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Main Research Goals ESSP Change and

1. Earth System Science Partnership (ESSP) is a partnership of the four

global environmental change research programmes: an internation- H u m a n

o} al programme of biodiversity science (DIVERSITAS), the Interna-
tional Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), the International
Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change

b. (IHDP), and the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP). It e a t

brings together researchers from diverse fields, and from across the
globe, to undertake an integrated study of the Earth System, the

2. ways that it is changing, and the implications for global and regional
sustainability.

What is GECHH Project?

4, Global Environmental Change and Human Health is the fourth
joint project within the Earth System Science Partnership (ESSP).

It is being developed as a logical complement to the three ongoing
ESSP Projects. Those three projects address the global carbon cycle
(Global Carbon Project, GCP), the global water system (Global Wa-
ter System Project, GWSP), and Global Environmental Change and
Food Systems (GECAFS). Changes in each of those three systems
influence, via diverse pathways, human well-being and health.
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Why are Global Environmental Research Priority Targets

Changes and Human Health
re] ated? 1. Atmospheric composition changes and their health impacts
a.

Human Health is a topic which enables opportunities for trans- b.

disciplinary research, bridging the natural and the social sciences.

It is widely, often intuitively, understood that human societies and 2. Land Use/Land Cover changes and human health issues
the wellbeing and health of their populations depend on the flow a.

of materials, services and cultural enrichment from the natural b.

world. In the face of global environmental change (GEC), this is a

pre-condition for successful policy oriented research. Neverthe-

less, to date there has been little formal description and study of 3. Infectious disease and Global Environmental Changes

the relationships between GEC and human health, and of the ways a.
in which social institutions and processes modulate those relation-

ships. The need has now been recognized within the Earth System b.
Science Partnership for a joint project to increase, strengthen, and

then support and coordinate the international research network in C.
relation to this topic.

4. Food-producing systems and health

5. Urbanisation and health

o0 oo

6. Vulnerability, social representation and resilience building
a.
b.

CDC trap capturing vectors of (re)emer- An illiterate mother providing finger-print
gent and neglected infectious diseases authorization for (re)emergent infectious
(Leishmaniasis and Bartonellosis). disease blood-screening in her household.
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