
REPABLIC OF B(JLGARIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

Ref': Decision wnd of the Meeting of the Porties on compriance by Bulgaria with its obligations
under the convention on Access to rnformation, Public participation in Decision-maleing and
Access to Justice in Environmentar Matters (Aarhus convention)

Dear Ms Marshull

I bring to your attention first report 
for the progress to date in implementation of therecommendations of the compliance commifte; ; the party related to communicationACCC/C/2012/76 concerning injunctive rglief in procedures of reviewing environmental permits,according to paragraph 9, point (a) of Decision VI/:8d, adopted by the Meeting of the parties (on itssixth session held in Budva, September 2017):

As the national focal point for the Aarhus convention for Bulgaria, the Ministry of Environmentand water has submitted to the authorities with competence in implementation of therecommendations of the compliance c.ommittee with regard io 
"o-m.rnicatiln 

ACCC/C/2012/76,namely - the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) and the Niinistry of Justice, full documentation andall available information concerning communication ACCC/C/2012/76,with request to the SJC foropinion and suggestions for the implementation of the recommendations. The SJC has notified thecommission on Legal Affairs to the National Assembly, the Supreme Administrative Court and theNational Institute of Justice CNIJ). In this regard, the Nij has informed the Ministry of Environment
and water that the recommendations of the Compliance committee related to communication
ACCC/cl20r2/76 are one of the priority topics otr *ii.h the NIJ develops training programmes for
the judges from the administrative courts. Given the strategic importance of-familiarizing the
administrative judges with the basic requirements of the larhus Convention, including theCompliance Committee's recommendations, the NIJ foresees the development of an e-learning"to be
conducted by the end of 2018. Access of Bulgarian magistrates to tire recommendations of the
Compliance Committee is ensured in the NIJ's piotected iiternal network (virtual ..reading room,,).
The NIJ is prepared to include training on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the
Institute's training activities plan for the next year.
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Against this background, I take the view that the recommendation on providing training and

guidance for judges and public officials in Bulgaria is being implemented, and the actions taken

iccordingly, will bring sustainability to the process'

I wourd like to express my confidence that the compriance committee will appreciate the progress

and the efforts oorr"-fv Burgaria to implement the committee's recommendations in connection

with communication ACCCIC/20l2l76,and in particular by the Ministry of Environment and water

as the national fbcal point for the Aarhus Convention, while, at the same time' the Compliance

committee may take into account the fact that, according to the constitution of Bulgaria, the

judiciary in our country is independent.
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