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Part one
Current legal and administrative framework for the
implementation of the Protocol

In this part, please describe the legal, admatis® and other measures taken|in
your country to implement the provisions of the tBeol. This part should describe th
framework for your country’s implementation, and eaperience in the application of th
Protocol.

D

Article 3
General provisions

I.1.  Please provide the main legislative, regulatond other measures you have adopted
in your country to implement the Protocol (art.p&ra. 1) (more than one option may

apply):
(a) Law on SEA (please indicate number/year/name):
(b)  SEA provisions are transposed into anotherdalease specify):

1) Act No. 100/2001 Coll., Act on environmental &ectpassessment and amending
some related laws (the EIA Act)

2) Act No. 183/2006 Coll., Act on Zoning and thddsng code (the Building Act)
(c)  Regulation (please indicate number/year/name):

(d)  Administrative rule (please indicate numberfyigame):

(e)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

Article 4
Field of application concerning plans and programme

I.2.  List the types of plans and programmes thaiire SEA in your legislation:

The area of agriculture, forest management, gamgkee fishing, management of
surface waters or groundwater, energy productiowluistry, transport, waste management,
telecommunications, tourism, spatial planning, cewil development and the environment,
including nature conservation; plans and programriest need to be assessed, given their
potential environmental impact, based on a spe@gulation (NATURA 2000); and plans
and programmes co-financed from the funds of the@an Communities (8 10a para. 1,
letter a) of the EIA Act).

1.3.  Explain how you define whether a plan or pesgme “set the framework for future
development consent” (art. 4, para. 2):

The exact phrase "provide a framework for futureedepment consent of projects"
is not define (more in detail) in CZ law — the sdonead definition as SEA Protocol does is
used in CZ law — 8§ 10a, para. 1, letter b) of tha Bct.



I.4.  Explain how the terms “plans and programmewhich determine the use of small
areas at local level” (art. 4, para. 4) are intetgul in your legislation:

Interpretation in our legislation is as follows @a para. 1, letter b) of the EIA
Act):

Plans and programmes pursuant to subparagraph a@revlihe affected territory
consists of the areas formed by a territory of omhe municipality. Prospective need for
undergoing SEA assessment of the respective PMReirterritory of one municipality
is determined on the basis of the screening praeedthe newly drafted amendment to EIA
Act is designed word for word according to the tefkthe SEA Directive, ie. “P/P, which
provides the use of small areas at local level 'Is Iproposed that this option can be seen
as "smaller areas at the local level" covering theitory of one or several municipalities.

I.5.  Explain how you identify in your legislation “ainor modification” to a plan or
programme (art. 4, para. 4):

The phrase "minor modifications of plans and proggd is not defined in the EIA
Act. Basically, for every change in the P/P, theesaing procedure is conducted
regardless of whether the change is small or not.

Article 5
Screening

I.6. How do you determine which other plans andgmmmes should be subject to a
SEA as set out in article 4, paragraphs 3 and dcaordance with article 5, paragraph 1?
Please specify:

(a) On acase-by-case badk

(b) By specifying types of plans and programinds
(c) By using a combination of (a) and (b}

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

I.7. Do you provide opportunities for the publicncerned to participate in screening
and/or scoping of plans and programmes in yourslagon (art. 5, para. 3, and art. 6,
para. 3)?:

No []

Yes[X (please specify (more than one option may apply)):
(a) By sending written comments to the competetiiaity [X]
(o) By sending written comments to the local muypadity [ ]
(c) By providing answers to a questionndirg

(d) By taking part in a public hearirig]

(e) By sending written comments to the consult&H# experts or persons
preparing the plans and programrhels

) Other (please specify):

Your comments:In general the public has the above-standard oppuoty
to participate in all phases of the SEA procedure.phase of screening and scoping



procedure the public have the right to send theimments in all 20 days of the publication
of plan”s or programme’s notification.

Article 6
Scoping

1.8.  How do you determine what is the relevant iinfation to be included in the
environmental report, in accordance with articl@atagraph 2 (art. 6, para. 1)?:

By using annex 9 of the EIA Act and by using thmments from the concerned
authorities, from the public, and as determinedt® competent authority based on its own
expertise.

Article 7
Environmental report

1.9. How do you determine “reasonable alternativiashe context of the environmental
report (art. 7, para. 2)? Please specify:

(a)  On acase-by-case bak

(b)  As defined in the national legislation (pleapecify):
(c) By using a combination of (a) and (b)

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

The definition of "reasonable alternatives” is restablished in the Czech law.
According to 8§ 10d of the EIA Act the competenharity may place in its conclusion
of the screening and scoping procedure requiremedots assessing the conceivable
alternatives of P/P. In the cases of assessingrralteve(s) the submitted alternative
is always confronted with a zero alternative (“cent state” or “do nothing”) at least.

1.10. How do you ensure sufficient quality of tleports? Please specify:

(@) The competent authority checks the informatwovided and ensures it
includes all information required under annex IVaasiinimum before making it available
for comment$X]

(b) By using quality checklis{s |
(c)  There are no specific procedures or mechanisins
(d)  Other (please specify): By using qualified etpe

Your commentsin the past Ministry of the Environment of the Qe&epublic
(hereinafter also reffered to as MoE) has also jarep some methodologies how to handle
the evaluation of environmental impacts. The mesent methodologies were issued last
year - The Methodology of environmental impact ssseent of spatial development plans
for region (so called spatial development princg)le- already published and The
Methodology of environmental impact assessmenamd luse plans of municipalities —
hasn’t been issued yet.



Article 8
Public participation

I.11. How do you ensure the “timely public availapi of draft plans and programmes
and the environmental report (art. 8, para. 2)astlespecify (more than one option may

apply):
(a)  Through public noticeX]
(b)  Through electronic med[x]

(c)  Through other means (please specify): accortinthe currently valid law
also through the press, radio, etc.

Your comments:

All crucial documents of all SEA processes in tlzedd Republic (CZ), including
the transboundary plans or programmes, are alsdlalke in Information system of SEA
(http://portal.cenia.cz/eiasealview/seal00_koncepecethe case of transboundary process
the Czech Republic as affected Party usually phétisall the received documents. The
documents are published at each level of the SBéess.

1.12. How do you identify the public concerned (8t para. 3)? Please specify (more
than one option may apply):

(@) Based on the geographical location of the panasprogrammeix]

(b)  Based on the environmental effects (signifiegrextent, accumulation, etc.)
of the plans and programmg§

(c) By making the information available to all meend of the public and letting
them identify themselves as the public conceilnéd

(d) By other means (please specify):

Your commentsin generaleveryone may submit comments, no one is denied the
opportunity to submit their comments. All statersaimments received in all phases
of the SEA procedure are taken into account byctdmapetent authority. The competent
authority transmits the documents for publicatiam tbe official boards to municipalities
concerned based on the geographical location andisaged impacts of the plan
or programme.

I.13. How can the public concerned express its iopinon the draft plans and
programmes and the environmental report (art. B3.p8? Please specify (more than one
option may apply):

(a) By sending comments to the relevant authodtaf pointlX]
(b) By providing answers to a questionndirg

(c) Orally[]

(d) By taking part in a public hearirfg

(e)  Other (please specify):

Your commentsThe very used method peiblic hearing. It’s being conducted not
before 30 days after the submission of the draft &id the environmental report to the
Competent Authority and its publication on the aidfi board and on the internet.
In addition to that, there is another option forsuitting the comments — it is within 5 days
from the date of the public hearing of draft P/P1( para. 3, 4 and 5 of the EIA Act).



I.14. Do you have a definition in your legislatioh the term “within a reasonable time
frame” (art. 8, para. 4)? Please specify:

(a) No, the time frame is determined by the numbkedays fixed for each
commenting perio@x]

(b)  No, itis defined case by casé
(c)  Yes (please provide the definition):
(d)  Other (please specify):

Your commentsThere is no exact definition of “within a reasonatilme frame”
in the EIA Act. But it is always at least 30 daysdommenting before public hearing and
another 5 days after public hearing — as set o 0f, para. 4 of the EIA Act.

Article 9
Consultation with environmental and health authorities

1.15. How are the environmental and health autiearidentified (art. 9, para. 1):
(a)  On acase-by-case bagid:
(b)  As defined in the national legislatidp]
(c)  Other (please specify)

Your commentsPursuant to the general definition in § 3 letteroéthe EIA Act the
authorities with specific environmental responsiigis are the administrative authorities,
that protect the interests protected by speciableggulations and whose jurisdiction
at least partly corresponds to the affected tergitand (always) the Czech Environmental
Inspectorate.

Which specific authorities are concerned depeodshe size of the territory for
which the P/P is being processed. For examplettferP/P for the territory of one region
there are the following authorities: the regionadith authorities, district mining offices,
environmental departments of regional authoritiéise regional department of nature
conservation authorities, the management of prettdandscape areas within a given
region, the regional inspectorates of the Czechifenmental Inspectorate, etc.

I.16. How are the arrangements for informing anasciting the environmental and
health authorities determined (art. 9, para. 4):

(a)  On acase-by-case bagid:
(b)  As defined in the national legislatidp]
(c)  Other (please specify)

Your commentsThe arrangements for informing and consulting theimnmental
and health authorities are similar to the arrangersefor informing and consulting the
public. There are the same opportunities to exptiesis opinion.

1.17. How can the environmental and health autlesriexpress their opinion (art. 5,
para. 2, art. 6, para. 2, and art. 9, para. 3):

(a) By sending commenix]
(b) By providing answers to a questionndirg
(€)  Inameeting |



(d) By other means (please specify)

Your commentsThe arrangements for expressing opinions are thmeesas in the
case of public. In phase of screening and scopioggulure the authorities have the right
to send their comments in all 20 days of the pabibo of plan or programme notification.
Another method of involving authorities in the wehprocess is public hearing. It's being
done not before 30 days after the date of subnmmissidhe draft plan or programme and
the environmental report to the Competent Authoaity its publication on the official
board and on the internet. In addition to that, rinés another option for submitting the
comments — it is within 5 days from the date of public hearing of draft plan
or programme. Beyond the statutory time framesstdymitting the opinions another non-
compulsory public hearings, discussions, etc. mealdid - it always depends on the nature
of the plan or programme and on the attitude ofgtlmitter of the plan or programme.

Article 10
Transboundary consultations

1.18. As a Party of origin, when do you notify taffected Party (art. 10, para. 1)? Please
specify:

()  During scopingX]

(b)  When the draft plan or programme and the enwirental report have been
preparedX]

(c)  Atother times (please specify):

Your commentsThe common procedure is to inform the affected yPasien the
environmental report has been prepared, not exalydi significant effect on the territory
of a neighboring country (8§ 14a para. 1). But thare some cases, especially important
national plans or programmes on energy or transpaien the Ministry of Environment
notifies a neighboring country during scoping. Thile@ neighboring country may comment
on plan or programme at this stage of assessment.

1.19. As a Party of origin, what information do ymclude in the notification (art. 10,
para. 2)? Please specify:

(a)  The information required by article 10, parggra[X]

(b)  The information required by article 10, pargira2, plus additional
information (please specify):

Your commentstn general we send the information which the Protoequires. In
certain cases (see question nr. 1.18) we also sendtification in the phase of screening
and scoping.

1.20. As a Party of origin, does your legislatiodlicate a reasonable time frame for the transmissio
comments from the affected Party (art. 10, para P2¢ase specify:

(@ No[X

(b)  Yes (please indicate how long):

Your commentsin general MoE provides the same time frame asofar (CZ)
concerned authorities and publ{80 days after publication on the official noticeabd

of the affected regional authority/authorities). prarticular cases, CZ is compliant with
prolongation the time frame for submitting the caenis of the neighbouring country.



1.21. If the affected Party has indicated that islves to enter into consultations, how are
the detailed arrangements, including the time frdioreconsultations, agreed (art. 10,
paras. 3 and 4)? Please specify:

(a)  Following those of the Party of origiq]
(b)  Following those of the affected Palty
(c) Other (please specify):

Your comments: It depends on the individual case and according the
requirements of a particular country. In generaktMinistry of Environment sends the
invitation to the transboundary consultation to thBected Party and in this invitation
it offers the date and venue of the consultation.

Article 11
Decision

1.22. When a plan or programme is adopted, explaw your country ensures, in
accordance with article 11, paragraph 1, that dgewnt is taken of:

(a)  The conclusions of the environmental repo}t
(b)  Mitigation measurefs |
(c) Comments received in accordance with articles18[ ]

Your commentsThese requirements are set out in the § 10g oEtAeAct. It sets
out that the decision-making authority shall beigdll to take into consideration the
requirements and conditions arising from the solethl“SEA statement on the plan
or programme”. In this SEA statement all the reedivcomments are considered and
conclusions of the environmental report and milig@tmeasures contained. If the SEA
statement contains such (mitigation) requirememtd eonditions and the latter have not
been included in the plan or programme or have beeluded only partly, the approving
authority shall be obliged to state the reasonifeprocedure.

The approving authority shall be obliged to publighe approved plan
or programme, the reasons pursuant to previous geph and the measures to ensure
monitoring and analysis of the impact of the planpoogramme on the environment and
public health. It shall be obliged to inform thengpetent authority, affected administrative
authorities and affected local governments of phiblication within 7 business days.

1.23.  How and when do you inform your own publidauthorities (art. 11, para. 2)?:
Please see the answer nr. 1.22.

When the competent authority receives the apprgded or programme and
information about incorporation of the final statent’s requirements into the plan
or programme (within 7 business days after apprvdl publishes it on the internet
in Information system of SEA: http://portal.cen@aiasealview/seal00_koncepce. The
approving authority shall be also obliged to publig usually on its official website (8 10g
para. 5 of the EIA Act).

1.24. How do you inform the public and authoritefshe affected Party (art. 11, para. 2)?
Please specify:

(a) By informing the point of contafx]

(b) By informing the contact person of the ministgsponsible for SEA, who
then follows the national procedure and informghas own authorities and public]



(c) By informing all the authorities involved inglassessment and letting them
inform their own publid_]

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your commentsThe approving authority shall be obliged to infotihe public and
the authorities about approved plan or programmael about including the final SEA
statement’s requirements into the plan or programmehe case of transboundary SEA
procedure, the Ministry of Environment shall beigbtl to send the approved plan or
programme and this information to the affected d¢ounvithin 7 business days (§ 14a
para. 5).

Article 12
Monitoring

1.25. Describe the legal requirements for monitgrithe significant environmental,
including health, effects of the implementatiortieé plans and programmes adopted under
article 11 (art. 12, paras. 1 and 2):

It is set out in the 8 10h of the EIA Act: If thebsiitting party ascertains that
implementation of the plan or programme has an adjmted significant adverse impact on
the environment or public health, it shall be obligto provide for the adoption of
measures to prevent or mitigate such impact, infohe competent authority, and the
affected administrative authorities thereof andmuitaneously, make a decision on
a change to the plan or programme.

Within their competence pursuant to the speciaklleggulations, the affected
administrative authorities shall monitor the impadtthe approved plan or programme on
the environment and public health, and shall behatized to submit an instigation for
a change to the plan or programme if an unpredictighificant adverse impact pursuant
to paragraph 1 above cannot be prevented or miéidadtherwise in agreement with the
approving authority.

Part two
Practical application during the period 2013-2015

In this part, please report on your country’s ficat experiences in applying the
Protocol (and not your country’s procedures, whieére described in part one). The
focus of this section should be on identifying gomcctices as well as difficulties
encountered in applying the Protocol in practicke Goal is to enable Parties to shar
solutions. Please therefore provide appropriatenpkes highlighting application of the
Protocol in your country and innovative approadesprove its application.

1)

II.1.  Does your country object to the information BEA procedures provided in this
section being compiled and made available on thesite of the Protocol? Please specify
(indicate “yes” if you object):

(@  Yes[]
(b)  No[X

Your comments:



10

1. Consideration of health effects

1.2. Does your SEA documentation always includescsfic information on health
effects? Please specify:

@)
(b)

Yes[X]

No, only when potential health effects are tifesd [

2. Domestic and transboundary implementation in tk period 2013-2015

11.3. Does your SEA documentation always includecsic information on potential
transboundary environmental, including health, @fe Please specify:

@
(b)

Yes[ ]

No, only when potential transboundary effectsidentified]x]

3. Cases during the period 2013-2015

1.4.  Please provide the (approximate) numberafisboundary SEA procedures initiated
during the period 2013-2015 and list them, groupgdthe sectors listed in article 4,

paragraph 2:

Domestic SEA initiated proceduref06 (in total)

Country planning (Land use plans) — 317

Regional development — 37

Transport — 2

Tourism — 6

Water management — 8

Fisheries - 1

Energy - 1

Mining — 1

Waste management - 16

Other - air protection — 14
-nature protection - 2

- Transboundary SEA initiated procedur&4: (in total)
a) The Czech Republic is affected party — 25

Country planning/land use — 6
Regional development — 8
Water management - 7
Transport — 1

Energy - 3

b) The Czech Republic is party of origin — 6

Regional development — 3 (Operational Programmerads-border cooperation between the
Czech Republic and Poland, Update no. 1 of thei@fa¢velopment Policy of the Czech
Republic, the Development Principles of the SoutiaMian Region)

Energy — 1 (Updating of the State Energy Policy)

Transport — 1 (Transport Sector Strategy Il. Phase)



4.

Experience with the strategic impact assessmeptocedure
in 2013-2015

I.5.  Has your country experienced substantialiciffies in interpreting particular terms
(or particular articles) in the Protocol?:

(@ No[X
(b)  Yes[] (please indicate which ones):

I.L6. How does your country overcome the(se) proiftg, if any, for example by
working with other Parties to find solutions? Pke@asovide examples:

I.7.  With regard your country’s experience withnaestic procedures, in response to
each of the questions below, either provide onevorpractical examples or describe your
country’'s general experience. You might also ineledamples of lessons learned in order
to help others. Please detail:

(a) Has your country carried out monitoring accegdio article 12 and, if so, for
what kinds of plans or programmes (cite good pecactiases or good practice elements
(e.g., consultation or public participation), ifedkable)?:

This requirement is set out in 8§ 10g para. 5 ariDB para. 1 of the EIA Act, but the
application is from our point of view rather probhtatic. In most cases the competent
authority does not receive feedback on how thisitmang is carried out. Currently the
amendment to Act no. 100/2001 Coll. is being pregawhich places clear obligation to
inform the competent authority about how it tookoimccount the SEA and how the
monitoring of the effects of the implementatiorthef P/P on the environment was set up.
Last year, the ministry issued a methodical guidairc this case, which should help to
raise awareness of the submitters of the P/Ps.emegal the monitoring of the significant
environmental effects of the plan or programme Igbalthe part of the regular evaluation
of the implementation of the plan or programme.

(b)  Would your country like to present a case ¢oplbiblished on the website of
the Convention and its Protocol as a “case stuclysfaeet”?:

) NolX
(i)  Yes[] (please indicate which ones):

1.8. With regard your country’s experience witlrisboundary procedures, in response
to each of the questions below, either provide onévo practical examples or describe

your country’s general experience. You might alsdude examples of lessons learned in
order to help others. Please detail:

(&) What difficulties has your country experienced éfation to translation and
interpretation, and what solutions has your couapplied?:

We do not have any substantial difficulties witis fasues. The only drawback is the
need to translate the majority of the received doents and associated time and financial
demands.

(b)  What does your country usually translate as a Rertyigin?:

In the case of plans or programmes that are likelyhave potential significant
effects on neighbouring country, the submittethefplan or programme shall translate the
most relevant parts of the programme and of thérenmental report (a non-technical
summary, parts which deals with transboundary ingjadBut in some cases, we do not
translate any part of the documents, since the ratamy translation isn’t laid down by the
CZ law.

11



12

(c)  Has your country carried out transboundary guiérticipation according to
article 10, paragraph 4?:

() No[]

(i)  Yes[X (please indicate how)es, for example in the case of the Update nr.
1 of the Spatial Development Policy of the CzeguBkc, CZ agreed with the Austria on
the terms for submitting the comments (both byAtigtrian authorities and by the public).
Austria requested the same time frame as for theclCzublic, but based on the
arrangement with Austria the time frame for Austsias prolonged.

In the case of the Updating of the State Energyiciobral transboundary
consultations with Austria and Poland were heldbsaguently both countries sent us their
final comments, which also included the opinionstieé public. The transboundary
consultation with Slovakia and Germany were heldviitten form. Also in this case we
received their final comments containing the opindd the public.

In cases when the Czech Republic is a Party coedernwe send the information
pursuant the § 10 para. 1 of the SEA Protocol (eesipely § 14b para. 1 of the EIA Act) to
the concerned municipalities for publishing theificdtion of neighbouring country on the
official boards and there are 30 days for submgtiie opinions (of everybody) to this
notification. MoE collects these opinions and s#mm to the Party of origin and if there
are transboundary consultations (in oral or writtéorm) then we send the results of this
consultation or only the reaction of the neighbaogricountry to our comments to
municipalities for publication on the official bads. Then the public can again express
their opinion by written form. MoE collect this opns again and send them to the Party
of origin as a part of final statement of CZ.

(c) What has been your country’'s experience of thectffeness of public
participation?:

In general the inspiring comments come from envirental and health authorities.

(e) Does your country have examples of organizingnsboundary SEA
procedures for joint cross-border plans and progras?:

()  No[]

(i)  Yes X (please describe)Our country organized the transboundary SEA
procedure for Operational Programme of cross-bordeoperation between the Czech
Republic and Poland. The meeting of the Czech atidiPauthorities including the Espoo
contacts was held to agree on the details of tha @®cedure — time frame, translation of
the documents etc. The official Minutes of the Mgeatias drawn up and approved by both
sides. The Czech-Polish working group was also dednfor this purpose. The whole
programme and the whole environmental report wasglated into the Polish language.
There were two official public hearings, one in tbeech Republic and one in the Poland
(both of them were held near to the state bordecjuding the presence of interpreter and
drafting of the Minutes of the public hearing. Afthis hearings the Czech Republic
received final statement of the Poland. The fifeAStatement also included the relevant
comments of the Poland.



5.

Experience regarding guidance in 2013-2015
1.9. Are you aware of any use in your country e bnlineResource Manual to Support
Application of the Protocol on Strategic Environrtetm\ssessmerfECE/MP.EIA/17)%:

(@ No:[

(b)  Part of it (Please specify):

(c) Yes[X (please describe your experiencé¥ aclear and briefinformation
resource for MoE for application of the SEA procedin line with the Protocol/Directive.

Your comments on how the Guidance might be imprareslipplemented: -

Awareness of the protocol

11.10. Does your country see a need to improvedpplication of the Protocol in your
country?:

(@ NoX

(b)  Yes[] Please describe how your country intends to imgrapplication of
the Protocol:

Suggested improvements to the report

1.11. Please provide suggestions for how this repay be improved:

We do not have any suggestions.

1 Available from http://www.unece.org/env/eia/pulesismanual.html.
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