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Responding to the socio-economic

impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
in the UNECE region




The spread of the COVID-19 pandemic represents an
unprecedent challenge that is leaving no country untouched. It
is having major disruptive effects for all. Besides the devastating
health impacts, many signs show that we will face one of the
most severe economic slumps in modern history — along with
severe impediments in our ambition to meet the goals of the
2030 Agenda.

The impact on different parts of the region has varied
depending on the timing of the initial outbreak, the economic
and demographic structures and pre-existing capacities. Butall
countries have been hit by various economic shocks- on demand,
supply and financing. The crisis severely affects the very fabric
of international economic relations — trade and transport.

While it is still unfolding, it has also raised uncertainty and
clouded future prospects. It has led to an increased awareness
of the importance of risk management in decision-making and
the need to be prepared for different scenarios.

UNECE has a large number of instruments and initiatives that
can support member States in their efforts to tackle the crisis
and promote a sustainable recovery. Engaging all its different
functions and assets — convening power, normative production
and technical cooperation- it can respond to evolving needs in
benefit of all its member States.



1. UNECE’s multifaceted response

UNECE's contribution to address this crisis and its consequences includes a suite of instruments and a range
of evidence-based analysis across its areas of expertise that help to create the much-needed dynamic
synergies between relief, reconstruction and longer-term development efforts.

UNECE's Action Framework for a coherent response to the COVID-19 crisis is built upon three pillars:

A Facilitate connectivity
A Address transboundary and other risks
A Support a green and resilient recovery

UNECE Action Framework for Responses to the COVID-19 crisis
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FACILITATE CONNECTIVITY

Connectivity has been impaired by restrictions to mobility and health compliance requirements. Regional
coordination should be enhanced to facilitate cross-border and transit freight transport, avoid delays, in
particular regarding critical supplies, and reduce the cost of compliance.

The avoidance or reduction of physical contact has been sought as an effective but, most often, costly way to
arrest the spread of the pandemic. Instruments and initiatives that eliminate the need for or frequency of
physical contact with limited or no cost are therefore of critical value. Their use and acceptance are likely to
outlast the crisis when they contribute to increased efficiency and reduce environmental pressures. The
recovery needs to rely on the impulse provided by trade and an efficient and greener transport sector.



Supporting safe and
efficient border crossing

According to WTO figures, global trade will
decrease by up to 32% in 2020, under a
pessimistic ~ scenario.  According to the
International Road Union, revenue for the road
freight sector decreased by 40% during the
confinement period compared to 2019 figures.
To maintain efficient supply chains, UNECE will
encourage governments to finandially support
transporters and logistics service providers hit
heavily by the pandemic.

Reducing the cost of trade

Additional checks and restrictions are increasing the
costs of trading across borders. In some of the less
advanced countries in the region, these were already
relatively high. It is therefore important to reduce
other avoidable sources of trade costs, including
through the use of trade facilitation tools such as
those developed by UN/CEFACT and the activation of
mechanisms for sub-regional cooperation.

In his global call to action, the Secretary-General
urged all countries to facilitate the free flow of
goods within and across regions. Among the
measures recommended is the use of paperless
border crossing procedures such as “eTIR” of the
TIR global customs transit system, administered
by UNECE.

TIR connects over 70 economies around the world
— including the EU, China, India, Pakistan, the
Russian Federation, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
and landlocked developing countries including all
of Central Asia, and Afghanistan. TIR cuts
transport times by up to 80% and costs by up to
40%. This can help to maintain or resume trade
flows safely and securely.

TIR cuts transport times by up to
80% and costs by up to 40%

Successful piloting of the digitalized "eTIR”
system — such as between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Turkey, and Georgia and Turkey — has
demonstrated how it can enable seamless
operation of supply chains while reducing virus
transmission risks by minimising physical contact
between customs officers and truck drivers.
UNECE  will  support the accelerated
implementation of eTIR, and also promote the
use of “eCMR” electronic consignment notes. 1
billion transport contracts are issued annually
based on the (MR Convention administered by
UNECE, enabling seamless road freight.

To facilitate transport connectivity during the
COVID-19 pandemic, UNECE launched an
Observatory on Border Crossings Status, which
gathers information on cross-border limitations
for over 135 countries worldwide, directly from
governments, partner organizations and the
transport sector. It offers a unique knowledge
sharing platform to keep borders open and
facilitate the movement of goods. Through the
Observatory, the transport sector is informed
about measures imposed by governments,
enabling them to adapt their itineraries and
transport solutions accordingly; governments
are informed of good practices implemented in
other countries.

UNECE's Observatory on Border
Crossings Status gathers
information on cross-border
limitations for over 135 countries


https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/launch-report-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
https://www.unece.org/tir/welcome.html
https://www.unece.org/?id=53693
https://www.unece.org/?id=53693
https://wiki.unece.org/display/CTRBSBC/Observatory+on+Border+Crossings+Status+due+to+COVID-19+Home

UNECE's 59 United Nations inland transport
Conventions  provide countries with a
harmonized legal and requlatory framework for
the development of connected, efficient, safe
and sustainable inland transport systems. 149 of
193 UN Member States, or 77 per cent, are
Contracting Parties to at least one of these tools.

During the lockdown period, a number of UN
legal instruments on transport relaxed their
mandatory requirements for renewal of
certificates and training to support delivery of
essential goods and medical supplies, such as the
Agreement concerning the International
(arriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR) and
the Agreement on the International Carriage of
Perishable Foodstuffs and on the Special
Equipment to be Used for such Carriage (ATP).
Such temporary measures ensured continued
supply of foods and medicine, including medical
oxygen. Digital certificates, documents,
electronic training platform and electronic
approval process will be promoted in
amendments to these and other UN legal
instruments on transport, such as Customs
conventions on temporary admission, the
agreement on periodical vehicle inspections.
Taking lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic, all
legal instruments can be examined to introduce
provisions on preparedness and cooperation for
future crises, including for the Harmonization
Convention.

In the post-COVID-19 era the world will remain
highly interconnected and rely on seamless and
efficient transport and logistics systems. A global
initiative is therefore needed to enhance
international cooperation and coordination
among inland transport authorities, and to
strengthen their resilience. To support this aim,
UNECE established an Informal Multidisciplinary
Advisory Group on Transport Responses to COVID-
19. This provides a unique platform to take stock
of inland transport challenges, discuss possible

issues in re-opening of cross-border traffic and
exchange views on possible recommendations to
increase transport authorities' preparedness for
and resilience to future outbreaks, including
amendments to UN legal instruments on inland
transport.

Together with UNCTAD and all UN Regional
Commissions, UNECE will contribute to a project
addressing three areas of transport and trade
affected by the COVID-19 crisis: (i) reduce



http://www.unece.org/trans/welcome.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/in-response-to-covid-19-countries-coordinate-efforts-to-guarantee-the-delivery-of-medical-supplies-including-oxygen/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/in-response-to-covid-19-countries-coordinate-efforts-to-guarantee-the-delivery-of-medical-supplies-including-oxygen/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/info/media/presscurrent-press-h/transport/2020/in-response-to-covid-19-countries-coordinate-efforts-to-guarantee-the-delivery-of-medical-supplies-including-oxygen/doc.html
https://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/virtual_multidisciplinary_advisory_group_meeting_on_transport_policy_responses_to_the_covid-19_crisis.html
https://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/virtual_multidisciplinary_advisory_group_meeting_on_transport_policy_responses_to_the_covid-19_crisis.html
https://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/virtual_multidisciplinary_advisory_group_meeting_on_transport_policy_responses_to_the_covid-19_crisis.html

