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Parties to the pan-European region’s flagship environmental democracy treaty 
will mark the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Aarhus Convention1 at the 
third Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, in Riga from 11 to 13 June 2008. It 
is anticipated that the Meeting will attract 400 participants from more than 40 
countries. Drawing on the experience of the first decade, the Meeting is expected 
to adopt the “Riga Declaration” and a long-term strategic plan which will chart the 
future path of the Convention in the coming years. 
 
Mr. Marek Belka, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE), will deliver a welcome address during the 
opening ceremony of the high-level segment of the Meeting on Friday, 13 June 
2008.  This high-level segment will feature three panel discussions during which 
Ministers, distinguished speakers from international organizations and leading 
representatives of civil society will exchange views in a lively debate on topics of 
key relevance to the Convention. 
 
The Meeting is also expected to consider findings of non-compliance with the 
Convention by several individual Parties.2 This will be undertaken on the basis of 
findings and recommendations of the Convention’s independent Compliance 
Committee made in the period of 2005 – 2008 and could result in measures 
addressing non-compliance being adopted by the Meeting of the Parties.   
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Mr. Jeremy Wates, Secretary to the Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 
(Aarhus Convention)  
or 
Mr. Michael Stanley-Jones, Environmental Affairs Officer,  
UNECE Environment, Housing and Land Management Division 
Palais des Nations 
CH – 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  
Tel: +41(0)22 917 23 84, 917 24 42  
E-mail: jeremy.wates@unece.org / michael.stanley-jones@unece.org 
 
 
                                                           
1 UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 
2 Albania, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Turkmenistan and Ukraine 


