defined as the 
building of the skills and knowledge to do PPPs as well as the establishment of the 
enabling PPP environment, that is, the institutions, laws, market conditions, and 
systems. Capacity building initiatives in PPPs have to date been relatively 
unsuccessful in changing the behavior of government officials and improving 
working practices. 

Currently, the TOS PPP is addressing 3 main challenges in the context of the 
UNECE PPP Initiative: 

1. To elaborate a high quality, practical and lucid PPP Toolkit that includes: 
How-To Manual; sector specific best practice guides, and train-the-trainer 
modules. 

2. To organize in cooperation with local training institutions, business schools 
and universities, effective capacity building consultations with senior 
members of Governments on the implementation of national infrastructure 
development plans; and 

3. To create a more effective framework for international cooperation on PPPs 
– a UNECE International PPP Centre of Excellence that can ensure the 
regular contact between key stakeholders, that can increase the capacity of 
governments to deliver PPPs, that can build local training capacity and can 
keep the PPP training materials up to date. 

In our future issues, the Newsletter will publish articles demonstrating progress in 
the UNECE PPP Initiative. However your support is vital if we are to achieve 
these objectives. If interested or have any feedback, please contact us at 
ppp@unece.org. For more information on PPPs, visit our website. 

The UNECE wishes to acknowledge the assistance of Kenneth Alexander, John 
Dombkins and Meerim Kachkynbaeva as part of the UNECE’s Internship 
programme in the preparation of this Newsletter. 
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