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According to the 2013 WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety, about 1.24 million road traffic
deaths occur annually on the world’s roads, with little observed change since 2007. Road traffic
injuries are the eighth leading cause of death globally, and the leading cause of death for young
people aged 15-29. Twenty-seven per cent of all road traffic deaths occur among pedestrians and
bicyclists. In low- and middle-income countries, this figure is closer to a third of all road deaths, but
in some counties it is more than 75 percent.

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is one of the five United Nations
regional commissions. UNECE’s major aim is to promote pan-European economic integration. The
International Center for Alcohol Policies (ICAP) is a not-for-profit organization supported by major
international producers of beverage alcohol, with a mission to promote understanding of the role
of alcohol in society and to help reduce harmful drinking worldwide. ICAP has been recognized by
the United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-governmental organization in Special
Consultative Status.

Together, UNECE and ICAP are organizing a symposium entitled “Regional perspectives on
preventing alcohol-related road crashes involving vulnerable road users” as a contribution
towards the 2013 United Nations Global Road Safety Week, 6-12 May 2013, in Geneva, Switzerland.
The primary aim of the symposium is to facilitate a discussion among experts from different regions
on the main issues influencing alcohol-related crashes involving vulnerable road users (pedestrians,
cyclists, motorcyclists) including culture and drinking patterns, and examples of effective prevention
interventions across a wide range of disciplines.

We hope you will enjoy the event and join us in promoting a message of not drinking and
driving, and paying careful attention to pedestrians and other vulnerable road users.

www.unece.org, www.icap.org
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