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JUSTICE FOR THE PLANET





Jeremy Wates
Secretary, Aarhus Committee






21 May 2009
Bureau 332
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

Dear Mr. Wates











Re: Communication to the Aarhus Compliance Committee Concerning Compliance by the UK with provisions of the Convention, ACCC/C/2008/23; ACCC/C/2008/27; ACCC/C/2008/33

We and the Marine Conservation Society would not oppose granting the UK two months to complete their response to ACCC/C/2008/33. We request a parallel two month extension of the time in which to answer the questions put by the Committee. The reason is that there is an important new official study done in the UK which has a direct bearing on the costs issues in the case. Lord Justice Jackson has undertaken an official UK review of the costs in the civil litigation system as a whole, the first major official review of the system in many years. The study was published this month in initial form. It is lengthy and comprehensive, and includes findings on costs in environmental cases. 

Lord Justice Jackson’s findings strongly support the claims on costs we have made in our Communication. We wish to take the study and present its relevant portions in the form most useful to the Committee.

With respect to the other cases, we would suggest that if the Committee proceeds with the current schedule for hearing the matters, that it should nevertheless consolidate its decision with its decision in ACCC/C/2008/33, as on the matter of costs we make representations relevant to all the cases, and as Lord Justice Jackson’s report, which we will discuss, is of relevance. We have also spoken to Mr. Robert Latimer, who confirms that we may represent he now agrees with the views that we herein express.

Sincerely
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James Thornton
CEO ClientEarth
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