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PART I.

Browsing through the National Implementation
Reports’ (NIR) webpage



Introduction \

Pursuant to Article 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in
Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) and Decision 1/8 adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, requiring the continuous review of the
implementation of the Convention on the basis of regular reporting by the Parties, the Parties to the Aarhus Convention produce and make publicly available
National Implementation Reports. The revised format for the Aarhus Convention implementation report was endorsed through decision 1\V/4 adopted by the
Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention at its fourth session (Chisinau, 29 June — 1 July 2011).

The Aarhus Convention secretariat has developed an online tool to facilitate the Parties in preparing and uploading their reports. Parties are strongly
Qcouraged to upload their National Implementation Reports in all official ECE languages (ENG/FRE/RUS). /
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Alternatively, go directly to http://apps.unece.org/ehim/pp/NIR/index.asp The screen in Figure 2 will be displayed.


http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/index.asp
http://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org/

Figure 2 National implementation reports page
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Step 2

Select language
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(centre of the screen)

Select language Select Questionnaire

National Implementation Reports

The following screen will be displayed (Figure 3)
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The following examples will illustrate the different options available:
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Figure 4: Example 1
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Select language Select yvear(s) Select Coutry(ies)

@ English

@ French

- Russian Austa Example 1
Azerbaijan . -
el | Single year, smglt_a country,
B e multiple questlons/gnswers
Croatia Language=English,

_ NIR Year=2008, Country=Albania,
Select Question(s)

Answers to questions=1, 3

All Questions

Document Header
1. PROZESS BY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED Provide A Brief Summary Of The Process By Which This Report

prepereeTIcluding information on the type of public authorities that were consulted or contributed to its preparation, how the public 1

consulted and how the outcome of the public consultation was taken into account, as well as on the material that was used as a basis
preparing the report.

2. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT Report Any Particular Circumstances Th
relevant for undersianding the report. e.g., whether there is a federal and/or deceniralized decision-making structure, whether the pr
the Convention have direct effect upon its entry into force, or whether financial constraints are a significant obstacle to implementatic
(optional).

ATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING THE GENERAL PROVISIONS IN ARTICLE 3, PARAC
, @, T AND & List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the general provisions in ariicle 3, paragraphs 2, 3, 4,7

the Convention. Explain how these paragraphs have been implemented. In particular, describe: (a) With respect fo paragraph 2. mez
taken to ensure that officials and authorities assist and provide the required quidance; (b} With respect to paragraph 3. measures ta



34. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6 BIS AND ANNEX | BIS Describe any obstacles encountered in
the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article & bis and annex | bis.

35. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6 BIS AND ANNEX | BIS Provide
further information on the practical application of the provisions on public participation in decisions on the deliberate release into the
environment and placing on the market of genetically modified organisms in article 6 bis, e.g., are there any statistics or other information

available on public participation in such decisions or on decisions considered under paragraph 2 of annex | bis to be exceptions to the public
participation procedures in that annex?

36. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE & BIS Give relevan

Scroll down
including website addresses for registers of decisions and releases related to genetically modified organi

and click

The results will be displayed as in the following screen (Figure 5: Example 1 Results)



Figure 5: Example 1 Results

National Implementation Reports

M Albania

1 PROCESS BY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

Provide brief information on the process by which this report has been prepared, including information on which types of public autharities were
consulted or contributed to its preparation, on how the public was consulted and how the cutcome of the public consultation was taken into account
and on the material, which was used a5 8 basis for preparing the report.

Year: zood

1. This report was prepared by the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Management {MoE}.
2. This report was discussed with other ministries, including the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture, Transport and Tourism. It was also
made available on the MOE website and sent for comments to non-governmental crganizaticns (NGOs).

7 LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 4
List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on acoess to environmental information in article 4. Explain how each
paragraph of article 4 has been implemented. Desoibe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disrimination
requirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, and in particular, desoribe: (a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

{i) Any person may have access to information without having to state an interest;

{ii} Copies of the actual documentation containing or comprising the requested information are supplied;

{iii) The information is supplied in the form reguested;
(&) Measures taken to ensure that the time limits provided for in paragraph 2 are respected;
{c) With respect to paragraphs 3 and 4, measures taken t

{i} Provide for exemptions from requests;

{ii) Ensure that the public interest test at the end of paragraph 4 is applied;
{d) With respect to paragraph 5, measures taken to ensure that a public autheority that does not hold the envircnmental information requested takes
the necessary action;
{2} With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that the requirement to separate out and make svailakble information is implemented;
{f) With respect to paragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that refusals meet the time limits and the other reguirements with respect o refusals;
{g) With respect to paragraph 8, messures taken to ensure that the requirements on charging are met.

Year: zoo&

Article 4, paragraph 1

17. The Convention’s requirements have been reflected in the Constitution of the Republic of Albanis, rendering them in constitutionsl articles. In
additicn, the Law for the Right to Information on Official Documents, and the Law for Pecple’s Ombudsman were approved.

FPublic information and its participation in decision-maeking have slso been treated within the Administrative Procedures Code, the Law for
Organization and Functioning of Local Governance and the Law for Civic Emergencies. In all these legal acts, the right for information is ensured
without an interest having to be stated. The time limit for answering the request for informaticn is stated in the Law for the Right to Information on
Official Documents and is 40 days after receiving the request. The answers to these requests have been immediste, 85 the number of written requests
has been low. The most important percentage of the requests is individuals making requests in persen to the Information and Communication
Department (8-7 persons each day) of the MoE and tsking any kind of material, according to the needs. Ancther form of information is the
envirenmental publication of the MOE Electronic Environmental Bulletin (a menthly), which communicates the most important decisicns and
activities of the Ministry. The website of the Ministry is always available to the public Article 4, paragraph 2

18. There have been no cases of postponing the timeline of one month after receiving the request.



Example 2

If you wish to compare various reports submitted by a single country go to the main page, repeat steps 1 and 2 and once on the search page
tick the boxes corresponding to the years you wish to be displayed.

Figure 6: Example 2
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Aarhus Convention

([ J

/—(\ Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making
) ® and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

Accueil

Renforcement des capacites des RRTP  Convention d'Aarhus  Centre d’information d'Aarhus

Rapports nationaux d'exécution

xample 2
Choisir le(s) pays MU|tip|e yeal'S, Single OOUﬂtI'y,
s tes paye & multiple questions/answers

Choisir la langue Choisir 1" année(s)

Frangais

Language=French,
NIR Year=2005, 2008, 2011
Country=Belgium,
Answers to questions=1, 2
Choisir la(les) question(s)

Toutes Les Questions

Document Header

1. ppftédure D'élaboration Du Présent Rapport Veuillez Décrire Brigvement La Procédure D'élaboration Du Présent Rapport, Notamment
quelles sont les autorités publigues qui ont été consuliées ou qui y ont contribué, comment le public a été consulté et comment il a &té tenu
compte du résultat de ces consultations, ainsi que les documents utilisés pour élaborer le rapport.

= ENTS D'AIDE A LA COMPREHENSION DU RAPPORT Veuillez Signaler Toutes Circonstances Particuliéres Importantes Pour
comprendre le rapport, par exemple I'existence d'une instance décisionnelle fédérale et/ou décentralisée, la mesure dans laquelle les
dispositions de la Convention ont un effet direct sur son entrée en vigueur ou si des confraintes financiéres constituent un obstacle important a
la mise en ceuvre (facultatif).

3. MESURES LEGISLATIVES, REGLEMENTAIRES ET AUTRES POUR LA MISE EN APPLICATION DES DISPOSITIONS GENERALES DES
PARAGRAPHES 2, 3, 4, 7 ET 8 DE L'ARTICLE 3 Enumérer les mesures législatives, réglementaires et autres prises en vue d'appliquer les
dispositions générales des paragraphes 2. 3, 4, 7 et 8 de l'article 3 de la Convention. Indiguer comment ces paragraphes ont €té appliqués. En
particulier, veuillez préciser. a) En ce qui concerne le paragraphe 2, les mesures prises pour faire en sorte que les fonctionnaires et les

Click submit (soumettre)
The results appear in the following screen



Figure 7: Results Example 2
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Rapports Nationaux D'Exécution

i1 Belgique

1 FROCEDURE D'ELABORATION DU PRESENT RAPPORT
L'Annéz: 2005

Plusigurs autorités sont responsables de 'exécution de la Convention, & savoir I"Autorite fédérale et les trois entités federales (Region wallonne,
Régicn de Bruxslles-Capitale et Région flamande). Chaque autorité s donc répondu su nivesu national sux questions relevant de sa propre
compétence. Par suite, |e rapport nationsl officiel de 12 Belgigue est compeosé en fait de quatre rapports différents. Afin de respecter |a limite de 8
500 mots fixes par I'CHU, le présent document a &te établi comme synthése des quatre rapports. La Belgigue ne le considére donc pas comme son
rapport officizl, mais comme |2 reflet des points principaux des rapports officiels. Pour faciliter |a compréhension du rapport national, des
hyperliens avec les réponses complétes ont &t& inclus pour chague question.

Le rapport national & &te coordonné par le réseau Aarhus, qui dépend du Comite pour la politigue internationale de I'environnement, lequel
rassemble les autorités politigues et administratives compétentss sur les questions d'envircnnement. Le réseau Aarhus est chargé de préparer et
suivre les négociations internationales relatives 4 la Convention. Il a coordonné les préparatifs des consultations naticnales afin dassurer une
harmenisation & I'échelle du pays. || a décide de tenir deux types de consultations, & savoir une consultation nationale coordonnée des quatre
grandes fédérations belges de protection de I'envircnnement (qui couvre donc I'ensemble des rapports belges) et une consultation du public par
chaque auterité pour son propre rapport.

Les fédérations d"ONG ont présenté des cbservations communes sur le rapport fédéral et des observations individuelles sur les rapports régicnaux.
Comme ces observations nent pas de lien direct avec le processus de presentation des rapports, mais sont davantage axees sur des questions
geénérsles (par exemple, les amélicrations qui peuvent étre apportées & 'acoés & |a justice, compte tenu de |a jurisprudence restrictive), on peut y
scceder par ['hyperlien fédéral pour le rapport fédéral et par les hyperliens régionaux pour les rapports régionaux.

S'agissant du public, chague autorité a organise une consultation en ligne au cours du maeis de novembre 2004, Trés peu d'observations ont &te
regues, mais chague autorité a répondu sux membres du public, soit individuellement, soit de maniére générale sur 2 site Web.

L'Annéz: 2011

La Conventicn sur I'sccés a linformation, |s participstion au processus décisicnnel et I'acces & |s justice
&n matigre d'environnement est une convention « mixte » au niveau belge, cest-a-dire que sa mise en
oceuvre dépend de plusieurs autorités. In conoreto, il s'agit de 'autorité fédérale et de trois entités fédérées
{Région wsllonne, Région de Bruxelles-Capitsle et Communsuté flamande). Chague sutorité s donc
répondu en interne au présent rapport pour o2 qui reléve de ses competences. Clest ainsi que le rapport
naticnal de la Belgique est constitué de quatre rapports distincts.

Etant donne gue certaines competences restent naticnales et donc, sont gérées par l'autorite fedeérale, les
rapports régionaux peuvent renvoyer sur certains points au rappert federal {particuligrement en ce= qui
concerne 'aspect juridictionnel de 'accés & |a justice). A linverse, certaines compétences sont
exclusivement régionales. Dans ce cas, le rapport fedéral le mentionne expressément.

La coordination du rappert naticnal s'est faite dans le cadre du réseau Aarhus qui appartient au Comite
pour la Politigue internationale de I'Environnement (C.C.F.1LE), leguel est un comité qui rassemble les
sutorités politigues et administratives compétentes au niveau belge en matiére denvironnement. Ce
réseau « Aarhus » est charge de la préparation et du suivi des négociations internationales liges & la



Example 3:
Repeat steps 1 and 2. Once on the search page select language and one or more years.

Figure 8: Example 3
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countries press and hold
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countries you wish to
display.

and Access to Justice in Environmental M

Main PRTR Capacity Building Aarhus Convention Aarhus Clearinghouse

National Implementation Reports

Select year(s)
2005
2008

2011
2014
Example 3
Multiple years, multiple countries,
Select Question(s)

multiple answers
@ mdsons Language=English,

Document Header

NIR Year=2008, 2011
Countries= Armenia, Azerbaijan and Bulgaria,
1. PROCESS BY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED Provide A Brief Summary Of The Proc A" Answers
prepared, including information on the type of public authorities that were consulted or contributed to its p
consulted and how the outcome of the public consultation was taken into account, as well as on the materi
preparing the report.

2. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT Report Any Particular Circumstances That Are
relevant for understanding the report, e.g., whether there is a federal and/or decentralized decision-making structure, whether the provisions of

Click submit and the results will be displayed as follows (figure 9):

11



Figure 9: Results Example 3
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Main PRTR Capacity Building Aarhus Convention Aarhus Clearinghouse Back

National Implementation Reports

m Albania

2 PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REPORT

Report any particular circumstances that are relevant for understanding the report, e.g. whether there is a federal and/or decentralized decision-
making structure, whether the provisions of the Convention have a direct effect upon its entry into force, or whether financial constraints are a
significant cbstacle to implementation {opticnal).

Yaar: 2008

3. This is the second report for Albania, and the institution responsible for implementation of the Convention is the Ministry of Envircnment {MoE),
incduding its structures in the Prefectures (Regional Environmental Agencies). Ladk of funds from the State budget makes the implementation of the
Convention difficult, especially on issues that directly affect the general public and/or the interested part of civil society.

= Armenia

Yaar: 2008

8. Armenia is still, although to a lesser extent, facing financial difficulties related to the implementation of the Convention: there is 8 lack of
computers and photocopy machines; not enough has been done to educate officials on the Convention’s provisions; progress in incorporating the
provisions into national legislstion is slow; there is a ladk of specialists in this field; and there are other chstacles to implementstion. All these
obstacles are particularly scute at the regional level.

7. According to the Constitution, executive power is exercised by the Government, which is responsible for implementation of State policies on
science, education, culture, health, social security and environmental protection {art. 89). Internaticnal agreements concluded on behalf of Armenia
are applied only after ratification. Ratified internstional sgreements are a8 composite part of the judicial system of Armenia. If such sgreements
establish rules different from those envisaged by the country’s laws, the rules of the international agreements shall prevail. The Constitution has
supreme juridical force and its rules are directly applicable (article 8 of the Constitution). As stated in article 10 of the Constitution, “The State shall
ensure the protection and regeneration of the environment and the scund use of natural resources™

Year: zo1a

1. Armenis is 8 unitary state. Under article 82 of the Constitution, "Legislative power in the Republic of Armenia shall be exercised by the National
Assembly.” The Armenian Government holds executive power. Under article 88 of the Constitution, "The Government shall implement state policy
in the fields of science, education, culture, health care, social welfare and environmental protection.”

2. The Armenian legal system has three levels. Under paragraph 1 of article 81 of the Constitution, “Justice in the Republic of Armenia shall be
administered sclely by the courts in accordance with the Constitution and laws.” Article 92 of the Constitution states that the courts ocperating in the
Republic of Armenia are the first instance court of general jurisdiction, the Court of Appeal and the Court of Cassation, which ensures uniformity in
the application of the law. It is forbidden to establish emergency tribunals. One special administrative court and cne special administrative appeal
court are currently operational in Armenia. Under article 23 of the Constitution, "Constitutional justice in the Republic of Armenia shall be
administered by the Constituticnal Court.” Under article & of the Constitution, “The Constituticn of the Republic has shall have supreme legal force
and the norms thereof shall apply directly.__ International tresties shall come into force only after being ratified or approved. Internationsal tresties
are a constituent part of the legal system of the Republic of Armenia. If a ratified international treaty stipulates norms other than those stipulated in

12



PART II.
Uploading a National Implementation Report
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Uploading a National Implementation Report

STEP 1 Step 2

Send an email to .
public.participation@unece.org When you receive your username and
to request a username and password go to
password to the National http://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org
Implementation Report web and click on National Reports
application.

Before uploading your report Step 3
Please include please bear in mind the following: UPLOAD

your full name,

professional title, ALWAYS remove text formatting
name of before pasting any information. YOUR
CIEENTEIE, This page cannot accept track REPORT

address, and
contact details
(email, phone

and skype).

changes. Any pre-existing
formatting, needs to be
removed.

Copy clean text ONLY into this
application

14



Figure 10 Aarhus Clearinghouse webpage

HOME

» access environmental information

» participate in environmental decision-making

» achieve justice on environmental matters

Which

type of resource?

RESOURCE DIRECTORY  NEWS

U N EC E United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Aarhus Clearinghouse

HATIONAL REPORTS  CALENDAR

The Clearinghouse showcases information on laws and practices relevant to the public's right to

| Events

What

is the purpose?

| Access to Information

Who

is the source?

|Academia

Where

in the world?

|AFRICA

FOR ENVIRONMEY
HELP CONVENTION HOME

» Advanced search..

Convention News

Internal Affairs Cttee passes
peliution disclosure bill
1 Mar 2012

Fix costs to save the planet, says
Jackson
6 Feb 2012

Mew Resources

Spain - Supreme Court (Tribunal
Supremo) - Asociacion GECEN —
Aeropuerto de Castellon -
Summary with a link to the
judgement

UNECE / Task Force on Access
to Justice

EU-Court of Justice-Court of First
Instance - WWF-UK Ltd v Council
of the European Union (cases C-
355/08P and T-91407) - Summary
with a link to the court orders.
UNECE/ Tesk Force on Access
to Justice

Tools For You

¥ Map the Parties and
Signatories to the Aarhus
Convention

¥ Map the Parties and
Signatories to the Protocol on
Poliutant Release and Transfer
Registers to the Aarhus
Convention

¥ Map the Parties to the
amendment to the Aarhus
Convention

About the Aarhus Clearinghouse | Contact Us | Terms of Use

Copyright ®2004-2010 UNECE. All rights reserved.
Front page photo by Akuppa. Some rights reserved.

Aarhus Clearinghouse Admin

Step 1
Goto

http://aarhusclearinghouse.unece.org
and click on National Reports

Alternatively, go to

http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/index.asp

~N

J
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Figure 11 National implementation reports page

PRTR Capacity Building Aarhus Convention Aarhus Clearinghouse

National Implementation Reports

Select language Select Questionnaire

@ English
© French
© Russian

National Implementation Reports
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Figure 12 Finding the access key

['EILM PRTR Capacity Building Aarhus Convention Aarhus Clearinghouse

National Implementation Reports

Select language Select Questionnaire

@ English
© French
© Russian

National Implementation Reports

LOOK FOR THE KEY
ICON ON THE RIGHT
OF THE BOTTOM
LOWEST FRAME ON
YOUR SCREEN AND
CLICKONIT

4. Once you click on the key, the following screen appears that asks for your username and password (Figure 13).
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Figure 13 Log in to the National Implementation Reports

Please remember to
Aarhus Clearing contact the secretariat to

ask for a user name and

password!!!!

National Implementation Reports PRTR Capacity Building Aarhus Convention

Welcome

Entrance
Na

Password | |
Submit Reset

5. Enter your Username and Password and click the 'Log in' button - the screen in Figure 5 will then be displayed.

18



Figure 14 Selecting NIR
') Editing Mode - WL m BB~

Log Off QR §NNLTE
SELECT THE NIR

Edit Mode - Answers

YOU WISH TO EDIT
- (e.g. NATIONAL
Select Questionnaire IMPLEMENTATION
Titla REPORT 2014)

= Mational Implementation Report 2005

= Mational Implementation Report for Malta (2007)
= Mational Implementation Report 2008
= Mational Implementation Report 2011
= Mational Implementation Report 2014

19



Figure 15 Editing NIRs

[IGLE il List of Answers

Edit Mode - Answers

Select answer

Number Title Country Year Questionnaire

() Serry; IO THATI Was-feund.

@ Create new answer

Click on
"Create new answer"
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Figure 16

Log Off List of Answers Questionnaires list Reports on PRTR Reports List Countries list List of Regions and Organizations

Mode of editing

& New record!

Edit Answer |

Question’s ID
efron & number

Country

NOTE: Please remember to change year to
2014

Submit Cancel

Users list
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Figure 17

{@ Administrator Mode - AX -

G~

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
% @ Convert ~ [ Select
i Favorites 55 @@ Public Participation - Ho.. & Web Slice Gallery +

€| http://apps.unece.org/ehlm/pp/NIR/ans2edit.asp?Ans=New
— =

‘@AdministratorMode'AX | ‘ R v [7 v Pagev Sfetyv Tooks~ @+ 7

[} .
\  Aarhus Convention
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-maki
.U). and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters i -

Log off EEEEIFNET

Edit Mode

* New record!

Edit Answer
Question's 1D [lEw
Question's number

mn

@

Language
Questionnaire
Answer

] [EToI=1

s < s leB TS T =
Ir Lay 9 HES 43 mE | @

L]
i
il
{11
n
k.
mr
3

I

1

Submit Cancel

€ Intemet | Protected Mode: Off v B10% v

g B ® s

Select the question number you wish to upload (Bear in mind that the question numbers correspond to the 2014 reporting format)
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Figure 18

Log Off EEERVFNEITETS
Mode of editing

4 New record!

Edit Answer
Questons 10
Question's number
1 [+
vear
SO \Whole World =

User  |3arhus2013
Lastupdate  111/20/2013 10:29:38 Al
Language |EN

Questionnaire |y Eﬁ \

Answer
This is a test response to Q1

REMEMBER!
ALWAYS REMOVE TEXT FORMATTING
BEFORE PASTING.

This page cannot accept track
changes.

Any pre-existing formatting
needs to be removed.

PLEASE Copy clean text ONLY
into this application.

o O

Submit = Cancel |

Type the text you wish to upload and click submit
The following screen will appear



Figure 19

vorites | @ Editors Mode - WL R * ] @ v Pagev Safety~ T

Log Off EEILIFTEETE]

Title Country Year Questionnaire

B .51 NR14

Click here

to
DELETE
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Figure 20

Log Off ERERVFNETET

Mode of deletion
Delete Answer |
Question's ID_Asa46
L er |4
Year 014
COUT T \hole World =

User  laarhus2013

Lastupdate  111/20/2013 10:41:27 Al
Language  |Ep
Questionnaire  |jR14
Answer

This is a test response to Q1

TN\

Submit Cancel

Click submit and you will see the following screen
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Figure 21

Editors Mode - WL || IR v = deh v Page

Log Off EEESFNENETE
i Dde - Answers

Select answer

Number Title Country Year Questionnaire

=

Create new answer

‘0 Sorry, no match was found.

0 Create new answer

Seledt pags:

REMEMBER
TO LOG OFF

For further information, please contact the secretariat at: public.participation@unece.org
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