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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN PLANS AND PROGRAMS STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES AND STAKEHOLDERS AND EUROPEAN UNION MEMBER STATES INFORMATION ORDER

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

This public participation in plans and programs strategic environmental assessment procedures and stakeholders and european union member states information (hereinafter – Order) regulates public participation in Plans and programs SEA procedures and stakeholders and EU member states information.

2. Public participation in TERRITORIAL PLANNING documents SEA process participates according provisions of the Law on TERRITORIAL PLANNING (Zin., 1995, No. 107-2391; 2004, No. 21-617) and Government regulation for public participation in TERRITORIAL PLANNING process (Zin., 1996, No. 90-2099; 2004, No. 112 -4189).

3. The purpose of this order – to ensure that according to defined order public will be enabled to participate in Plans and programs SEA (hereinafter – SEA), it will be consulted and will have an opportunity to get acquainted with decisions made concerning adoption and (or) approval of Plan or program.

4. This Order is mandatory for all participants of SEA process.

5. Public participation procedures are:

5.1. announcement about Plan or program SEA;

5.2. public presentation of Plan or program SEA report and draft Plan or program;

5.3. information about decision made concerning approval of Plan or program.

6. Public participation procedures and stakeholders and EU members information is organised by Plan or program organiser at his own costs.

II. REFERENCES

7. In this order references are made to Decision of August 18, 2004, No. 967 Of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania concerning “Order of assessment of the effects Of certain plans and programs on the environment” (Zin., 2004, No. 130 - 4650) [1].

III. TERMS

8. The terms used in this order ,,Plans and programs“, ,,Plans and programs preparation organisers“, ,,SEA“, „public“, etc. shall have the same meaning as in Decision of August 18, 2004, No. 967 Of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania concerning “Order of assessment of the effects Of certain plans and programs on the environment” (Zin., 2004, No. 130-4650) [1].

IV. ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF PLANS AND PROGRAMS

9. Plan or program preparation organiser, after having prepared screening document and decision made concerning obligation to carry out SEA within 10 w.d. (in cases when SEA is obligatory without screening procedure – after starting preparation of SEA scoping document) informs public by means of announcing in the press of town(s) or district(s) on which territories Plan or program are prepared, in internet page of Plan or program organiser, and when Plans and programs are prepared on national level – in regional and national press the following information:

10.1. name of Plan or program organiser;

10.2. name of Plan or program, starting date and goal;

10.3. whether SEA will be carried out, if not – where can be found motivation for such decision;

10.4. name, address, deadline and how proposals can be submitted.

11. Public while submitting proposals has to indicate:

11.1. name, surname, address;

11.2. motives, on which proposal is based;

11.3. proposal submission date;

12. All from public received proposals Plan or program organiser examines, assesses and makes decision to accept or reject.

V. PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF plans and programs SEA REPORT AND DRAFT PLAN OR PROGRAM
13. Plan or program organiser, after having prepared SEA report and draft Plan or program, not later than 20 w. d. before the public meeting informs the public by the means of information as referred in paragraph 9 presenting the following information:

13.1. name of Plan or program organiser;

13.2. when SEA was carried out for Plan or program;

13.3. when in Plan or program organiser’s institution (or other in announcement defined location) public can get acquainted with draft Plan or program and SEA report. Public should be given access to the SEA report and the draft plan or program no later than 20 working days prior to the scheduled public meeting;
13.4. name, address, deadline and how proposals can be submitted;

13.5. when in Plan or program organiser’s institution (or other in announcement defined location) public meeting, during which the public will be informed about the SEA report and draft Plan or program, will take place.

14. Before the start of public meeting or during it Plan or program organiser shall assign chairman and secretary of the meeting and provide possibility for participants to register themselves. Speeches of participants are recorded in writing. After public meeting minutes of the meting are signed by chairman and secretary. Participants of the meeting have right to review minutes before they are signed and present their opinion in writing, which is attached to the minutes.

15. If during one hour from the start of public meeting no one public representative arrives, Plan or program organiser may state, that public presentation procedure is completed and public is not interested in Plan or program. This is written in minutes of the meeting and signed by Plan or program organiser and secretary.

16. Plan or program organiser during public meeting has to describe aims of Plan or program and introduce with draft Plan or program and SEA report, to give answers to questions and inform how were taken into account motivated public proposals submitted in writing before public meeting.

17. After public meeting Plan or program organiser according to defined format has to prepare public proposals presentation report (annex 1) and minutes of public meeting, attaching list of participants and information about announcements in media as referred to in paragraph 9.

18. Plan or program organiser examines public proposals and taking them into consideration appends and (or) amends SEA report or rejects with motivation. 

19. After public meeting proposals concerning SEA are not accepted.

20. After public meeting Plan or program organiser prepares and together with SEA report and draft Plan or program submits to stakeholders public consultation documents referred to in paragraph 17.

VI. INFORMING PUBLIC, STAKEHOLDERS AND eu MEMBER STATES ABOUT DECISION MADE CONCERNING ADOPTION OF plan or program
21. Plan or program organiser, whilst making decision concerning approval of Plan or program or before submitting for approval in accordance with order as defined in legal acts of LR and taking into consideration conclusions of SEA stakeholders, shall prepare a summary of coordination of SEA stakeholders conclusions according to the form as defined in annex 2.

22. Plan or program organiser about decision taken shall inform public by announcing in information means (as specified in paragraph 9) the following information:

22.1. who and when did approve Plan or program;

22.2. when in Plan or program organisers institution one can get acquainted in details with Plan or program as approved, motivation for selecting certain alternative, and Plan or program implementation effects monitoring measures, as well information about how environmental issues were integrated into Plan or program, how was considered information presented in SEA report, conclusions of SEA stakeholders, public proposals and results of transboundary consultations (if such took place).

23. Plan or program organisers about decision taken in writing informs SEA stakeholders and when in Plan or program organisers institution can get acquainted in details with the information referred to in paragraph 22.2 as well presents a summary of coordination of SEA stakeholders conclusions (annex 2).

24. The agreement about detailed order concerning informing institutions and public of significantly affected EU member state shall be reached during transboundary consultations. Such order shall ensure that institutions and public of significantly affected EU member state will be informed about decision made, where one can get acquainted in details with Plan or program as approved, motivation for selecting certain alternative, and Plan or program implementation effects monitoring measures, as well information about how environmental issues were integrated into Plan or program, how was considered information presented in SEA report, conclusions of SEA stakeholders, public proposals and results of transboundary consultations.
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Form of submission of public proposals concerning strategic environmental

assessment of __________________________________

                       (name of Plan or program)

	No.
	Name, surname and address of public representative
	Proposals
	Motivated assessment of proposals

	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	


Organiser of Plan or program____________________________________________






(name, surname, position, signature, date)
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SEA stakeholders conclusions concerning SEA of

 __________________________________ coordination form

      (name of Plan or program)

	No.
	Name and address of institution
	Conclusions
	Motivated assessment SEA stakeholders conclusions

	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	


Organiser of Plan or program ____________________________________________






(name, surname, position, signature, date)

