










Draft decision VIl/2 (ECE/MP .EIA/201 7 /8) 

Review of compliance with the Convention 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, 

I. General part

5. Considers, following the opinions of the Committee, that:

(a) The opportunity provided by the Party of origin to a Party that considers that it
would be affected by a significant trans boundary environmental impact of a proposed
activity listed in appendix I to the Convention, for which no notification has taken
place in accordance with article 3, paragraph 1, demonstrates the agreement of the
two Parties that a likely significant environmental impact on the territory of the
potentially affected Party cannot be excluded according to article 3, paragraph 7, of
the Convention;

(b) The mere notification of possibly affected Parties, regardless of their number,
does not impose an excessive burden on Parties of origin;

(c) For certain activities, in particular nuclear energy-related activities, while the
chance of a major accident, accident beyond design basis or disaster occurring is very
low, the likelihood of a significant adverse transboundary impact of such an accident
can be very high; therefore, on the basis of the principle of prevention, when
considering the affected Parties for the purpose of notification, the Party of origin
should be exceptionally prospective and inclusive, in order to ensure that all Parties
potentially affected by an accident, however uncertain, are notified. The Party of
origin should make such consideration using the most careful approach on the basis
of available scientific evidence, which indicates the maximum extent of a significant
adverse transboundary impact from a nuclear energy-related activity, taking into
account the worst-case scenario;

( d) Procedural and substantive aspects of environmental impact assessment
procedures cannot necessarily be treated separately when assessing compliance, in
particular if the essence of the compliance case in question pertains to substantive
aspects;

(e) It is not within the capacity or mandate of the Implementation Committee to
examine the environmental and scientific issues 

1
, raised in connection with nuclear 

energy-related activities, taking into account their complexity and cross-disciplinary 
character; 

6. Reiterates that:

(a) The procedure in article 3, paragraph 7, does not substitute for the obligations of a
Party of origin deriving from the Convention to notify possibly affected Parties, or to
fulfil any other step of the trans boundary environmental impact assessment procedure
in compliance with the Convention in case transboundary environmental impacts
cannot be excluded;

1 ECE/MP.EIA/IC/20 I 7/2, para. 9; ECE/MP.EIA/IC/2016/6, para. 26 








