
Chair's Summary of the 
seventh informal meeting between representatives of the governing bodies of the UNECE 

Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the Committee of Environmental Policy 

held on 26 October 2015 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva 

The seventh informal meeting between representatives of the governing bodies of the UNECE 
multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and the Committee of Environmental Policy (CEP) 
was chaired by Mr. Massimo Cozzone, Chair of the Meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention. 
For the first time, NGO representatives participated as observers. 

The key objectives of this meeting were to: (a) Review the informal guidance “Towards enhanced 
cooperation of UNECE MEAs”; (b) continue discussion on financing of MEAs; (c) further exchange 
ideas on the involvement of MEAs in the next Environment for Europe (EfE) Ministerial Conference; 
(d) exchange information on the opening of MEAs to countries beyond the UNECE region; and (e) 
prepare for the presentation on MEAs at the 21st session of the CEP. 
 
1. Opening 
The Chair opened the meeting. Sergiusz Ludwiczak, Acting Director of the UNECE Environment 
Division, welcomed the participants (see annex for the list of participants). He informed that the 
secretariat has started internal discussions on how to align the various work programmes to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. UNECE was also exploring how overall it could best support 
member States in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He stressed the potential for 
cooperation among MEAs and the need for awareness-raising among political decision-makers on the 
benefits of MEAs when implementing SDGs. 
 
2. a) Review of informal guidance “Towards enhanced cooperation of UNECE MEAs” 
The representatives discussed common approaches to the use of MEAs in support of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. They noted that MEAs are unique tools that can help countries achieve 
the SDGs, in particular by addressing cross-cutting issues. It was agreed to update the informal 
guidance document in the light of the changes in MEAs and the global context as follows: 

- Add a section on the opening of the MEAs beyond the UNECE region 
- Update text with references to the 2030 Agenda and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2015–2030 in the introduction and in a new specific section 
- Reinforce the section on resources by including information on MEA financing 
- Add an annex on synergistic activities, updated for each meeting and available on the web. 

The secretariat was requested to prepare a skeleton update of whole document and circulate to MEA 
Bureaux (through the chairs) with inputs due by the end of January 2016.  

The representatives were also informed that the secretariat is preparing, as an internal exercise, a 
mapping of UNECE MEAs and other processes and activities that might contribute to the achievement 
of SDGs, as well as identifying partners. It was agreed that this document would be finalized internally 
by UNECE and then shared electronically with the MEA Bureaux to gather their views. The revised 
version could serve as an information document for the EfE Batumi Conference in June 2016, 
specifically for the possible agenda item dedicated to MEAs, Regional Environmental Centres (RECs) 
and Environmental Performance Reviews (EPRs). 
 
2. b) Financing of MEAs  
Mr. Ludwiczak reported that comments by MEA Chairs on the document “Secretariats to ECE 
multilateral environmental agreements — the way forward” had been taken into account and the 
revised document had been submitted to the UNECE Executive Committee. At its June 2015 session, 
the Committee discussed raising awareness of the importance of sustainable and predictable funding 



of MEAs. In addition, the discussion within the secretariat on defining MEA workplan core and non-
core activities had yet to be concluded. Results of the internal discussion, including next steps, will be 
shared with the MEA Bureaux (through chairs) for comments and review by mid-January 2016. The 
core/non-core concept could then be either the subject of a dedicated half-day workshop for the 
representatives, or presented by the secretariat at the individual MEA Bureau meetings. 
 
3. MEA contribution to the “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference in Batumi  
The Chair of CEP informed the meeting about the 8th EfE Ministerial Conference scheduled to take 
place in Batumi, Georgia from 6 to 8 June 2016. One agenda item might be dedicated to MEAs, RECs 
and EPRs. The representatives tentatively agreed to showcase success examples but focus also on 
challenges and gaps that could hamper accession or implementation of MEAs at the national level, or 
prevent MEAs offering maximum support to the achievement of SDGs.  

A small group of representatives volunteered to work on a concept for the agenda item from the MEA 
perspective and then to seek the agreement of the other representatives. The group will include Maria 
Galambos (Water), Jasmina Karba (Industrial Accidents) and Tina Skårman (Pollutants Release and 
Transfer Registers). The concept will be circulated by 22 February 2016. 

As agreed under item 2.a), the secretariat will share an SDG mapping with MEA Bureaux (through the 
chairs) in the next 1–2 months, inviting inputs, and foresee it as an information paper to the EfE 
Conference. Also, as background, practical examples of how these tools support implementation of 
SDGs at the national level, and at the regional or international levels, could be provided to the EfE 
Conference.  
 
4. Tour de table to update on MEA opening beyond UNECE region 
The Water Convention informed the meeting that the amendment for global accession entered into 
force in 2013 but was not immediately operational, as all countries that were parties at the moment of 
adoption of the amendment needed to ratify the amendment. The last country needed had just ratified. 
Once the ratification would be deposited with the United Nations Headquarters there would be no 
obstacle or precondition to any United Nations Member State joining the Convention. 

The Industrial Accidents Convention informed that it was presently discussing an amendment that 
might include opening for global accession. The political will was there and the substance of the 
convention calls for the global opening. 
 
5. Preparation for MEAs presentation at CEP 
Participants prepared for the MEA presentation to the 21st session of CEP, beginning the following 
day, in particular on the role of MEAs in the post-2015 development agenda and how MEAs could 
facilitate the achievement of the SDGs.  
 
6. Election of new Chair 
The Chair informed the meeting that he would cease his function as Chair of the Water Convention in 
November 2015. Anna Engleryd, Chair of the Air Convention, was elected as the new Chair of the 
informal meetings. 
 
7. Next meeting 
The next meeting will take place on 6 December 2016, back-to-back with the 22nd session of CEP. The 
Chair will agree with the secretariat if there is a need for an additional small meeting before that in 
order to prepare for the Batumi Conference and to exchange further information on MEA financing. 
This date will be communicated in due course. 
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Annex: List of participants 
 

 
Informal Meeting of the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the 5 MEA's and their protocols 

 
Geneva, 26 October 2015 

 
 
 

Chair 
 
Mr. Massimo COZZONE Senior Officer 
Chair of the meeting of the representatives of the Directorate for Sustainable Development,  
governing bodies of the ECE, MEAs and CEP Environmental Damage, European Union and 

International Affairs 
Chairperson of the Convention on the Protection  Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea 
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses  
and International Lakes 44, Via Cristoforo Colombo 
 IT-00147 Rome 
 Italy 
 

Phone : +39 06 572 281 41 
Fax : +39 06 572 281 80 
Email : cozzone.massimo@minambiente.it 

 
 

Committee on Environmental Policy 
 
Ms. Elisabete QUINTAS DA SILVA Advisor 
Chairperson of the Committee on Office for International Relations 
Environmental Policy Ministry of Environment, Land Use Planning 
  and Regional Development 

 
Rua O Século, 51, 4 
PT-1200-433 Lisbon  
Portugal 
 
Phone : +351 21 323 16 88 
Fax : +351 21 323 16 91 
Email : elisabete.quintas@adcoesao.pt, 

elisabete.quintas@gmail.com 
 
 
Ms. Martine ROHN-BROSSARD Deputy Head of Division 
Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on  Head of Section  
Environmental Policy Federal Office for the Environment FOEN 
  International Affairs Division  
  Europe, Trade and Development Section 
 

Papiermühlestrasse 172 
3063 Ittigen 

  Postal address: FOEN, CH-3003 Berne 
  Switzerland 
 

 Phone : +41 58 462 92 41 
 Fax :+41 58 463 03 49 

  Email : martine.rohn@bafu.admin.ch 
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Representatives of the governing bodies of the UNECE MEAs and their protocols 
 
Ms. Maia BITADZE Deputy Minister 
Chairperson of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources 
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making  Protection of Georgia  
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters  
(Aarhus Convention) 
 6 Gulua Street 
 GE-0114 Tbilisi 
 Georgia 
 
 Phone : +995 32 272 7204 
  Cell : +995 595 000 770 
 Email : m.bitadze@moe.gov.ge, bitadze.maia@gmail.com 
 
 
Ms. Anna ENGLERYD Senior Policy Advisor 
Chairperson of the Executive Body Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 
to the Convention on Long-range Transboundary 
Air Pollution Valhallavägen 195 

SE-10648 Stockholm 
Sweden 
 
Phone : +46 10 698 10 80 
Email : anna.engleryd@swedishepa.se  
 anna.engleryd@naturvardsverket.se 

 
 
Ms. Maria GALAMBOS Chief Adviser 
Vice-Chairperson of the Convention on the Protection Ministry of Agriculture 
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and  
International Lakes Kossuth ter 11 

HU-1055 Budapest 
Hungary 

 
Phone : +36 1 7953 662 
Email : maria.galambos.molnarne@fm.gov.hu 

 
 
Ms. Jasmina KARBA Secretary 
Chairperson of the Convention on the  Slovenian Environment Agency 
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
  

Dunajska Cesta 48 
SI-1000 Ljubljana 
Slovenia 

 
Phone : +386 1 478 4523 
Fax : +386 147 87420 
Email : jasmina.karba@gov.si 

 
 

Ms. Migle MASAITYTE Head of Environmental Impact Assessment Division 
Vice-Chairperson of the Bureau of the Pollution Prevention Department 
Convention on Environmental Impact Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania 
Assessment in a Transboundary context  
and Chairperson of the EIA and SEA Working Group A. Jakšto g. 4/9 
 LT-01105 Vilnius 

Lithuania 
 
Phone : + 370 5 2663654 
Fax : + 370 5 2663663 
Email : m.masaityte@am.lt 
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Ms. Tina SKÅRMAN Senior Adviser 
Chairperson of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute 
on Pollutants Release and Transfer Registers Aschebergsgaten 44 
(Protocol on PRTRs) SE-411 33 Göteborg 
 Sweden 
 
 Phone : +46 31 725 62 20 (direct) 
  Fax : +46 31 725 62 90 
 Email : tina.skarman@ivl.se 
 
 
Mr. Pierre STUDER Senior Drinking Water Regulator  
Chairperson of the Protocol on Water and Health  Division Water and Health 
 Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO 

 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155 
CH-3003 Bern 
Switzerland 
 
Phone : +41 5846 31 05 
Email : pierre.studer@blv.admin.ch 

 
 
Mr. Peter KOVACS Head of Department 
 Department of River Basin Management 
 Ministry of Interior 
  
 Jozsef Attila ut 2-4 
 HU-1051 Budapest 
 Hungary 
 
 Phone : +36 1441 1376 
 Email : peter.kovacs@bm.gov.hu 
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Observers 
 
Ms. Mara SILINA Co-Chair  
Co-Chair European ECO Forum European ECO Forum 
   
  Ooievaarslaan N°11 
  B-9840 De Pinte 
  Belgium 
 

 Phone : +32 47 250 5031 
 Email : mara.silina@eco-forum.org 

 
 
Mr. Jeremy WATES Secretary General 
Representative European ECO Forum European Environmental Bureau 
   
  Blvd. de Waterloo 34 
  BE-1000 Brussels 
  Belgium 
 

 Phone : +32 2 289 1090 
 Email : jeremy.wates@eeb.org 
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UNECE Secretariat – Environment Division 
 
Mr. Sergiusz LUDWICZAK Palais des Nations 
Acting Director 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
  CH-1211 Geneva 10 

 
Phone : +41 22 917 3174 
Email : sergiusz.ludwiczak@unece.org 

 
 

Mr. Zaal LOMTADZE Palais des Nations 
Chief, Environment for Europe and 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Sustainable Development Section CH-1211 Geneva 10   

 
Phone : +41 22 917 2388 
Email : zaal.lomtadze@unece.org 

 
 

Mr. Nicholas BONVOISIN Palais des Nations 
Acting Chief, Transboundary Cooperation Section 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
 CH-1211 Geneva 10  

 
Phone : +41 22 917 1193 
Email : nicholas.bonvoisin@unece.org 

 
 

Ms. Albena KARADJOVA Palais des Nations 
Secretary 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Convention on Long-range CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Transboundary Air Pollution  
 Phone : +41 22 917 2345 

Email : albena.karadjova@unece.org 
 
 

Ms. Francesca BERNARDINI Palais des Nations 
Secretary 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Convention on the Protection and Use of CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes  
 Phone : +41 22 917 1032 

Email : francesca.bernardini@unece.org 
 
 

Ms. Franziska ILG-HIRSCH Palais des Nations 
Secretary 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Convention on the Transboundary Effects CH-1211 Geneva 10 
of Industrial Accidents  
 Phone : +41 22 917 2480 

E-mail : franziska.ilg@unece.org 
  

 
Ms. Ella BEHLYAROVA Palais des Nations 
Secretary 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Convention on Access to Information, CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Public Participation in Decision-making and 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters Phone : +41 22 917 2376 
and the Protocol on Pollutant Email : ella.behlyarova@unece.org 
Release and Transfer Registers 

 
 

Ms. Tea AULAVUO Palais des Nations 
Secretary 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment CH-1211 Geneva 10 
in a Transboundary context  
 Phone : + 41 22 917 1723 

Email : tea.aulavuo@unece.org 
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Ms. Sonja KOEPPEL Palais des Nations 
Convention on the Protection and Use of 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes CH-1211 Geneva 10 
  
 Phone : +41 22 917 1218 

Email : sonja.koeppel@unece.org 
 
 

Ms. Angela SOCHIRCA Palais des Nations 
Environment for Europe and 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Sustainable Development Section CH - 1211 Geneva 10  
 

Phone : + 41 22 917 2064 
Email : angela.sochirca@unece.org 

 
 

Ms. Maike CHRISTIANSEN Palais des Nations 
Convention on Access to Information, 8-14, Avenue de la Paix  
Public Participation in Decision-making and  CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters  
and the Protocol on Pollutant Phone : + 41 22 917 6073 
Release and Transfer Registers  Email : maike.christiansen@unece.org 
 
 
Mr. Alisher MAMADZHANOV Palais des Nations 
Convention on Long-range 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Transboundary Air Pollution CH - 1211 Geneva 10  
 

Phone : + 41 22 917 2442 
Email : alisher.mamadzhanov@unece.org 

 
 
 
Mr. Kristof DOUÇOT Palais des Nations 
Convention on Access to Information, 8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
Public Participation in Decision-making and CH - 1211 Geneva 10  
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 
and the Protocol on Pollutant  
Release and Transfer Registers 
 Phone: + 41 22 917 1390  
 Email : kristof.doucot@unece.org 
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