MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU BELARUS AUPRES DE L’OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES ET DES AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe and has the honour to forward the information on the implementation by the Republic of Belarus of the Decision IV/9b, adopted by the Fourth Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (29 June - 1 July 2011).
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe the assurances of its highest consideration.
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Progress on implementing the Decision 
taken by the Fourth Session 
of the Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus 
Convention regarding 
the Republic of Belarus

Pursuant to point 5 of the recommendations in the Decision taken by the Fourth Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention regarding the Republic of Belarus (‘the recommendations’), Belarus, as one of the Parties, drafted and approved an Action Plan for implementation of the Decision on the Republic of Belarus taken by the Fourth Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention (‘the Action Plan’).

Pursuant to point 2 of the Action Plan, a working party was established to draw up proposals to bring Belarusian legislation into fuller compliance with the Aarhus Convention.
A Concept Note for the preparation of amendments and additions to Belarusian legislation with regard to public participation in decision-making on types of activity that affect the environment and public access to information (‘the Concept Note’) was also drafted; this  was presented for public discussion.

On the basis of the Concept Note, the Republic of Belarus prepared a draft Law on introducing amendments and additions to some Belarusian laws with regard to public participation in environmental decision-making and public access to environmental information (‘the Law’). That draft Law, inter alia, was presented to the public for discussion, and representatives of public environmental associations were informed of this at a meeting of the Public Co-ordination Committee for the Environment attached to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus.

In the course of review of the draft Law by all the interested parties, it was also decided to draft a resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus approving Regulations for the conduct of public discussions on environmental decision-making (‘the draft Resolution’).

The first version of the draft Resolution was reviewed by the relevant subdivisions of the Ministry of the Environment and passed to the finalization stage.  

In addition, in the aim of implementing the recommendations during 2013, the Ministry of the Environment planned to conduct training courses and take other measures for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Republic of Belarus (including maintaining the Aarhus Centre’s internet site, conducting activities on environmental issues, organising round tables, etc.).

In light of the fact that the installations about which communications have been sent to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee are situated in Grodno Oblast, the first regional Aarhus Centre in Belarus has been set up in the city of Grodno as part of the joint European Union and United Nations Development Programme project ‘Support to the development of a comprehensive framework for international environmental cooperation in the Republic of Belarus’.

The aim of setting up the Grodno Aarhus Centre is to support the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in Grodno and Grodno Oblast. Educational events for government officials are planned by the Grodno Aarhus Centre for 2013.

