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• 58 United Nations conventions

• Inland transport 

• Road, rail, inland waterways, intermodal
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Antigua and Barbuda - 1
Barbados – 4
Dominica – 0
St. Lucia – 0
St. Vincent and the Grenadines – 0
Trinidad and Tobago - 7 
Suriname - 0



1963 - Convention on Road Traffic, of 1949

1963 - Convention concerning Customs Facilities for 
Touring, of 1954

1963 - Additional Protocol to the Convention 
concerning Customs Facilities for Touring, relating to 
the importation of tourist publicity documents and 
material, of 1954

1963 - Customs Convention on the Temporary 
Importation of Private Road Vehicles, of 1954

1963 - Customs Convention on the Temporary 
Importation for Private Use of Aircraft and Pleasure 
Boats, of 1956

1963 - Customs Convention on Containers, of 1956



Key road safety conventions: 

• 1949 and 1968 Conventions on Road Traffic

• 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals

• 1958 and 1998 “Vehicle Regulations” 
Agreements and 1997 “Periodic 
Inspections”

• 1957 European Agreement for the 
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods 
by Road

• 1970 European Agreement concerning the 
Work of Crews of Vehicles Engaged in 
International Road Transport

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/main/wp1/wp1doc/ECE_TRANS_255_FINAL.pdf



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

•To facilitate international road traffic and 
increase road safety through the adoption of 
uniform traffic rules and the reciprocal
recognition of documents issued in 
conformity with those rules

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Convention_on_Road_Traffic_of_1949.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_traffic_EN.pdf



1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals

•To facilitate international road 
traffic and increase road 
safety through international 
uniformity of road signs, 
signals, symbols, and of 
markings

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_signs_2006v_EN.pdf



“Vehicle Regulations” Agreements 

• Vehicle approval: 1958 
Agreement

• Vehicle certification: 1998 
Agreement

• Periodic technical inspections: 
1997 Agreement

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/presentation_wp29.html
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• Prevents accidents and property and 
damage during the loading, unloading
and transport of dangerous goods

• Mutual recognition of ADR driver 
training, vehicles, packagings and tanks

• Promotes harmonization and 
compatibility with other modes (sea, 
air, rail)

• Provides internationally recognized 
classification and identification of 
dangerous goods 

• Prescriptions for the construction of 
vehicles and tanks transporting 
dangerous goods

http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/adr/adr_e.html

European Agreement for the International 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR)



European Agreement concerning the Work of 
Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International Road 
Transport (AETR)

•prescribes the number of 
maximum driving hours by 
professional drivers

•prescribes rest periods

… thereby reduces road 
accidents due to driver fatigue

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2010/sc1/ECE-TRANS-SC1-2010-AETR-en.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2017/sc1/AETR_Roadmap.pdf



Uniform working 
conditions for 
drivers of 
commercial 
vehicles engaged 
in international 
road transport

Hours and Conditions of Work 



Source: G. Baranger
MS sealed to gearbox

MS and VU paired
Data between MS and VU encrypted
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Why to accede to UN road safety conventions?



Why to accede to UN road safety conventions?

Source: GLOBAL STATUS REPORT ON ROAD SAFETY 2018

13.2



The role of UNECE …



Manage …



Promote …

• Strengthening national legal and 
regulatory frameworks on road safety

• Capacity-building projects, workshops, 
seminars and training courses aimed at 
assisting countries in acceding to and 
implementing UNECE legal instruments, 
norms and standards



http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/information/TOR-Road_Safety.pdf

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/roadsafe/publications/United_Nations_Roa
d_Safety_Conventions.pdf

http://www.unece.org/unrstf/home.html



(Traffic) rules







Where do we start?

Rules

… necessary, but insufficient 







Where do we start?

Rules
+

Implementation/Enforcement

… rules not implemented/enforced
are not rules



International traffic rules



Why international traffic rules?

• Harmonize from domestic to 
international

• Use international rules as reference
to create domestic rules



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_traffic_en.pdf



37

79 Contracting Parties

1968 Convention on Road Traffic



1968 Convention on Road Traffic



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

To facilitate international road traffic
and 

to increase road safety
through

the adoption of uniform traffic rules



1968 Convention on Road Traffic

1. General provisions

2. Rules of the road

3. Conditions for the admission of 
motor vehicles and trailers to 
international traffic

4. Drivers of motor vehicles

5. Conditions for the admission of 
cycles and mopeds to 
international traffic

6. Final provisions

1. Exceptions to the obligations to 
admit motor vehicles and trailers in 
international traffic

2. Registration number and plate of 
motor vehicles and trailers in 
international traffic

3. Distinguishing signs of motor
vehicles and trailers in international 
traffic

4. Identification marks of motor
vehicles in international traffic

5. Technical conditions concerning
motor vehicles and trailers

6. Domestic driving permit

7. International driving permit

Chapters Annexes



Definitions

 International traffic, road, carriageway, lane, intersection, level
crossing, motorway, cycle, moped, motorcycle, motor vehicle, trailer, 
driver, mass …

Chapter I: General provisions

?



Obligations

 To ensure that domestic rules of the 
road conform in substance to Chapter II

 No obligation to reproduce them all
 Additional (compatible) rules possible 

Chapter I: General provisions



Obligations

To admit to their territories

• motor vehicles and trailers (st. Chapter III)
• drivers (st. Chapter IV)
• recognize registration certificates (st. 

Chapter III)
• cycles and mopeds (st. Chapter V)

Chapter I: General provisions



• Driving permits (DDP, IDP)

• Vehicle registration (number
plates, distinguishing signs)





• Do not endanger persons or cause 
property damage

Chapter II: Rules of the road 



FEWER DEATHS AND INJURIES

1968 Convention 
on Road Traffic

Regs. 14, 16, 94, and 95
1958 Agreement

NATIONAL PROCESSES

Seat belts:
most cost-effective road safety device

The wearing of safety belts is compulsory for 
drivers and passengers of motor vehicles, 
occupying seats equipped with such belts, save 
where exceptions are granted by domestic 
legislation (Article 7 (5)).

… all forward-facing seats of vehicles  … shall be 
equipped with approved safety belts or similarly 
effective approved devices (Annex 5, point 57). 

Equip all seats with seat belts
Use approved devices only
Consider not granting exceptions
Enforce the use by checks and fines



• Every vehicle shall be registered
• Registration certificate

Chapter III: Conditions for the admission of motor vehicles
and trailers to international traffic



 A registration number; 
 The date of first registration of the vehicle;
 The full name and home address of the holder of the certificate;
 The name or the trademark of the maker of the vehicle;
 The serial number of the chassis (the maker’s production or serial 

number);
 In the case of a vehicle intended for the carriage of goods, the 

permissible maximum mass;
 In the case of a vehicle intended for the carriage of goods, the 

unladen mass;
 The period of validity, if not unlimited.

 The particulars entered in the certificate shall be in Latin characters 
or be repeated in that form.

Chapter III: Conditions for the admission of motor vehicles
and trailers to international traffic

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H



• Every motor vehicle shall display its registration number at the 
front and the rear

• Except motorcycles

• The composition and the manner of displaying (Annex 2)

Chapter III: Conditions for the admission of motor vehicles
and trailers to international traffic



• Every driver of a motor vehicle must hold a driving
permit

• Driving permits issued only after verification that
the driver posesses the required knowledge and 
skills

• CPs to recognize driving permits conforming to 
Annexes 6 and 7 and issued by other CPs

• Domestic and international driving permit models
(Annexes 6 and 7)

Chapter IV: Drivers of motor vehicles



Basic requirements: brakes, bell, lights …

Chapter V: Conditions for the admission of cycles 
and mopeds to international traffic



1. Exceptions to the obligations to admit motor vehicles and 
trailers in international traffic

2. Registration number and plate of motor vehicles and trailers
in international traffic

3. Distinguishing signs of motor vehicles and trailers in 
international traffic

4. Identification marks of motor vehicles in international traffic

5. Technical conditions concerning motor vehicles and trailers

6. Domestic driving permit

7. International driving permit

1968 Convention on Road Traffic: Annexes



Annex 1: Exceptions to the obligations to admit motor vehicles
and trailers in international traffic

• Mass or mass per axle or dimensions that exceed the limits fixed by 
domestic legislation

• Motorcycles with trailers, combinations of vehicles (a motor vehicle
with several trailers), articulated vehicles for passenger transport

• Mopeds and motorcycles whose drivers (and passengers) are not 
equipped with helmets



Annex 2: Registration number and plate of motor vehicles
and trailers in international traffic

• Composed of numerals, of numerals and letters, and of letters (Arabic
numerals, capital Latin letters)

• All other numerals or characters shall be repeated in Arabic numerals and 
in capital Latin letters

• Legible at a distance of 40m (except motorcycles)





Annex 3: Distinguishing signs of motor vehicles
and trailers in international traffic

• One to three letters in capital Latin characters

• Displayed separately or incorporated into the registration plate

• Possible to supplement with the flag or emblem



JA

J

JAM





Annex 4: Identification marks of motor vehicles in international traffic

• The name of the vehicle maker

• Production/serial number on the chassis or body

• The engine number (if placed)

• Mopeds: cylinder capacity

• Marks: accessible, easily legible, cannot be easily altered or removed

• In Latin characters, Arabic numerals (or repeated in that form)



Annex 5: Technical conditions concerning motor vehicles and trailers

• Vehicles in international traffic must meet the technical requirements in 
the country of first registration

• Technical conditions: brakes, lights/light signalling, windscreen, 
speedometer, tires, rear view mirror, safety belts



Annex 6: Domestic driving permit

• Takes the form of a document; plastic or paper; preferred colour pink; 
mandatory data elements (1-7, 9, 12), additional elements (4d, 8, 10, 11, 
13, 14); items 1-7 preferably on one side

• In Latin characters

• Categories and sub-categories; additional ones possible



Annex 7: International driving permit

• A booklet, format A6, grey cover, white inside pages

• Languages: cover in domestic language, last two pages in 
French and others in at least English, Russian and Spanish



1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals







International uniformity of 
road signs, signals and 

symbols and of road 
markings is necessary in 

order to facilitate
international road traffic

and to increase road 
safety

https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_signs_2006v_SP.pdf
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1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals



 An international system of sign classification

 Over 250 reference signs

1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals



Chapter II: Road signs

 The system of signs and signals prescribed in this Convention 
is based on the use of shapes, and colours characteristic of 
each class of sign and, wherever possible, on the use of 
graphic symbols rather than inscriptions. 



Chapters:

1. General provisions
2. Road signs
3. Traffic light signals
4. Road markings
5. Miscellaneous
6. Final provisions

Annexes:

1. Road signs
2. Road markings
3. Reproduction of 

signs, symbols and 
panels of Annex 1

1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals



Definitions

 International traffic, road, carriageway, lane, intersection, level
crossing, motorway, cycle, moped, motorcycle, motor vehicle, trailer, 
driver, mass …

 No definitions of «road sign», «symbol», «panel»…

Chapter I: General provisions

?



Obligations

 Accept the system of road signs, signals and symbols and road 
markings described herein and undertake to adopt it as soon as 
possible

o When a sign, symbol, marking conveys certain information – cannot
use any other sign, symbol, marking to convey the same information

o When there is no sign, symbol, marking conveying certain information 
- a CP can use any sign, symbol, marking provided

a. it conforms to the system and
b. CP endeavours to secure a regional agreement 

Chapter I: General provisions



Obligations

Contracting Parties:

 4 years to remove signs, symbols, markings with
different meaning

 15 years to replace those signs, symbols, markings
that do not conform to the Convention

 4 and 15 years after the date of entry into force

Chapter I: General provisions



Obligations

 No requirement to adopt all the signs, markings (adopt
what is strictly necessary)

Chapter I: General provisions 



Obligations

 Prohibited to install any board, notice, device which might
be confused with signs

 Prohibited to affix to a sign, its support, anything not 
related to its purpose

Chapter I: General provisions 



Chapter II: Road signs

The system differentiates between the following classes of road signs:

 Danger warning signs

 Regulatory signs: inform road-users of special obligations, restrictions or prohibitions 

 Priority signs
 Prohibitory or restrictive signs
 Mandatory signs
 Special regulation signs

 Informative signs: guide road-users while they are travelling or to provide them with other 
information

 Information, facilities or service signs

 Direction, position or indication signs
o Advance direction signs
o Direction signs
o Road identification signs
o Place identification signs
o Confirmatory signs
o Indication signs

 Additional panels



 Danger warning
 Regulatory
 Informative



Chapter II: Road signs

 Signs shall be so placed that the drivers can recognize them easily and in 
time

 They shall normally be placed on the side of the road appropriate to the 
direction of traffic (may be placed or repeated above the carriageway)

 A sign shall be repeated above or on the other side of the carriageway if 
local conditions are such that it might not be seen in time 



Chapter II: Road signs

 All signs shall apply to the drivers for whom they are intended 
over the whole width of the carriageway open to traffic

 Signs may be made to apply to only one or to several lanes of the 
carriageway when lanes are defined by longitudinal markings.



Chapter II: Road signs

 Dark or light graphic elements of different colours in the 
signs may be differentiated by means of contrasting light 
or dark narrow strips respectively



Chapter II: Road signs

 Nothing in this Convention shall prohibit the use of warnings or 
rules applying only at certain times of signs which are visible only 
when the information they convey is relevant

 Provided that no error of interpretation is possible, the prescribed 
dark-coloured signs or symbols may appear in a light colour, light-
coloured backgrounds then being replaced by dark backgrounds. 
The red colour of the symbol of a sign and its border shall not be 
changed.



Chapter III: Traffic light signals

 The only lights which may be used as light signals for regulating vehicle traffic, 
other than those intended solely for public transport vehicles …

 Non-flashing lights
 Red, amber and green: position and meanings defined

 Flashing lights
o One or two red lights (level crossings, swing bridges…)
o One amber light (for not heavy traffic)
o Additional green light with an arrow

 Placed before the intersection or in the middle of and above it; they may 
be repeated at the far side of the intersection and/or at the driver's eye 
level



Chapter III: Traffic light signals

 Light signals for pedestrians …

 Flashing:
o Light signals of the (preferably) two colour system
o Possible to use the three colour system
o Red – (preferably) standing pedestrian, green – (preferably) walking

pedestrian

 Non-flashing:
o Green light only

 Always positioned vertically, red at the top…



Chapter IV: Road markings

 Road markings shall be used, when the competent 
authority considers it necessary, to regulate traffic or to 
warn or guide road-users

 They may be used either alone or in conjunction with 
other signs or signals to emphasize or clarify their 
meaning



 Longitudinal marking 

Transverse marking

Other markings

Colour of markings (white, yellow, blue for parking)
Modification of markings for construction periods

Chapter IV: Road markings



Chapter V: Miscellaneous

 Signs for road works

Marking by lights or reflecting devices

 Level crossings
o Use/installation of lights and/or sound signals
o Marking of level crossings, with or without gates



Annexes:

1. Road signs
2. Road markings
3. Reproduction of signs, symbols and 

panels of Annex 1



Examples from Jamaica







- GDP growth/fleet size
- congestion
- males/youth
- public transport vs moto taxis

- fleet size (?)
- Helmets (standard?)
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