The Crossrall Bill In the House of Commans

The deadiine for depositing the petition

It is important that we receive all petitions by

the deadline set by the House of Commons. This
deadline will be announced once the Bill has passed
Second Reading. Please check our website or calt the
Private Bill Office to make sure you know when the
deadline is.

When the Bill reaches the House of Lords a deadline
for petitioning there will be announced.

Fees

You wiil have to pay a fee of £20 when you deposit
your petition at the House of Cammons. There is
no subseguent charge, for example for appearance
before a committee,

Do rot bring money or chegues with you. Petitioners

will be billed in due course by the House of Commons.

Definitions

The Crossrail Bill will be a hybrid Bill. This means
that it will be a parliamentary Bill which has some
of the characteristics of a public Bill and some of a
private Bill,

Public Bills relate to the public general law of the
land which affects everybody.

Private Bills, by contrast, seek to confer benefits

on particuiar individuals, institutions or localities,
over and above the provisions of the general law
(examples are Bills to build railways or harbaur
works, or to regulate markets). Whereas public Bills
are introduced by an MP private Biils are promoted
by an outside body such as a company or a local
authority.

A hybrid Bill is a public Bill which affects specific
private interests in the same way that a private Bill
would, It is usually introduced by the Government.
The most well-known hybrid Bills in recent years
were those to build the Channel Tunnel and Channel
Tunnel Rail Links.
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If you want to know more

If you want 1o know more you can contact the
Private Bill Office in the House of Commons on
020 7219 3250.

The Private Bill Office is open fo the public from
11am to Bpm Monday to Thursday, and from
9.30am to 3pm on Fridays.

You can check our web page which is updated
regularly:
www.parliament.uk/about_commons/prbohoc.cfm

More information about the Crossrall project is
availabie on the Crossrail website:
www.crossrail.org.uk
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The Crossrail Bill in the
House of Commons

What you need {o know




Thea Crossrail Bili in the House of Commons

This guide explains what you can do if

you want to object to Crossrail’s proposals
becoming law in their current form.

it was announced in 2004 that the Government
would introduce a Bill early in 2005 dealing with the
Crossrail proposals. The Bill wili be called the Crossrail
Bill and will be discussed and analysed by MPs.

You can object to the Crossrail Bill by petitioning the
House of Commons, This will give you an opportunity
to explain to a select committee of MPs how the new
law would affect you and why you object to &. If the
MPs agree with your objections they have the power to
change the Crossrail Bill before it becomes a iaw.

What to do if you think you will be affected
by the Bill

If you receive a letter from solicitors (Winckworth
Sherwood) acting for the Crossrail project or the
Department of Transport you will be affected by the
Crossrail Bill. The letter will tell you how much you
will be affected and that you can contact the House of
Commons andfor the House of Lords to object to the
way in which the Bill affects you.

You can also object to the Bill if you haven't received
a letter but you think that you could be affected by
the Bill.

To object to the Bill you will have to submit a petition
to the Private Bill Office.

What is a petition?

A petition is a summary of objections to particuar
aspects of the Crossrail Bill. it is a reguest to the
House of Commons for the petitioner (you) to be
allowed to argue your case, in due course, before the
select committee on the Crossrail Bilk.

Ater the Second Reading debate on the Crossrail Bill
in the House of Commeons, the Bill will be referred
to a select committee. This committee will hear the
petitioners’ cases. {The Bill subsequently proceeds
through a standing committee which considers the
Bill clause by clause. Only MPs may speak at this
commitiee.)
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Who may petition?

Any individual, group of individuals, or organisation
“directly and specially affected” by the provisions of
the Crossrail Bill may petition against it.

If the promoters of the Bill (Crossraif) feel that
sorneone who petitions against the Biil is not
“directly and specially affected” they may object fo
the petitioner's right to be heard by the committee.
In such cases, the MPs on the select commitiee on
the Crossrail Biill will decide if the petition can be
accepted.

When should the petition be presented?
The Bill is expacted to start in the Mouse of
Commons and proceed in due course to the House
of Lords, Petitioners may petition in either House
or both. Each House has a separate format for
petitioning and petitions must be addressed o

the appropriate House, The timetable for receiving
petitions in the House of Commons is laid down in an
Order of the House, customarily made immediately
after Second Reading of the Biil. (Please see the
information on deadlines befow.)

What should petitions contain?

The petition should state:

« what the Crossrait Bill does {briefiyh;

» who you (the petitioner) are;

» why the Bilt affects you; and

+ what you would like the select committee
o do about it.

Your petition should not call upon the select
committee to reiect the Bill altogether, as the
commitiee is not able:to do that.

Since your petition will form the basis of your case
before the select committee, it should include all the
points of objection you have against the Bill. There is
no need to elaborate objections in great detail.
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What form should petitions take?

There is a guide which explains in detail the
formal wording required for petitions to the House
of Commons. K you want to petition please call
the Privaie Bill Office and request our “Guide to
petitioning against a hybrid Bill".

This is also avaliable online:
www.parliament.uk/about_commons/prbohoc.cfm

Agents

If you want someone eise to represent you (for
example, a solicitor) you may wish to instruct an
agent who will act on your behalf in ail matters
relating to the petition.

There are two types of agents: professionat
Parliamentary Agents (who aiso act for promoters)
are known as “Roil A" agents and all cthers who are
“Rolt B" agents.

The following Roll A agents should be able to
represent you:

Bircham Dyson Bell
50 Broadway
London SW1H OBL
020 7227 7080

Sharpe Pritchard

Fulwood Place
London WC1V 6MG

020G 7405 4600

Vizard Oldham Brooke Blain
42 Bedford Row

tondon WCIR 4JL

020 7665 0806

If you wish someone other than a Rofl A agent to
represent you, they will need tc become a Roli B
agent. Most people can become Roll B agents and
you will also find instructions on how to do this in
our “Guide to petitioning against a hybrid Bill".




