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Objective
“Participation” is one of the most important preconditions of achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). That´s why the Czech Republic
decided to focus its Presidency in the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) at the theme “Towards sustainable, resilient and inclusive
societies through participation of all”.
“Participation” is also at the core of several environmental conventions,
most notably of the UNECE Aarhus and Espoo conventions, and the
Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment.
This side-event seeks to elaborate on these premises on both conceptual
and practical levels. The event will highlight the strategic environmental
assessment (SEA) and the environmental impact assessment (EIA)
as tools for preventing and mitigating damage to environment and health
through inclusive and participatory decision-making and international
cooperation.
The event builds on experience of the Czech Republic and Georgia
respectively, as well as on their emerging cooperation in this particular
area. We want to demonstrate that participative SEA and EIA can play
an important role in helping countries to achieve the SDGs and
support sustainable development, while promoting good governance,
evidence-based decisions, public trust, efficiency and transparency
in decision-making.
The debate is expected to encourage the exchange of experience and
inspire countries of the region towards exploring possibilities of extending
the use of SEA and EIA for implementation of SDGs – including through
examples such as SEA pilots that UNECE has facilitated in Eastern Europe
and Caucasus under the EU funded regional programme "Greening
Economies in the European Union's Eastern Neighbourhood" (EaP GREEN).

