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Components of wood products groups19 
(Based on Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire nomenclature) 

The important breakdowns of the major groups of primary forest products are diagrammed below. In addition, many 
sub-items are further divided into softwood or hardwood. These are all the roundwood products, sawnwood, veneer 
sheets and plywood. Items that do not fit into listed aggregates are not shown. These are wood charcoal, chips and 
particles, wood residues, sawnwood, other pulp and recovered paper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                          
19 The sources for pictures used in these diagrams are databanks of Metsä Group (2012), Raunion Saha (2012), Stora Enso (2012), UPM 
(2012). 
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Some facts about the Timber Committee 
 

The Timber Committee is a principal subsidiary body of the UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe) based in Geneva. It constitutes a forum for cooperation and consultation between member countries on 
forestry, the forest industry and forest product matters. All countries of Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, the United States, Canada and Israel are members of the UNECE and participate in its work. 

The UNECE Timber Committee shall, within the context of sustainable development, provide member countries 
with the information and services needed for policy- and decision-making with regard to their forest and forest industry 
sectors (“the sector”), including the trade and use of forest products and, when appropriate, will formulate 
recommendations addressed to member governments and interested organizations. To this end, it shall: 

 

1. With the active participation of member countries, undertake short-, medium- and long-term analyses of 
developments in, and having an impact on, the sector, including those offering possibilities for the 
facilitation of international trade and for enhancing the protection of the environment; 

2. In support of these analyses, collect, store and disseminate statistics relating to the sector, and carry out 
activities to improve their quality and comparability; 

3. Provide the framework for cooperation e.g. by organising seminars, workshops and ad hoc meetings and 
setting up time-limited ad hoc groups, for the exchange of economic, environmental and technical 
information between governments and other institutions of member countries required for the 
development and implementation of policies leading to the sustainable development of the sector and to 
the protection of the environment in their respective countries; 

4. Carry out tasks identified by the UNECE or the Timber Committee as being of priority, including the 
facilitation of subregional cooperation and activities in support of the economies in transition of central 
and eastern Europe and of the countries of the region that are developing from an economic perspective; 

5. It should also keep under review its structure and priorities and cooperate with other international and 
intergovernmental organizations active in the sector, and in particular with the FAO (Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) and its European Forestry Commission, and with the 
ILO (International Labour Organisation), in order to ensure complementarity and to avoid duplication, 
thereby optimizing the use of resources. 

 
More information about the Committee’s work may be obtained by writing to: 
 

UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 
Trade and Timber Division 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
 
Fax: +41 22 917 0041 
info.ECE-FAOforests@unece.org 
www.unece.org/forests 
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The above series of publications may be requested free of charge through: 

UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section 
Trade and Timber Division 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Fax: +41 22 917 0041 
E-mail: info.ECE-FAOforests@unece.org 
Downloads are available at: www.unece.org/forests 



 

 

UNECE/FAO GENEVA TIMBER AND FOREST STUDY PAPERS 
 
The UNECE/FAO Geneva Timber and Forest Study Paper series contains annual and periodic analyses of the 

forest and forest industries sector. These studies are the official outputs of regular activities conducted within the 
Integrated Programme of Work of the UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission and 
as such should contribute to policy formation. Target audiences are governments, industry, research institutions, 
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their subsidiary bodies. 

 
Study Papers are usually based on statistics, forecasts and information submitted by country correspondents in the 

UNECE region (Europe, North America and Commonwealth of Independent States). The basic information is often 
submitted via agreed questionnaires, and then complemented by expert analysis from outside and within the 
secretariat. Study papers are issued on the responsibility of the secretariat, although the studies most often are the work 
of many contributors outside the UNECE/FAO. 

 
Study Papers are translated whenever possible into the three official languages of the UNECE: English, French and 

Russian. They are UN sales documents and are distributed accordingly via UN bookstores and their affiliates. They are 
automatically distributed to heads of delegation of the Committee and the Commission, as well as nominated 
repository libraries, information centres and official distribution lists. They are also available via the Sales and 
Marketing Sections in Geneva and New York via unpubli@unog.ch and publications@un.org respectively. Study papers 
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The Forest Products Annual Market Review 2011-2012 offers a comprehensive analysis of markets across the 
UNECE region, including North America, Europe, the Russian Federation and the Central Asian republics. It 
covers the range of products from the forest to the final end-user:  from roundwood and primary processed 
products to value-added and innovative wood products. 
 
Statistic-based chapters of the Review analyse markets of sawn softwood, sawn hardwood, wood-based panels, 
wood raw materials, and paper, paperboard and woodpulp. Other chapters analyse markets of forest carbon, wood 
energy, certified forest products, value-added wood products and innovative wood products. Underlying the 
analysis is a comprehensive collection of data. 
 
The Review highlights the role of sustainable forest products in the international markets, and policies concerning 
forest and forest products are broadly discussed, as well as the main drivers and trends. It also analyses the general 
economic situation, and the effects of the deepening euro crisis and the general uncertainty on forest products 
markets. 
 
The Review, with all the statistical information and analysis on forest products markets, is a key background 
document for the annual UNECE Timber Committee Market Discussions and also provides valuable and 
objective information for policymakers, researchers and investors. 
 
Further information about forest products markets, as well as information about the UNECE Timber Committee 
and the FAO European Forestry Commission, is available on the website:  www.unece.org/forests. 
 
The Review has a statistical annex, which is available at:  www.unece.org/fpamr2012. 
 
 




