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Mandate from the first 
Meeting of the Parties

• … in the longer term, consideration should be 
given to establishing stable and predictable 
financing mechanisms for the core elements 
of the programme of work, for example by 
using the UN Scale of Assessments…
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Lessons learned 2007  - 2010

• Resource mobilization is time and labor 
intensive, yet did not result in the full coverage 
of the approved budget

• Lack of financial resources has made full 
implementation of the approved work 
programme impossible

• Financial burden is shared unequally

• Contributions are unpredictable in size and 
time of intake
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Consequences

• Human resources

– Lack of continuity of existing staff

– Lack of staff retention capacity

• Uncertain and unplanned programme 
implementation

• Need to administratively share resources

Need for a more sustainable and 
predictable funding strategy for 
the Protocol
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Why UN scale of assessments?

• Specifically requested by the Working Group on 
Water and Health at its 3rd meeting in May 2010;

• Parties expected to adopt a financing model as a 
voluntary scheme to be adhered by all Parties as an 
expression of ethical commitment to the Protocol.

• Already used in other Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements;

• More equitable sharing of the costs among Parties
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General guidance from the 
United Nations

• Charter of the UN Chapter IV art 17 §2

– The expenses of the Organization shall be borne 
by Members as apportioned by the General 
Assembly

• UN General Assembly resolution 62/208

– Core resources [are] the bedrock of operational 
activities

• WHO GA Resolution 63.5 adopts the UN scale of 
assessment as the basis of its core budget
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Distribution based on UNSA
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Other multilateral agreements

• Many examples exist of contributions based 
on UNSA or tired contributions

– In core legal text

– Through decision of the MOP, ROP

• Parties to the Protocol are also Party to MEAs 
with standing funding agreements
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Examples from other MEAs
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Budget distribution following UNSA
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ODA against suggested yearly 
contribution



Item 9 Programme of work 2011 - 2013 and resources needed

Second session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health

(Bucharest, Romania, 23 – 25 November 2010) Slide 13

13

Non-monetary contributions

• Human resources

– Junior professionals / associate experts

– Staff secondment

– Strengthening of national institutions 
through direct contributions and outsourced 
work

• In-kind contributions (meetings, travel, 
logistics, etc)
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Conclusion

• The Meeting of the Parties may wish to
– Establish a voluntary scheme of contributions 

aimed at covering the costs of the work programme 
2011 – 2013, based on the UNSA

– Encourage Parties that have contributed to 
maintain their level of contributions

– Encourage Parties that have not yet contributed to 
increase their support in cash and/or kind 

– Request the Bureau and the joint secretariat to 
liaise with Parties to achieve this goal

– Agree to review the financial scheme at its Third 
session


