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Albanian National Focal Point of Aarhus Convention
Subject:
Progress report for implementation of Action Plan in response to the Recommendations of the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus Convention 

This second yearly report of Albania is in response to the decision III/6a approved Meeting of Parties to the Aarhus Convention in its third session on 13 June 2008 in Riga, Latvia and based on the recommendations of the Report of the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus Convention for “Findings and recommendations for the Albanian Complaint”.

On behalf of the Albanian Government, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration has continued its efforts and made progress of implementing the action plan and taking further action to be in compliance with Aarhus Convention and its requirements. 

As reported in the previous reports the Working Group (established by Minister of Environment, Forests and Water Administration, with its order Nr. 446 dated 24.10.2007) continued to supervise the work done for implementation of the action plan that had two main components: 

(i) interventions on preparing by laws for improving existing legal framework; and (ii) taking training and awareness raising activities with all concerned actors for implementation of Aarhus Convention.

Improving and enforcement of the existing legal frame work 

a)  Minister Advisory 

During 2009, MoEFWA has finalised the advisory of the Minister no.1, aproved on 03.03.2009 “Tasks of environmetal authoritities for ensuring the participation of public and NGOs in the process of enviromental impact assesment”. The decison defines the environmetal authorities and their role in environmental decision making for ensuring the public participation during the EIA process and making sure that the opinions and concerns rised by public are taken in consideration during the environmental desicion making process. 

Ministry and its structures are enforcing and implementing the provisions of the new legal acts (decision of the Council of Ministers nr 994, approved 2nd July 2008; ordinance of Minister no 1, approved on 7.1.2008; and advisory of the Minister no.1, aproved on 03.03.2009) prepared under the above mentioned action plan and all relevant existing legislation.  
Almost every law or major decision approved in Albania recently goes under consultation with interested parties, NGOs and interested groups and is given the necessary time to the consultation process according the legal provision. e.g. Ministry undertook consultation with NGOs and interested parties for presenting and collecting comments for draft laws “For EIA”, “For SEA”, frame work law “For environmental protection ”, etc., during autumn 2009. 
Ministry is requesting and ensuring that all companies applying for environmental permit goes through consultation process with likely to be effected inhabitants and involvement of local authorities. In cases that Ministry is not satisfied with consultation is requiring a second round consultation. One example, during 2009, was that Minister requested the Italian Company ENEL to carryout a second round consultation with public in the areas likely to be affected by its proposed activity “construction and operation of a coal fired thermo power plant” proposed to be located in the industrial park of Porto Romano, Durres. 

Awarenes and training activities 
In response to the paragraph 6 of the decision III/6a approved Meeting of Parties to the Aarhus Convention in its third session on 13 June 2008 in Riga, Latvia, Ministry of EFWA and WB Office in Tirana has prepare and submit for approval a project “Strengthening the Aarhus Convention Implementation in Albania”. The project is approved and is expected to start by March 2010. The project main objective consists: a) build and enhance capacities of the existing Aarhus Centers and expand their location; b) enhance interaction between civil society and local and central governmental authorities; c) improve the civil society watch dog role. The project will be expanded in 12 regions where are located Regional Environmental Agencies. 
Progress of Implementation Action Plan for Public Participation in response to the Recommendations of the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus Convention

	Field
	Actions/Activities
	Time Frame/Funds
	Responsible Institution
	Time of activity accomplished 

	Legislation
	Drafting of the Decision of the Council of Ministers on procedures for public participation in decision making

1. Establishment of the Working Group to draft the Decision of the Council of Ministers which will consist of specialists from Legal Department, sector of IT and communication and Directory of Local Government (Ministry of Interior), Ministry of European Integration 

2. Identification of gaps in the legal framework in public participation in decision-making 

3. Drafting of the Decision for the Public Participation

4. Discussion with NGO’s on the draft and taking into consideration their suggestions.

5. Delivering the draft of the Decision of the Council of Ministers for suggestions at the Ministry of Law, Ministry of Finance, and Ministry of Interior.

6. Approval and entry in to force of the Decision of the Council of Ministers.

7. Editing and Publication of the Decision and other referring legislation to carry out the public participation in decision making process. 

8. Organization of Training for Local Government and Government Structures to facilitate the process. 
	Short term

State Budget

20 November 2007

30 November 2007

10 January 2008 

10 February

20 March

April 2008

May 2008

May-continue
	Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration
	Done 

Done 

Done 

Done in May 2008
Done in July 2008
Approved on 2.7.2008 and put on the website of  Tirana Aarhus Information Center and website of the ministry.

Training done April 2009 with support of OSCE



	Legislation


	Drafting of the Advisory “On the procedures of public participation in environmental impact assessment”

1. Establishment of the working group that will draft the joint advisory with the Ministry of Interior.

2. Completion of the work for the preparation of the draft 

3. Discussion with the interested parties (NGO’s)

4. Promotion and publishing of the Advisory 
	           April 2008

May 2008

June 2008

July 2008


	Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration
	Done

Done 

Done  September 2008

Done during 2009 

	Awareness raising
	Organization of the debates with the community under the leadership of the institutions of the Local Government for certain important activities that require environmental permits by the Ministry of Environment Forests and Water administration.
1. Identification of the requests of the subjects that request Environmental Permits for activities with Environmental Impact Assessment (Directory of Environmental Impact Assessment and permits) .

2. Cooperation with the sector of IT and Communication for the accomplishment of the public debates with the support of Local Authorities.

3. Experience gain and sharing of the lessons learned with the Local Environmental Agencies.
	Short term with donations from different donors

March  2008

April-May  2008

May  2008 continue


	MMPAU, Subjects
	Done December 2008 – January 2009. Public hearing for TEC in Durres 

In process 

Continues 



	Awareness raising 
	Pilot Projects to provide training of the government structures for Public Participation in Decision-making.

Different modules of training tailor made for different trainers groups. 

The project “Strengthening the Aarhus Convention Implementation in Albania” prepared and submitted 
	Midterm

Projects with different donors interested in the process of Environmental Impact Assessment


	Regional Environmental Agencies, Directories of Forest Service, Fisheries Inspectorate, agencies of Water and Basins, Regional Road Directories, Agencies of Energy Efficiency,

The secretariat of the Council of Territory Adjustment in Republic of Albania   
	One project in progress with OSCE. Planed activities for March – April  2009 
Project approved and due to start march 2009,  funded by WB Office in Tirana


