October 2-3, London: The ninth meeting of the Legal Working Group of UN/CEFACT took place at the premises of e centreuk and was hosted by Wragge & Co. and the e centreuk. 

The meeting was attended by nine members of the LWG, ten invitees, and one member of the secretariat. The LWG members Renaud Sorieul represented UNCITRAL, Anne Troye the European Commission, Ake Nilson the ICC. The meeting contributed to strengthening the relations with the two regional sub-groups in Asia and in North America. Ramin Salehkhou from Iran, the new Chair of the AFACT LWG, represented this Asian sub-group and Philip Nichols, the North American LWG.  

The LWG members informed about developments in e-commerce legislation in their countries. R. Sorieul from UNCITRAL and Alex de Lijster from the Steering Group of UN/CEFACT started a discussion on the development of the Bolero project, which deals with negotiable transport documents in electronic format. The banking sector initiated this project, but it meets problems with implementation in other sectors. 

Ake Nilson, head of the committee for electronic business of ICC, Rob van Esch, Chair of the LWG, and David Marsh, Rapporteur of the LWG, informed about the co-operation between the LWG and ICC on synchronising their respective work on UN/CEFACT Recommendation No. 31 (the Electronic Commerce Agreement) and on ICC’s URGETS document. David Marsh and Ray Walker will prepare a specification for the development of a software supporting Recommendation No. 31.
Anne Troye presented a paper on ADR - Alternative Dispute Resolutions. The members of the group will discuss it and present comments by 15 November 2000. 

The meeting reviewed the work done by the Electronic Commerce Platform Netherlands (ECP.NL) on the Model Code of Conduct, and adopted a time framework in order to present a new draft Recommendation to the CSG meeting in November 2000 and to the Plenary of UN/CEFACT in March 2001. 

Rob van Esch reported on the work done by now on electronic signatures and certification authorities. Concern was expressed that in producing model terms for an intermediary agreement, the issue of the limitation of liability of the Certification Authorities could be a difficult aspect to present neutrally. There is a strong lobbying by the Certification Authorities to limit their liability. The LWG of UN/CEFACT recognises that model terms of agreement between a Certification Authority and a signatory will be likely to contain some sort of limitation of liability, but the LWG of UN/CEFACT does not see it as part of its remit to lay down hard and fast rules as to what such limitation of liability can be. 

The next LWG meeting will take place in Geneva on 18-19 December. 

