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Gerbiamasis Ministre, Zurnalo ,,Valstybé“ vardu norime Jus informuoti ir i8reik¥ti miisy,
kaip leidéjy ir Lietuvos Respublikos pilietiy, pasipiktinimg dél Baltarusijos veiksmy. Veiksmy,
kurie, miisy jsitikinimu, riboja ne tik miisy, kaip Zurnalisty, bet visy pirma ir kaip Lietuvos piliegiy
teises.

Informuojame Jus, kad gavusi kvietima i§ Baltarusijos miisy redakeija labai atsakingai
ruedési vadinamajam vie$ajam svarstymui, kuris turéjo vykt Baltarusijoje. Nors §is svarstymas
musy jsitikinimy vyko paZeidZiant ESPOO konvencija, mes ketinome siysti milsy Zurnalista, kad jis
maksimaliai jdémiai ir principingai i¥klausinéty apie visus veiksnius, lémusius tai, kad Baltarusija i§
74 galimy viety atominés elektrinés statybai pasirinko ta, kurioje yra nacionalinis parkas, kuri yra
probleminé dél audinimo, yra seisminéje zonoje ir labai arti vienos i§ ES valstybiy sostiniy.

Deja, milsy Zurnalistas §iy klausimy uZduoti negaléjo, nes jam paskuting minute pries
ivykstant buvo paaiskinta, kad jis gali vaZiuoti tik kaip paprastas pilietis (nors kvietimg dalyvauti
vieSajame svarstyme gavo konkrediai Zurnalo ,,Valstybé* redakeija) ir turi pasira$yti pasi¥adéjima,
kad niekam neuZduos jokiy klausimy ir nefotografuos. Mes jsitikine, kad apie Baltarusijos atominés
elektrinés statyba teisg uZduoti klausimus turi turéti visi Lietuvos piliediai, kuriems neramu ¥inant
visus rizikos faktorius dél Sio objekto statybos.

Ireiskiame miisy redakcijos susiriipinima, kad §i atominé elektriné statoma ignoruojant
Lietuves pilie¢iy teises | objektyvig ir saZininga informacija..

Pridedas Nr. 1 - Zurnalo ,,Valstybé“ Zurnalisto Karolio Makricke pateikta paai¥kinima apie
nejvykusig kelione | Astrava.
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Priedas Nr. 1

Sestadienio ryte (2013-08-17, 7:40) atvykau prie Balfarusijos ambasados Lietuvoje, mane pasitiko
keli asmenys, kurie organizavo kelione j Baltarusijos teritorijoje statomos atominés elektrinés
aikitele ir ten vyksiantiq diskusija. Jie pasisveikino ir mangs pasiteiravo, ar jau turiu Baltarusijos
viza. Isgirde neigiama atsakyma man pasake, kad anokia béda — tiesiog turiu nuvykti i Baltarusijos
ambasados Konsulinj skyriy (Muitinés g. 41), kur man bus i3duota viza.

Atvykus i Baltarusijos ambasados Konsulinj skyriy teko Siek tiek paliketi, kol jis buvo atidarytas.
Patekus j vidy buvo pradéti pildyti dokumentai. Kai pridaviau dokumentus ir pasg, man buvo
pasakyta, kad dokumentai priimti, tadiau konsulato darbuotojai nemato sistemoje man iSduotos
akreditacijos, todél negali man i¥duoti vizos. Kartu buvusi, kaip spéju, Baltarusijos ambasados
darbuotoja pasitilé nesijaudinti, paadéjo paskambinti, , kur reikia®, ir akreditacija atkeliaus. Deja,
mazdaug po valandos paai$kéjo, kad jai taip ir nepavyko prisiskambinti norimam asmeniui. Ji man
pasake, kad mano akreditacija pasimeté, bet galin uZpildyti pra¥yma gauti viza kaip paprastas
Lietuvos pilietis ir j renginj vis tick galésiu vykti. Tiesa, ji perspéjo, kad tokiu atveju vaZiuodiau ne
Furnalisty autobusu ir vizitavimo mar§rutas tikriausiai bty kitoks. Tuomet prasidéjo jdomus
pokalbis su Baltarusijos ambasados Konsulinio skyriaus darbuotoju, kuris pasake, kad puikiai
supranta mano padétj, tatiau vis tiek negali iSduoti man net ir paprastos vizos, nes Zino, kad a$
zurnalistas, Kai paklausiau, kodél tai kei¢ia reikalo esme, jis pasaké: ,,I8 kur man Zinoti, kad
nuvaZiaves nepradésite kalbinti praeiviu, klausinéti vietos gyventojuy, fotografuoti ir t. 1.7 Tuomet
mergina, padéjusi pildyti dokumentus ir atlydéjusi nuo ambasados, pasifilé dar karta Siek tiek
lukteléti ir nesijaudinti, nes § reikalg kaip nors idspres — jiems labai svarbu, kad vykty kuo daugiau
Zmomy.

Dar po keliy akimirky atéjo vienas pensininkas, kuris vyko | Baltarusijg, nes jj pakvieté kazkokia
organizacija, ir lengvai, per 15 min. gavo viza, o tuo pat metu Konsulinio skyriaus darbuotojams
pasakojo anekdotus rusy kalba. Po mazdaug 10 min. atvyko moteris, kuri prisistaté kaip Zurnalisté
i3, Verslo Ziniy“, tatiau i renginj Astrave vaZiuojanti kaip Lietuvos pilieté. Moteriai dar nepradéjus
pildyti dokumenty, Konsulinio skyriaus darbuotojas paklausé, kur ji dirba. I§girdes, kad ji —
Furnalisté, paklausé jos vardo, pavardés ir leidinio pavadinimo. Moteriai priducdant dokumentus, jis
taip pat pasakeé, kad ji neturi akreditacijos, todél vizos negaus. Zurnalisté pradéjo sakyti, kad ji
va¥iuojanti savo noru, o ne Zurnalistinio darbo dirbti, tiesa, jei jai kas nors pasirodys jdomu, ji norés
apie tai paradyti. Buvo iStarti vél tie patys ZodZiai, kad i§ kur jam #inoti, ar ta mergina, ten nuvykusi,
nebandys ko nors paklausinéti, bendrauti su aplinkiniais, fotografuoti ir pan. Tada jis iSkart pasiiile
sprendimg — raSyti prayma Konsulinio skyriaus darbuotojui, pra§yme paminéti, kad nuvykus
Baltarusija tikrai nebus dirbamas Zurnalistinis darbas, tai yra nebus klausinéjama, fotografuojama ir
t. t. Taip pat papildomai i vizos prafiymo blankg reikia jradyti, kad j Baltarusijg vykstama tik
asmeniniais tikslais.

Kai pasakiau, kad man vis tiek norétysi dirbti Zumnalistinj darbg ir sédéjimas be galimybés uzduoti
klausimy nedomina, vél buvo rastas ,.sprendimas* — organizator¢ pa%adéjo paskambinti pitmadien
ir pasakyti, kada man bus i¥duota akreditacija, kuria gaves galésiu su nemokama viza nuvaziuoti j
BRaltarusijoje statomos atominés elektrinés aikstele tada, kai man bus patogu. Deja, i8 Baltarusijos
ambasados man taip niekas ir nepaskambino.

Karolis Makrickas, Zurmalo ,,Valstybé™ Zurnalistas




To the attention of the Minister of Foreign Affairs Linas Linkeviéus

Dear Minister,

In the name of the office of the Journal “Valstyb&”, we wish to inform you as well as express our
deepest concern about the behavior of Belarus officials, We are convinced that this kind of behavior is
at breach of our rights as journalists and as citizens of Lithuania.

We inform you, that our office had received an invitation from Belorussia and was actively preparing

to participate in the open debate about the nuclear energy plant in Astrav, Belarus. Even though we
consider this event to be a breach of ESPOO convention, we were planning of sending one of our
correspondents to the place of event in order to know the reasons why did from 74 possible sites
Belorussian authorities have chosen the one which is in a National Park without good access to the
water in case of cooling of the plant and is in the seismic active zone, as well as close to one of the EU
states.

Regretfully, our journalist was not able to ask these questions because at the last moment before
departure he was instructed by the Belorus officials that he could only participate in the debate only as
a private citizen, not as journalist {even the invitation was received to the editorial office of
“Valstybe™), and that he would also need to fill in a commitment that he would not ask any questions,
nor take any pictures of the site. We are convinced that Lithuanian citizens, who are concerned about
the dangers of the nuclear plant, should and could give questions about it.

Once more, we express our deepest concern that this nuclear site is being built without implementing
the lawfizl rights of Lithuanian citizens to objective and honest information.

You will find an explanation given by the journalist attached.

Sincerely Yours,
Director

Almantas GlioZeris



Explanation

On Saturday morning of August 17, 2013, I arrived to the embassy of Belarus in Vilnius, I was greeted
by several event coordinator of the trip to Belarus nuclear plant construction site and was asked if 1
already have a visa. As I said I do not have visa of Belarus, they instructed me to go to Belarus
Consulate and get a visa, which should not take long.

As I arrived to the Consulate, I had to wait a while until it was opened and my documents were
investigated. I was asked for my passport and other documents, but was given an answer that they do
not see my accreditation in their computer system. In such case they are not able to issues me a visa.
The female coordinator, who was helping me before to fill in the papers, assured that it is no problem
and that she will call “necessary person” and get my acoreditation. Regretfully, after one hour, she still
couldn’t reach the “necessary person”. I was informed that my accreditation has been lost, but I can
still fill the necessary papers to get an ordinary visa, as a private citizen. But in this case, I could not be
taken on journalist bus and the route of my visit would be different. After this, one more interesting
conversation started. Consulate officer started explaining me that despite he sympathizes me in my
situation, he can not issue me even ordinary visa, because he is not sure that while arriving at the event
I'would not ask people questions and make photographs. Meanwhile the female coordinator szid not to
worry and wait a little as the problem will be solved because they are very interested to take as many
people to the event as possible.

Shortly after a pensioner arrived to the Consulate. I overheard that he is going to Belarus at the
invitation of some organization and was issued a visa in 15 minutes while telling jokes to the consulate
officers. After ten more minutes a woman arrived and said she was from the Journal “Verslo Zinios®
and wants to travel to the same event in Astrav as private Citizen. Same Consulate officer started
giving her questions about her employer, the name of the Journal, her name, surname and so on. While
processing the necessary papers, she was also informed that she does not have an accreditation and will
be denied visa. The journalist started explaining that she will be visiting the event as private citizen, not
on business trip, but was answered with same phrases as [ was, e.g. that the officer is not sure she will
not ask people questions and make photographs, and so on. Right away he gave her a solution ~ she
needs to sign in a commitment stating that she is not going to the event as a journalist, that she will not
ask people questions or make photographs and that she is going to Belorussia on private basis.

Then 1 turned to the event coordinator and said that while on the trip [ wish to do my job and I am not
interested sitting and doing nothing. She instantly found a “solution” — she said she will call me in a
few days when my accreditation is ready and then I will travel to the Astrav nuclear plant site with a
visa gratis any time convenient for me.

I never received any call or message from the embassy of Belorussia ever since.

Karolis Makrickas, correspondent of Journal “Valstybe™



