MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCESAND ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
Kollektornaia Street, No. 10, 220048, Minsk
tel. (37517) 200-66-91; fax (37517) 200-55-83
Email: minproos@mail.belpak.by
Account No. 3604900000111 in Belarusbank
Minsk, code 795, tax reference no. 100519825
Companies and organisations classification no. 2082

30.11.2011 No. 14-11/5311-vn
To No. of

Compliance Committee for the
Convention on Access to
Information, Public
Participation in Decision-
making and Access to Justice
in Environmental Matters
(Aarhus Convention)

The Republic of Belarus attaches great importarcethe
implementation of the Convention on Access to Imfation, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access to igdestin
Environmental Matters (hereinafter ‘the Aarhus Gamtion’).

Since the signature by the Republic of Belarushef Aarhus
Convention, much work has been done to implemanpribvisions
in national legislation and in practice. It sholle noted that since
the Aarhus Convention entered into force for Bedaru 2001, our
country has four times passed legislation on pubédidicipation in
decision-making on proposed activities that mayeham effect on
the environment. Moreover, this latter legislativas a higher legal
status than previous instruments.

This process still continues today. Unfortunatehgwever,
national legislation regarding access to envirortaleimformation
and public participation in environmental decisioaking still
requires improvement. In this regard, the recomragads issued to
the Republic of Belarus by the Compliance Commiéeeé endorsed
by the Fourth Meeting of the Parties were welcofmgaur country
as assistance in the performance of the obligatiodertaken by the
Republic of Belarus on signature of the Aarhus @orion.



First, we are honoured to tell you that as partiegfislative
reform to ensure the fullest compliance with thelhAgs Convention,
additions and amendments have been made to ResoNidi. 755 of
the Cabinet of Ministers of 19 May 2010 on Sevédaasures to
Implement the Act of the Republic of Belarus of 8vidmber 2009
on State Environmental Review [Expertiza] throulga adoption of
Resolution No. 689 of the Cabinet of Ministers of 1 June 2011 on
the Insertion of Additions and Amendments into Reson No. 755
of the Cabinet of Ministers of 19 May 2010 and Becognition of
the Loss of Force of Resolution No. 571 of the @Gabof Ministers
of 4 May 2009 andResolution No. 1370 of 13 October 2011 on the
Insertion of Amendments and Additions into Sevé&tabolutions of
the Cabinet of Ministers and Recognition of the 4. @$ Force of
Resolution No. 356 of the Cabinet of Ministers 6fMarch 20009.

In particular, the following additions and amendtsehave
been inserted, in line with the recommendationsentadthe Aarhus
Convention Compliance Committee to the RepubliBelarus:

- the principle of timeliness and effectivenesspaoblic
information on the environmental impact of a prambsctivity has
been added to the basic principles of environmenmtabact
assessment (Section 4.5 of the Regulations on thedct of
Environmental Impact Assessment [OVOS] (hereinaftdne
Regulations’));

- a minimum period for the conduct of public dissions
has been specified (30 days from the date of patindic of the notice
of public discussions) (Section 35.1 of the Regoire));

- the requirements for the notice of public distoss
have been amplified to include information abou¢ thuthority
competent to take the decision to permit the canstn of a facility
(Section 35.7 of the Regulations).

Moreover, additions and amendments clarify the @dace for
revising the environmental impact assessment repod the
circumstances in which this is necessary, identifie state
environmental review findingsefpertiza conclusion] and decision
of local executive authorities as decisions onghaposed activity,
and oblige local executive authorities to publigtidions taken by
them on a proposed activity on their official imtet sites, along with
a range of other amendments and additions.



Resolution No. 755 of the Cabinet of Ministers 6fNlay 2010
on Several Measures to Implement the Act of 9 Nd@m2009 on
State Environmental Review as revised is attached.

Moreover, Resolution No. 687 of the Cabinet of Miars of 1
June 2011 on Several Measures to Implement the oActhe
Republic of Belarus on the Insertion of AdditiomedaAmendments
into Several Acts of the Republic of Belarus onlftectural, Urban
Planning and Construction Activity approved tRegulations on
the Conduct of Public Discussions in the Field of Architectural,
Urban Planning and Construction Activity (attached).

After the Fourth Session of the Meeting of the iearto the
Aarhus Convention, the relevant state authoritiexcu$sed the
implementation of the Aarhus Convention and idesdifways in
which this could be improved.

In particular, as part of the European Union and UN
Development Programme ‘Support to the developmehtao
comprehensive framework for international environtaé
cooperation in the Republic of Belarus’, which begt be
implemented in Belarus in 2011, it is planned i12@013 todr aft
amendments and additions to Belarusian legislation on public
participation in decision-making and public access to
information on activities that concern the environment. These
amendments and additions should bring nationasl&igon into the
fullest compliance with the Aarhus Convention ahtha same time
fulfil the recommendations received by the RepublidBelarus at
the Fourth Session of the Meeting of the Partiegth® Aarhus
Convention in Chisinau.

We also hope that the project ‘Building capacitycompile
national pollutant release and transfer registetsvo countries with
economies in transition (the Republic of Belarud #re Republic of
Tajikistan) in the framework of the Aarhus Conventi (which
began in 2011) and the roll-out of the SEIS [ShaEedironment
Information System] project in Belarus (the firstional seminar
took place in 2011) will assist the Republic of &elk to fulfil its
obligations under the Aarhus Convention, increasg®ip awareness,
and improve the collection and distribution of eowmental
information and public participation in the decisimaking process.



We would like to avail ourselves of this opportynid express
our gratitude for the assistance granted to theuBlepof Belarus in
improving its legislation and practical applicatiohthe law in the
light of the Aarhus Convention, and we hope thas thuitful
cooperation will continue.

We would also be grateful if the Convention bodezsuld
provide expert, advisory and financial assistanu® support to the
Republic of Belarus in its implementation of theasmendations
issued.

Yours respectfully,
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First Deputy Ministe| V.V. Kulik
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