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The given document was prepared as a result of a discussion taken within the Board of Aarhus Center Armenia and applicants. The comments and suggestions made during the meeting were taken into consideration while preparing the material.   
2.

a) We acknowledge that the violations of terms for supplying information to this concrete request, as complained in 2004, indeed took place. At the same time in parallel with the AC implementation process, we note the fact that the provisions of Art. 4 par. 1-2 are generally implemented. 
b) The reference to the Art. 6 par. 2-5 and 7-9 refers to the mentioned governmental resolutions on the Dalma orchards. The resolutions themselves serve as a basis for the concrete decisions on the area alienation, EIA and public hearings conduction. 
Public participation component in the existing Laws:
· RA Water Code (adopted in 2002) - on the early public participation in the decision-making process in giving the water use permits.
· RA Law “On environmental supervision” (adopted in 2005) - public involvement in the implementation of the work check-up in case of environmental legislation violations according to the communication/request presented by them.

· RA Law “On Specially Protected Natural Areas” (adopted in 2006) – public awareness.
· and in other laws. 

The process of EIA in Armenia is regulated primarily by the Law on Environmental Impact Expertise, adopted in 1995. Among others this Law provides for public participation within different stages of procedure. In addition the Draft sub-law on public participation has been already developed, but it was not adopted, as it was decided to elaborate a new Law on environmental expertise/EIA. 

Recently the Draft new Law on State Environmental Review is in the process of revision. Inter alia it passed the expert evaluation in the frames of technical assistance provided by the Secretariat of Espoo convention. The new Draft Law has fewer procedural provisions, particularly for public participation, but expects implementing regulations to do so within one year of adoption of the Law.
The adoption of the new Law on State Environmental Review (mentioned in the report as the Law on Environmental Impact Assessment) will facilitate Armenia to fulfill with its obligations. 

Many plans, programmes and policy drafts relating to the environment are subject to public commenting, some of which are presented to public hearings (Master Plan of Yerevan city, Kapan city and other cities, Zoning Schemes, NEAP-2, etc). However, there is no developed precise procedure. That’s why the Party is in high need of the information on AC implementation (according to Art. 7, 8) in other countries to have a better idea on the best practices. 

3.  
a) The statistical monitoring of processing information requests is recently introduced. The Hot line is created in the Ministry of Nature Protection, where every individual can get the interested information on environmental issues. The appeals are also recorded in the special register and in electronic manner. 

b) Referring to the practical application of public participation procedures at all levels of decision making, it is worth to note that the several drafts of procedures are in the development process within the on-going projects by donor support. 
c) The main gap of the national legislation is the lack of developed procedure of public participation in decision-making, identification of public eligible for participation in that process. However, the provisions of AC are gradually added into the existing laws and integrated into the newly developed ones. We would like to mention on following positive developments: 

The Draft Law “On the implementation of self-control with respect to the fulfillment of the environmental legislation requirements” is developed in 2008 by the Ministry of Nature Protection of the Republic of Armenia. In accordance with the Draft the self-control will be implemented by the organizations which have a significant impact on the environment and which immediately will put in their web-sites the results of the analyzes and studies made by them on emissions, flow offs, wastes and land pollutions in the same time communicating the Ministry of Nature Protection which will during one day put the information in its web-site.

In February 2008 it has been developed the Draft Law “On making amendments in the RA Law “On Legal Acts”, according to which (Article 27 Regulative Impact Assessment) the drafts of the developing legal acts (laws, resolutions, etc.) should be also exposed to an environmental impact assessment and the results of the assessment and the draft of this legal act are subject of public discussions and hearings by the developer on purpose of including the given opinions in the draft. The adoption of this new Law will fill the existing gap in this field.  
The Party fully supports the recommendation of the Compliance Committee (CC) on the conduction of trainings to officials of all the relevant public authorities at various levels of administration and expresses readiness for cooperation with relevant international organizations on this issue. 
e) The Administrative courts, which are responsible for the legality of decisions on matters regulated by art.6 and 7, are already created and are functioning since 2008. Thus, we consider the necessity of trainings for the new judicial officials as well as for the already working judges for their qualification improvement on the AC. The REC’s regional project on this issue is under development, which is fully supported by the Ministry. 
Referring to the comment p. 5 of Transparency International (18.03.2008),where public hearing was organized at later stages, when the preliminary decision on mining was, in fact, made, we would like to note that according to the information provided by Armenian Copper Programme (ACP) the Governmental Resolution on Teghut was made only after the public hearings. The final resolution was made on 1 November 2007 after the final public hearing. This is to note that it is essential to make changes into domestic legislation, in order to ensure the compliance with Article 6, point 2 of Aarhus Convention: “The public concerned shall be informed, either by public notice or individually as appropriate early in an environmental decision-making procedures and in an adequate timely and effective manner”.
