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1. UNCTAD general work

2. How UNCTAD measures and perceives transport 
costs

3. Methodological approaches

– UNESCAP/UNCTAD time-cost model and the Cluster-
based methodology

• Example: UNCTAD support to the Central Corridor

– Findings from Rwanda and Tanzania case studies

4. Sources we rely on

Outline



• Enhancing the efficiency and sustainability of transport 
systems in developing countries : 
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UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport 2017

How UNCTAD measures transport costs



UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport 2015

How UNCTAD perceives transport costs

Determinants 
of (maritime) 

transport costs



1. Quantifying and assessing corridor performance

– UNCTAD/UNESCAP cross-border and transit process 
management toolkit

✓Measuring time and costs spent during transport

✓Quantifying transport bottlenecks

2. Regional institutional capacity building to develop 
and manage economic corridors 

– UNCTAD Cluster-based approach

✓ Bringing together stakeholders to identify challenges 
and agree on a coordinated approach to develop the 
corridor

✓ Improving regulatory, and institutional mechanisms to 
support corridor management 

UNCTAD Corridor development approach



• Rwanda (Kigali-Dar es Salaam)

– Fuel (92-93%), welfare of crew (3-6%), “unofficial payments” (2%), 
extra truck security (1%)

– Operational bottlenecks bad road conditions, non-operational 
weighbridges,

• Tanzania (transit Burundi and Rwanda)

– Transit containers in DeS port: 14.4 days (vs 7.3 for domestic) + 
additional days at ICD

– Trucks to collect containers spent 4.5 hours in port

– Multiple costs: light container freight charges (2200-2700 USD/TEU) + 
port charges+ freight forwarders fees + shipping line charges

– Operational bottlenecks: inefficient and lengthy procedures Customs/port 
authorities

Rwanda ➔ the Central Corridor ➔ Tanzania
Assessing key routes linking 1 LLDC with one port

Bulk Container Liquid

Total cost (USD) 1774 1607 1737

Total time (days) 5.1 3.1 3.4

Distance per day (KM) 290 477 435



• UNCTAD maritime statistics

– Seaborne trade, fleet 

– Connectivity (country, bilateral, port)

– Time spent in ports and port calls

• www://stats.unctad.org/maritime 

• UN Comtrade

• World Bank

– LPI, DB Trading Across Borders

• OECD trade facilitation indicators

• WEF: enabling trade index

• UN Global survey on TF & Paperless trade 
implementation

• ESCAP-World Bank trade costs database

Sources we rely on…
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Annual review of maritime transport: 

www.unctad.org/RMT

Transport and Trade Facilitation Newsletter: 

www.unctad.org/TransportNews
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