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WHY IS THE 

CTU CODE SO 

IMPORTANT?
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Train de-railments
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Vehicle Roll-overs
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A  frequent occurrence !
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Vessel Capsizings and lost containers



Ship fires on the increase…….

www.ichca.com | support@ichca.com | www.twitter.com/ichca2 



A major vessel fire every 30 days
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And what causes these??
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Dangerous Goods either not declared or 

misdeclared



Capt Richard W A Brough O.B.E. Director, Brough Marine Ltd; Technical Adviser 



Non- dangerous goods can become dangerous !



Shippers often misdeclare goods



Or use inadequate CTUs!



And take extraordinary 

risks !

..and take no account of packing and 

securing requirements



But clearly a problem here !
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CARGO INTEGRITY



And this is definitely bad practice – but all 

too common unfortunately



Industry and govt

response to poor 

selection, packing and 

securing often leading 

to serious cargo 

damage and even loss 

of life

Lack of cleanliness



Dangerous Goods



DG Compliance



And do not pick the right kind of container



Dangerous Goods
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So we have to protect people….
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DG Compliance



DG Compliance



No  ! we need prodding……?
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Empirical Evidence is hard to obtain but just looking at 

stowage and securing of cargo in freight containers..

How many are there?
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How many possible movements per annum with DGs?

So how many is that with a serious deficiency based on IMO stats?

If we extrapolate that to all cargoes the figure could be as high as?



The challenge is huge……?



And next……?

• Review of IMDG Special Provisions  (trigger 

was Charcoal)

• Review of IMO Recommendations on Handling 

/Storage DGs

• MSC Circ 1442 revision is underway to include 

ALL cargo and CTU Types and reporting from 

NGOs

• Review /Update of the IMO/ILO/UNECE CTU 

Code and annexes 

• Possible “APP” to be developed



Cargo Integrity Group

11 Important industry outcomes; many in 

conjunction with International Regulatory 

Bodies



Cargo Integrity Group

• Develop messages and content for info documents to raise awareness

• Investigate if existing “terms of carriage” can be amended to adhere to 

CTU

• Support the revision cycle from the industry

• Support IMO/ILO/UNECE specifically in their endeavours

• Develop submission to revise handling and storage of DG’s (Marine 

SPs)

• Mapping between UN DG Nos and HS Codes to remove confusion

• Contribute to WCO SAFE programme

• Consolidate guidance for CTU bookings screening

• Support work at IMO’s CCC on CTU Inspections

• Support guidance on prevention of pest contamination



Cargo Integrity Group



Cargo Integrity Group



Thank you

rwab@broughmarine.co.uk


