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ABSTRACT

The meeting, serviced jointly by WHO/EURO and UNECE, was attended by 27 countries, international
organizations, as well as representative of the private sector and advanced research institutions. Participants
reviewed the ratification status, and expect entry into force by 2004. Documents concerning rules of procedure
for the meeting of the Parties, guidance on public participation, and compliance were reviewed for submission
to the Meeting of the Parties. Countries reviewed current procedures for reporting on water-related diseases and
endorsed actions in this area. The work of public-private partnerships was reviewed, and areas for closer
cooperation were identified. The Signatories reviewed and work plan 2004-2005 and endorsed the priorities of the
4t Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health.
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1. Introduction

The 2nd meeting of the Signatories to the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention
on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes was held
from 2 — 4 July 2003 at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland.

The following countries participated: Andorra, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Malta, Monaco,
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia
and Montenegro, Slovak Republic, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States of America.
Representatives of UNECE and WHO, including WHO collaborating centres, and UNEP also
participated. Euro Chlor, Procter & Gamble, SUEZ Environment, Veolia Environment, DHI
Water & Environment and the Florida State University represented the private sector or other
organizations.

During the opening session, Dr Roberto Bertollini, Director of Technical Division for Health
Determinants (DTH) at the WHO Regional Office for Europe, and Mr Ka Barlund, Director,
Environment and Human Settlements Division of UNECE, delivered opening addresses in which
they highlighted the need for speedy ratification, recognized the work done under the interim
arrangements, and stressed the need for additional financial resources to meet the goals of the
Protocol and, through them, the targets set by the Millennium Development Declaration, the
World Summit on Sustainable Development, and others.

2. Meeting Arrangements: Agenda and Officers

The Meeting adopted its agenda as set out in document MP.WAT/AC.2/2003/1 -
EUR/03/5041120/1.

Mr Thomas Kistemann, Germany, and Mr Harry Liiv, Estonia, were unanimously elected
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively. Mr Carel de Villeneuve, the Netherlands, Chairman
of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, and Mrs lonna lacob, Romania, Vice-
Chairperson of the Working Group on Water and Health assisted in the development of the
Meeting.

3. Interim Implementation

The co-Secretary of the Protocol, Mr Roger Aertgeerts, presented paper MP.WAT/AC.2/2003/3 -
EUR/03/5041120/3 General overview on the interim implementation of the Protocol, recalled
recent developments, which show the increasing importance of activities undertaken in the
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context of the Protocol since the first meeting of the Signatories', and placed these activities in
the context of the increasing political interest for water and health. Highlights of the presentation
related to:

a Policy meetings including the 1% meeting of the Signatories (Budapest, Hungary, 2-3
November 2000), 1% meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Budapest, 14
— 15 May 2001), 2" meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Budapest, 28 —
29 November 2002)
b. Technical meetings including those concerned with the assessment of the evidence base
(Bonn, Germany, 25 — 26 October 2001), Health risks in aquifer recharge (Budapest, 9-
10 November 2001)
c. Supporting meetings. meetings of the WHO Collaborating Centres (Rome, 22 February
2002)
d. Meeting of the International Water Assessment Centre (Lelystad, Netherlands, 8 May
2003)
e. Practical interventions at the country level:
i. Bilatera cooperation activities. Azerbaijan, Latvia, Malta, Romania, Russian
Federation, Tgjikistan, Turkmenistan
ii.  Multi-country activity: activities concerning investigation of gastro-intestinal
disease and water supply in the central Asian republics

Looking to the future, information was also provided on possible relationships with the
Children’s Environment and Heath Action Plan for Europe (CEHAPE), currently under
development for adoption by the 4™ Ministerial Conference for Environment and Health
(Budapest, Hungary, 23 — 25 June 2004). Further information on this issue can be found at the
following URL: http://www.euro.who.int/budapest2004.

Speaker also mentioned specific problems related to the logistic support for the Protocol,
including the creation of a mechanism for financing Protocol activities on a sustainable basis.

The Meeting of the Signatories expressed its satisfaction with the interim implementation of the
Protocol.

4. Ratification Status

Participating countries were invited to state the current status of the ratification process, and to
inform the meeting on actions considered. Responses divided in three main groups were as
follows:

(@) Group I: certain to ratify in time for the 4th Ministerial Conference on Environment and
Health: Germany, Estonia (this country aready finalized the internal ratification
procedure by Parliament)

! A complete copy of the report on the first meeting of the Signatory Parties may be accessed at
http://www.unece.org/env/water/pdf/mpwat_ac 2000 1.pdf
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(b) Group 1I: certain to ratify but ratification not necessarily in time for the 4th Ministerial
Conference on Environment and Health: Belgium, Finland, France, Italy, Kazakhstan,
Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Moldova

(c) Group Il1: probably very late in 2004 or 2005: Andorra, Georgia, Greece, Malta, Serbia
and Montenegro, Switzerland

Some delegations informed the Meeting that their decision regarding ratification will depend on
the readiness of other riparian countries to ratify the Protocol, too. Another country, not being
Party to UNECE Environmental Conventions, stated that the country was considering the issue.

Switzerland, presented the progress towards ratification as aformal submission to the Meeting.

Based on this information, it would therefore seem reasonable to expect that the required 16
ratifications will be deposited with the United Nations Secretary-General during 2004.

Hungary presented progress in the control of water-related diseases since the ratification of the
Protocol.

Serbia and Montenegro presented a paper on the microbial aspects of drinking water and water-
related diseases situation in Serbia and Montenegro, and submitted a government statement
together with three project proposals.

Belgium presented brief information on the existence of a unique public information desk on all
water related issues for the stakeholders of the whole of Flemish region (households, agricultural
sector, municipalities, and industries).

The Meeting of the Signatories:

(a) Called upon countries to speed up the ratification process and invited them to report on
the steps taken to the 4" Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health;

(b) Invited the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chairpersons, to schedule a consultation
of the Parties to the Protocol in order to further prepare the first meeting of the Parties to
the Protocol. Article 23 of the Protocol states that: this Protocol shall enter into force on
the ninetieth day after the day of deposit of the sixteenth instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession. Recalling the timing of the 4" Ministerial Conference
on Environment and Health (Budapest, 23 — 25 June 2004), this would put 25 March
2004 as the target date for the sixteenth ratification if a meeting of the Parties is to be
held in conjunction with the 4™ Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health.
Since no guarantees can be given regarding timing, it will be important to evaluate the
advisability of holding a Consultation of the Parties immediately prior to the 4™
Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health, rather than a full Meeting of the
Parties.
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5. Procedural Aspects

5.1. Draft rules of procedure for the meeting of the Parties

The draft rules of procedure for the Meeting of the Parties were submitted to the Meeting under
document MP.WAT/AC.2/2003/4 - EUR/03/5041120/4, prepared by the joint secretariat with the
assistance of the Chairperson of the Working Group on Legal and Administrative Aspects.

In presenting this document, the joint secretariat has drawn the attention of the Meeting to two
particular rules:
a) Rule 7 which regulates the participation of non-Parties; and
b) Rule 21 regarding the composition of the Bureau of the Meeting of the Parties to the
Protocol.

The Meeting of the Signatories:

a) Agreed in principle with the text of the Rules of Procedure, with the exception of rules 7
and 21, which would require further work;

b) Requested the Signatories to provide to the secretariat by 15 September 2003 specific
proposals regarding Rule 7;

c) Requested the Signatories to provide the secretariat by 15 September 2003 with specific
proposals regarding the composition of the Bureau of the Meeting of the Protocol Parties
and its links to the Bureau of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention (Rule 21).

5.2. Draft guidance on public participation

The joint secretariat introduced a working paper on possible modalities of participation of non-
Parties in activities under the Convention and referred to the study undertaken by a consultant to
the UNECE secretariat on participation modalities in the UN system and under multilateral
environmental agreements, serviced by UN entities (see Survey of selected access to information,
public participation, and access to justice rules and practices in international forums
(MP.PP/2002/18/Add.1-CEP/2002/13/Add.1);
http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2002/pp/mp.pp.2002.18.add. 1.e.pdf).

The secretariat particularly referred to article 16, paragraph 3 (f), of the Protocol, which reads
“Establish the modalities for the participation of other competent international governmental and
non-governmental bodies in all meetings and other activities pertinent to the achievement of the
purposes of this Protocol”; and invited the Signatories to clarify their understanding of the
passage “in all meetings and other activities®.

The Meeting of the Signatories:

a) Requested the Signatories to provide to the Secretariat by 15 September 2003 brief notes
on how they would interpret the text passage “in all meetings and other activities’;
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b) Requested the secretariat, on the basis of the replies by the Signatories, to update the
working paper on participation modalities for consideration by the Working Group on
Water and Health at its meeting in 2004.

5.3. Draft guidance on compliance

A WHO consultant, Professor Attila Tanzi, presented a draft guidance paper on possible
compliance review mechanisms under the Protocol in line with article 15 of the Protocol,
supplemented by a set of draft rules

(see http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/spwh/2meeting/wple.pdf). The draft proposa
was in line with the most recent decisions by Ministers at the Kiev Conference ” Environment for
Europe” regarding compliance and enforcement mechanisms and draws to a large extent on the
experience of work under other multilateral environmental agreements (MEA). In the ensuing
discussion, agreement has been reached on the fact that the end product should be tailored to the
specific needs of the Protocol and thus may deviate from compliance review mechanisms under
other MEA.

The Meeting of the Signatories:

a) Expressed its appreciation to Professor Attila Tanzi for the high quality of the work and
the proposed mechanism for compliance review;

b) Requested countries to provide to the Secretariat — by 15 September 2003 at the latest -
specific suggestions for the revision of the study and the revision of the draft compliance
rules. As some of the draft compliance rules contain options for possible solutions, the
countries were invited to inform the secretariat about their preferences;

c) Invited the consultant to take these country proposals into account when finalizing the
consultancy study in autumn 2003;

d) Reguested the Working Group on Water and Health to hold an in-depth discussion of the
compliance review mechanism, possibly in consultation with Working Group on Lega
Aspects of the Convention, and make arrangements as appropriate to finalize a paper for
the consideration and discussion by the Parties and Signatories in the appropriate forum.

6. Reporting and surveillance of water-related diseases

A co-secretary presented the background paper on water-related disease surveillance, based on a
questionnaire survey covering 79% of the population of the European region undertaken by the
WHO European Centre for Environment and Health (Rome Office) presented to the 2nd Meeting
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of the Working Group on Water and Health (Budapest, Hungary, 28 — 29 October 2002) and on
published literature®.

The study undertaken by WHO ECEH showed a significant deviation in national regulation from
WHO guidelines, especialy in the area of inorganic materials but also, to a lesser extent, in
terms of microbial quality indicators. Harmonization of national legidation, particularly
adherence to WHO drinking water quality guidelines, was revealed to be an important topic for
future action.

Data regarding water supply and sanitation are crucially important, especially as benchmarks
against which the success of the Millennium Development Goals and the targets set by the
WSSD will be measured. The weak performance of the WHO EURO region, and the extreme
paucity of data on this vital subject in the WHO data gathering mechanisms, need to be
addressed urgently if the region is to participate fully in the next round of the WHO/UNICEF
Joint Monitoring Programme on Water Supply and Sanitation, scheduled for 2005.

A review of the waterborne disease surveillance in the European Union revedled great
discrepancies in types of diseases that were ‘notifiable’, in legal requirements for notification, in
national schemes dedicated to the surveillance of water-related diseases, and in nationad
reporting mechanisms. As a result, “the consistency of data on water-borne diseases and of
outbreak coordination [ may be questioned] and result in difficulties in the aggregation of data to
establish trends and for making comparisons amongst EU countries’ . The authors of this study
caled for “the introduction of an EU-wide uniform scheme, based on common criteria to
monitor WBD. This approach would also help prospective EU members to introduce appropriate
surveillance systems and facilitate observation of WBD trendsin the wider Europe” .

Data related to water and health are currently dissipated over a great number of databases. some
are national, others are sub-regional such as those maintained by the European Union and its
scientific and technical bodies, and are of a global nature. A review of existing data gathering
mechanisms and development of a more streamlined reporting mechanism (in line with the
provisions of the Protocol related to international cooperation) is urgently needed. In particular,
provisions of the Protocol requiring the Meeting of the Parties to approve reporting guidelines
are to be acted upon without delay, notably by the drafting of appropriate guidelines for
presentation to the Meeting of the Parties.

The Meeting of the Signatories took note of the current lack of coordination at the European
level in surveillance of water-related diseases, and requested that actions leading to the
integration/co-ordination of existing information mechanisms concerning surveillance and
outbreak detection be included in the work plan.

2 Poullis A.P., Attwell, R.W., Powell, C.S. An evaluation of waterborne disease surveillance in the European Union
Reviews on Environmental Health 17 (2) pp 149 - 161
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