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Why promotion?

• The Water Convention and Protocol on Water and Health are unique 

instruments for improving water management- but they are little known

• A lot of experience and guidance material have been developed under

the Protocol and the Convention which should be shared

• Focal points should disseminate information about the Protocol, its

products and meetings at the national and sub-national level

• But obstacles such as lack of time, knowledge
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The Guide

• Guide for focal points developed by chairpersons to Water 

Convention and Protocol on Water and Health

(ECE/MP.WAT/2009/13 )

• Adopted at the fifth session to the Meeting of the Parties to the 

Water Convention in November 2009

• Interesting interactive session for exchanging experience

between focal points on their promotion efforts held at the 

WGIWRM meeting in July 2010 in Geneva
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Tools to use

• Protocol text

• Brochures

• Publications, guidelines, 
studies etc.

• Presentations

• Websites
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Whom to address?

• Policy-makers

• National authorities

• Donors

• Media

• NGOs and other bodies

• General public

• Scientists
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Opportunities for promotion

• Right to water recognized as human right

• Water, sanitation and water-related disease reduction

• MDGs

• Climate change

• Natural disasters

• Accidental water pollution

• EU-Water Initiative for EECCA-countries

• Central Asia



How to better promote the Convention and its Protocol on Water and Health: a guide for focal points – Slide 7

Second session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health

(Bucharest, Romania, 23 – 25 November 2010)

7

What to do

• including references to it in relevant legislation

• including information on the Convention and Protocol 
on the ministry website

• drafting articles for newspapers and magazines

• distributing brochures

• informing colleagues about outcomes of meetings and 
publications developed under the Convention

• organizing awareness-raising workshops

• Etc…
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Examples: articles
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National websites and press releases
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Conclusion

• Promotion is important:

– To raise awareness about the importance of transboundary 
water cooperation and human and health issues; 

– To foster a better understanding of the opportunities offered 
by the two treaties, and; 

– To support their implementation in the region and beyond.

• Promotion of the Convention and the Protocol is a major 
responsibility of focal points

• The Guide offers  important advice and should be used as much 
as possible by focal points and others

• Sharing of experience between focal points could be helpful


