ANNEX II

A

From: STERLIN BALENCIAGA Juan Manuel - 3150 <STERLIN@eib.org>
Subject: RE: Request for Information 
Date:
November 08, 2007 06:05:45 AM PST
To:  Agron Alibali
 
Dear Sir, 

We refer to your request for disclosure of the Framework Agreement between the EIB and the Republic of Albania signed on 05 February 1998 and to our acknowledgment of receipt of 11 October 2007. 

Firstly, we should like to apologyse for the erroneous information we have provided you in our initial reply of 08 October 2007. Contrary to the information we had previously received from the Albanian authorities, we have now received the confirmation that only the law ratifying the Framework Agreement and marking its entry into force was published in the Albanian Official Journal back in 1998, and not the text of the Agreement, as you rightly pointed out in your message of 08 October 2007. 

Please note that, while the EIB is prepared to disclose the content of the Framework Agreement, to do so it needs the consent of the Albanian authorities. The Bank has formally requested approval for public disclosure from the Albanian authorities. We will return to you as soon as we receive clearance from the Albanian Government. We hope to be able to do so within the 30 working days deadline for complex requests established in the Bank’s Public Disclosure Policy. 

For your information, the Framework Agreement contains practical arrangements governing EIB’s activities in the Republic of Albania by ensuring certain rights and privileges to the Bank and extending certain protection to EIB financed projects. It does not outline work programmes or identify priority projects, nor does it concern environmental information which would be covered by the Aarhus Convention. You may know that, as far as the Community institutions and bodies are concerned, the provisions of the Aarhus Convention have been implemented through the Aarhus Regulation (EC) N° 1367/2006 which applies to the Bank since 28 June 2007. 

Best regards, 

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK 

Yvonne Berghorst 

Head of the Civil Society Unit 

Juan M. Sterlin Balenciaga 

Senior Communication Officer 

Civil Society Unit 

Communication Department 

-----Original Message----- 

From: STERLIN BALENCIAGA Juan Manuel - 3150 [mailto:STERLIN@eib.org] 

Sent: Thursday 11 October 2007 18:06 

To: 'Agron Alibali' 

Subject: RE: Request for Information 

Dear Sir, 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your new message of 08/10/07. Your request is currently being dealt with and we will return to you as soon as possible. 

  

Best Regards, 

  

  

Juan M. Sterlin Balenciaga 

Communication Department 

European Investment Bank 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Agron Alibali [mailto:aalibali@mac.com] 

Sent: Monday 08 October 2007 13:18 

To: STERLIN BALENCIAGA Juan Manuel - 3150 

Subject: RE: Request for Information 

Dear Mr. Balanciaga, 

Thank you for your response. 

Please note that your answer does not constitute compliance with Bank's Public Disclosure Policy because the document I have requested is NOT in the public domain as you refer.  The Albanian Official Journal that you mention has published only the decision concerning the approval of the Framework Agreement and NOT the text of the Framework Agreement. 

Publication of international agreements where Albania is a party is mandatory requirement in Albanian law before such agreements can become effective. The fact that the Framework Agreement between BEI and the Republic of Albania has not been published and, therefore it has remained inaccessible to the public, raises questions on the legal validity of all related financial agreements that the Bank has concluded with Albania. 

I would also wish to remind you that BEI has an obligation under the Aarhus Convention to provide to the general public access to information on such document. 

I would therefore appreciate if you could supply me with the text of the Framework Agreement between the Bank and Albania at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for your kind understading and assistance into this matter, 

Sincerely, 

Agron Alibali 

On Monday, October 08, 2007, at 03:29AM, "STERLIN BALENCIAGA Juan Manuel - 3150" <STERLIN@eib.org> wrote: 

>Dear Sir,<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" /> 

> 

>  

> 

>Thank you for your message below requesting a copy of the EIB - Albania Framework Agreement of 5 February 1998. We also refer to our acknowledgement of receipt of 20/09/07. 

> 

>  

> 

>On the basis of §93 of the Bank's Public Disclosure Policy ( http://www.eib.org/about/publications/public-disclosure-policy.htm ), we should like to inform you that the requested document is already in the public domain, as it was published in the Albanian Official Journal Nr. 10, year 1998, date of publishing 06.05.1998. 

> 

>  

> 

>We would therefore suggest you to consult the above-mentionned Official Journal to obtain a copy of the Framework Agreement. 

> 

>  

> 

>Best regards, 

> 

>  

> 

>EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK 

> 

>  

> 

>Yvonne BerghorstHead of the Civil Society UnitJuan M. Sterlin BalenciagaSenior Communication Officer 

> 

>Civil Society UnitCommunication Department 

> 

>  

> 

>-----Original Message-----From: STERLIN BALENCIAGA Juan Manuel - 3150 [mailto:STERLIN@eib.org]Sent: Thursday 20 September 2007 18:05To: aalibali@mac.comSubject: RE: Request for Information 

>Dear Sir, 

>  

>This is to acknowledge the receipt of your message below to the European Investment Bank (EIB). Your request is currently being dealt with and we will return to you as soon as possible. 

>  

>Best Regards, 

>  

>  

>Juan M. Sterlin Balenciaga 

>Communication Department 

>European Investment Bank 

>  

>-----Original Message----- 

>From: Agron Alibali [mailto:aalibali@mac.com] 

>Sent: Sunday 09 September 2007 19:00 

>To: infopol@eib.europa.eu 

>Subject: Request for Information 

>  

>Dear Madam or Sir, 

>  

>I need the following document from you: 

>BEI - Albania Framework Agreement of 5 February 1998 

>Your help is greatly appreciated. 

>  

>With kind regards, 

>  

>Agron Alibali, Esq. 

>  

> 

>-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

> 

>Les informations contenues dans ce message et/ou ses annexes sont réservées à l'attention et à l'utilisation de leur destinataire et peuvent être confidentielles. Si vous n'êtes pas destinataire de ce message, vous êtes informés que vous l'avez reçu par erreur et que toute utilisation en est interdite. Dans ce cas, vous êtes priés de le détruire et d'en informer la Banque Européenne d'Investissement. 

> 

>The information in this message and/or attachments is intended solely for the attention and use of the named addressee and may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error and that any use of it is prohibited. In such a case please delete this message and kindly notify the European Investment Bank accordingly. 

> 

> 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Les informations contenues dans ce message et/ou ses annexes sont réservées à l'attention et à l'utilisation de leur destinataire et peuvent être confidentielles. Si vous n'êtes pas destinataire de ce message, vous êtes informés que vous l'avez reçu par erreur et que toute utilisation en est interdite. Dans ce cas, vous êtes priés de le détruire et d'en informer la Banque Européenne d'Investissement. 

The information in this message and/or attachments is intended solely for the attention and use of the named addressee and may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this transmittal in error and that any use of it is prohibited. In such a case please delete this message and kindly notify the European Investment Bank accordingly.
