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	Date of submission
	02.03.2009 (version in Spanish language submitted 18.02.2009)

	Party concerned
	Spain

	Articles concerned

	4.1, 4.2, 6.4, 6.5, 9.1

	Text of the communication
	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant and the Party concerned on this web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communication concerns the alleged general failure by Spain to implement several provisions of the Convention, including through a failure to enforce domestic legislation. The allegations are presented through several examples concerning access to information, public participation and access to justice in the Extremaduran Community.
The communicant alleges that by failing to ensure that its public authorities provide environmental information upon request in a timely manner and without an interest having to be stated by the requester, the Party concerned is not in compliance with article 4, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Convention. 

The communicant  also alleges by failing to ensure that its public authorities allocate sufficient time for public consultations on complex projects and provide appropriate access to project documentation, the Party concerned is not in compliance with article 6, paragraphs 4 and 5, of the Convention. 
The communicant further alleges that, although Spanish legislation establishes the right of free or inexpensive access to justice for certain non-governmental organizations, the criteria that such organizations have to meet in order to qualify preclude small organizations from bringing cases to court, including with regard to access to information. The communicant considers such an arrangement to be in non-compliance with article 9, paragraph 1, of the Convention.


	Number of supporting documents
	16 supporting documents in Spanish and unofficially translated into English by the communicant, plus supplementary information in English clarifying which provisions believed to have been violated.

	Original language
	English and Spanish, supporting documents in Spanish and unofficially translated into English by the communicant

	Translation
	Supporting documents have been unofficially translated into English by the communicant

	Formal completeness
	Yes

	Confidentiality requested
	No

	Receipt acknowledged
	04.03.09

	Date forwarded to CC
	12.03.09

	Remarks by secretariat
	This communication was first submitted in hard copy in Spanish on 18.02.2009. The secretariat requested the communicant to provide the communication in one of the official languages of the Convention. The English version of the communication was provided on 02.03.2009. Upon receipt of the communication, the secretariat requested clarifications with regard to specific allegations of non-compliance with certain provisions of the Convention. Such clarification was provided on 5.03.2009

	Determination on admissibility
	Preliminarily determined admissible at CC-23 (31 March – 3 April 2009).

	Additional information requested from the communicant
	No

	Communication forwarded to the Party
	Yes, by letter of 7 May 2009

	Additional information requested from or points raised with the Party
	No

	Response due from the Party
	7 October 2009

	Delay for response requested
	

	Documentation from the Party
	Answers and supporting documents (5 November 2009), position concerning allegations (27 November 2009)

	Discussion is scheduled for
	CC-26 (15-18 December 2009)

	Draft findings and recommendations
	Sent to both parties on 28 April 2010

	Comments on draft findings and recommendations
	Received from the communicant on 6 May 2010 and from the Party concerned on 28 May 2010

	Findings and recommendations
	Preparation of final findings completed at CC-28 (15-18 June 2010)


� These are the provisions of the Convention cited in the communication. The Committee may determine that different provisions of the Convention are relevant.


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.





