Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE/WHO-EURO Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes

Second session, Bucharest, Romania, 23-25 November 2010

Status of implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health

Lithuania

Dear Mr(s) chairman,

Dear ladies and gentlemen,

1. First of all, some information about water quality in Lithuania.
Drinking water for residents (in urban areas) is supplied from artesian water reserves. The quality of artesian water is good, but quarter of the population (mostly in rural areas) use dug wells water for drinking and food preparation. Dug wells water is not protected of contamination, which may cause health risk. Both bacteriological characteristics and level of nitrates in well water often exceed the hygiene standards. 

2. We would like to inform you, that the Protocol on Water and Health was ratified by the Parliament in Lithuania on 7 March 2004. 

Protocol on Water and Health is important for us:

· in case of transboundary rivers (with Belarus and Latvia) and Baltic Sea

· in context of inter-institutional co-operation

· in increasing the population proportions served by collective systems of drinking-water supply and sanitation

· in tackling water supply and sanitation problems in rural areas. 

3. To facilitate and coordinate the implementation of the Protocol the Minister of Health and the Minister of Environment approved Outlines for the Implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health. (12 January 2005, Nr. V-14/D1-22, Official Gazette, Nr. 11-348, 2005).
In accordance with the Outlines for the Implementation of the Protocol the Ministry of Environment provides information on water to the Ministry of Health. 
This is the responsibility of the Ministry of Health to provide to the UNECE and WHO/EURO secretariat data about progress achieved and reports on Protocol implementation in Lithuania. 
4. Though formally targets for the Protocol implementation have not been adopted in Lithuania, the progress evaluation and reporting under the Protocol is possible using the targets related to water quality which have been set in Lithuanian legislation. 
The main qualitative target is to achieve the quality of drinking water for all urban and rural inhabitants to be in compliance with Lithuanian Standard (Hygiene Norm of Lithuania) HN 24:2003: Safety and quality requirements of drinking-water (Official Gazette, 2003, No. 79-3606; 2007, No. 127-5194) and EU requirements. 
The main quantitative target is “95% inhabitants of municipal public water services territory should be provided with public water services until the end of 2015 year”. This target will be used to measure progress defined in the Law of Republic of Lithuania on Supply of Drinking Water and Waste Water Management (Official Gazette, 2006, No. 82-3260). 

Many of the activities under the Protocol are related to the implementation of the EU Directives on Drinking Water, Bathing Water, Urban Waste Water. Future plans are closely related with implementation of Water Framework Directive, preparation of River Basins management plans. 
5 The main problems related to Protocol implementation and in the preparation of National report are:
· there is no separate financial support for target setting and for Protocol implementation in Lithuania;
· the cooperation between different institutions involved is not sufficient, hinter sustainability of action. 

6. Plan of future actions:

· to focus on the process of inter-institutional collaboration;
· to establish new active working group for bringing together the ongoing activities;

· to adapt the Guidelines of Target Setting and Reporting at National level;
· to do the presentation and explanation of Guidelines, discussion about this items is need; 
· to include the public into the process of Protocol implementation;
· to pay attention to importance of training programmes;
· to share of experience at the subregional levels.
