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Ladies and gentlemen,
Distinguished guests, 
Allow me, in opening reunion to welcome you all to Romania and thank you for your participation at the second meeting of Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health, in those days hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests and Ministry of Health, under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and World Health Organization.
Romania has ratified the Protocol on Water and Health since 2000 through its adoption in national legislation and followed to be an active part in actions under the Protocol, along with 37 other signatories or parties to the Protocol.

The aim of Protocol is to protect public health through proper management of water, including water and ecosystems by preventing, controlling and reducing water-related diseases.

Given that water is essential for maintaining life and the quantity and quality of water is a fundamental condition for promoting health and sustainable development, we believe that we all need to take responsibility for implementing this important document. Your active participation here proves the interest of all nations to create the appropriate environment-water ecosystems, both nationally and internationally.

Ensuring equitable access to safe drinking water, including disadvantaged groups is an important objective of the Protocol, taking into account the fact that access to adequate quality water for drinking and personal hygiene is a key factor in prevention of communicable diseases.

This event brings together representatives of the States of the region of United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, European Union, international and non-governmental organizations with attributions and responsibilities in the water and health areas, with the aim of analyzing the stage of implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health, the presentation procedures and mechanisms to facilitate implementation of the Protocol, capacity building and exchange of experiences, promotion of the Protocol, as well as the establishment of the  potential partnerships.

We are particularly interested in the achievements of the Task Forces on indicators and reporting system, for surveillance and extreme weather events, activities proposed to be included in the work program for the period 2011 - 2013, and the opportunities for cooperation in the future.

The integrated approach and alignment of policies and strategies in environmental and health sectors require presentation, discussion and adoption at the meeting, the draft guide on setting targets, assessing progress and reporting.

Adopting guidelines for water and health is very important for Romania, because they are useful tools that will allow better regulation and enforcement of practices related to access to safe water and health protection.
In the context of implementing the provisions of the Protocol in terms of health, we are fully aware of the importance of developing monitoring and warning systems and contingency plans with regard to drinking water. This is the reason for which we appreciate the very substance of the draft policy Guidance on water-related disease surveillance and draft technical Guidance for setting up, implementing and assessing surveillance systems of water-related disease.


We are also interested in the stage of implementation of the Protocol on country reports presented during the pilot year of reporting and regional report prepared by the Joint Secretariat of the Protocol. Given that our country is finalizing the process of setting targets according to art. 6 of the Protocol, Romania, as EU Member State, must take into account the obligations it has under the European Directives in the field.

Having regard that extreme weather events are occurring with increasing frequency and intensity, affecting the quantity and quality of water resources it is imperative to pay the appropriate attention to the provisions of the specific guidelines for water supply and sanitation in extreme weather conditions.

The Guidelines on the Setting of Targets, Evaluation of Progress and Reporting that will approved at this session is a useful tool for the Parties within the process of implementation of the Protocol.

Taking into account that there is a strong link between the Water Framework Directive and the Protocol on Water and Health, we consider that we need to continue to encourage a more involvement of stakeholders in decision making process, to achieve better results in terms of ecosystem, cleaner water and effective prevention of water-related diseases.

Finally, I would like to highlight the contribution and the effort of those who have worked very effectively in the drafting of documents that will be presented for approval at this session.
PAGE  
2

