
 Informal Document No 17 
 (50' Session of GRRF, Sept. 2001 
 Agenda Item 6.2) 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 ENTERPRISE DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 
 

Single market, implementation and legislation for 
consumer goods Automotive industry 

 
 
 

For Information 
 
 
 
Attached is an extract from Directive 2001/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 27 June 2001 amending Council Directive 92/93/EEC relating to tyres for motor 
vehicles and their trailers and to their fitting. 
 
This Directive primarily concerns provisions for the limiting and testing of tyre noise 
and for the phased reduction of the permitted noise levels. However, these values are 
conditional upon a report, which is to be prepared, looking at whether the noise 
reductions can be achieved without compromising safety. To this end, the work being 
carried out on tyre grip within GRRF will be of great assistance. A timetable is proposed 
for further amendments to the directive. 
 
The full text for this Directive 2001/43 /EC can be found in the Official Journal of the 
European Commission No. L211 of 4`h August 2001, or at the following address: 
 
http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/dat/2001/1_211/1_21120010804en00250046.pdf 
 

Rue de la Loi 200, B-1049 Bruxelles / Wetstraat 200, B-1049 
Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2)299 11 11. Office: AN88, 
02/47. Telephone: direct line (32-2)2957680. Fax: (32-2)2969637. 
 
E-mail: 



EN Official Journal of the European Communities4.8.2001 L 211/25

DIRECTIVE 2001/43/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 27 June 2001

amending Council Directive 92/23/EEC relating to tyres for motor vehicles and their trailers and to
their fitting

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 95 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (2),

Acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article
251 of the Treaty (3), in the light of the joint text approved by
the Conciliation Committee on 21 March 2001,

Whereas:

(1) Measures should be adopted for the purpose of ensuring
the smooth functioning of the internal market.

(2) Council Directive 92/23/EEC of 31 March 1992 relating
to tyres for motor vehicles and their trailers, and to their
fitting (4) is one of the separate directives under the
Community approval procedure introduced by Council
Directive 70/156/EEC of 6 February 1970 on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating
to the type approval of motor vehicles and their
trailers (5); the provisions of Directive 70/156/EEC
concerning systems, components and separate technical
units for motor vehicles will thus apply to this Directive.

(3) For the purposes of implementing in particular Article
3(4), and Article 4(3) of Directive 70/156/EEC, each
separate Directive should contain, in an Annex thereto,
an information document and an approval document
drawn up in accordance with Annex VI to Directive
70/156/EEC for the purpose of computerising approval;
the approval document set out in Directive 92/23/EEC
must therefore be amended.

(4) Article 4(2) of Council Directive 92/97/EEC of 10
November 1992 amending Directive 70/157/EEC
relating to the permissible noise level and exhaust
system of motor vehicles (6), states that any subsequent
action intended, in particular, to reconcile the safety
requirements with the need to limit the noise arising
from contact between tyres and road surfaces will be

adopted on the basis of a proposal from the Commis-
sion which will take account of the studies and research
to be conducted in connection with that source of noise.

(5) A realistic, reproducible method enabling the noise
arising from contact between tyres and road surfaces to
be measured has been developed; on the basis of that
new method of measurement, a study has been carried
out in order to produce a numerical value for the sound
level representing the tyre-road noise generated by
various types of tyres fitted to various types of motor
vehicle.

(6) It is to be acknowledged, when setting tyre-rolling noise
requirements, that tyres are designed taking into account
parameters relating to safety and environment and that a
constraint on one parameter can affect the other para-
meters; it should also be acknowledged, when setting
tyre-rolling noise requirements, that there is an ongoing
development of international standards relating to road
surface undertaken by the International Organisation for
Standardisation (ISO) and to endurance and safety
requirements relating to tyres undertaken by the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

(7) Directive 92/23/EEC should be amended accordingly.

(8) The measures necessary for the implementation of this
Directive should be adopted in accordance with Council
Decision 1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying down
the procedures for the exercise of implementing powers
conferred on the Commission (7),

HAVE ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

Directive 92/23/EEC shall be amended as follows:

1. ‘EEC component type-approval’, ‘EEC type-approval’ and
‘EEC approval’ shall be replaced in every instance by the
term ‘EC type-approval’;

2. in Article 1, the first indent, shall read as follows:

‘— “tyre” means any new pneumatic tyre including a winter
tyre with holes for studs, in the form of original equip-
ment or of a replacement, intended to be fitted to
vehicles to which Directive 70/156/EEC applies. This
definition does not cover winter tyres with studs;’

(1) OJ C 30, 28.1.1998, p. 8.
(2) OJ C 235, 27.7.1998, p. 24.
(3) Opinion of the European Parliament of 18 February 1998 (OJ C

80, 16.3.1998, p. 90), Council Common Position of 13 April 2000
(OJ C 195, 11.7.2000, p. 16) and Decision of the European Parlia-
ment of 7 September 2000 (OJ C 135, 7.5.2001, p. 254). Decision
of the European Parliament of 31 May 2001 and Decision of the
Council of 5 June 2001.

(4) OJ L 129, 24.5.1992, p. 95. Directive as amended by the 1994 Act
of Accession.

(5) OJ L 42, 23.2.1970, p. 1. Directive as last amended by Directive
2000/40/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L
203, 10.8.2000, p. 9).

(6) OJ L 371, 19.12.1992, p. 1. (7) OJ L 184, 17.7.1999, p. 23.
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3. the following Article shall be inserted:

‘Article 1a

1. The requirements set out in Annex V shall apply to
tyres intended to be fitted to vehicles first used on or after 1
October 1980.

2. The requirements set out in Annex V shall not apply
to:

(a) tyres whose speed rating is less than 80 km/h;

(b) tyres whose nominal rim diameter does not exceed
254 mm (or code 10) or is 635 mm or more (code
25);

(c) T type temporary use spare tyres as defined in 2.3.6 of
Annex II;

(d) tyres designed only to be fitted to vehicles registered for
the first time before 1 October 1980.’;

4. Article 2 shall be replaced by the following:

‘Article 2

1. Member States shall grant EC type-approval, under the
conditions laid down in Annex I, to all types of tyres
meeting the requirements of Annex II, and shall allocate to
these an approval number as specified in Annex I.

2. Member States shall grant EC type-approval, under the
conditions laid down in Annex I, to all types of tyres
meeting the requirements of Annex V and shall allocate to
these an approval number as specified in Annex I.

3. Member States shall grant EC type-approval to all
vehicles in respect of their tyres under the conditions laid
down in Annex III, where those tyres (including spare tyres,
where appropriate) meet the requirements of Annex II and
the requirements concerning vehicles laid down in Annex
IV, and shall allocate to any such vehicle an approval
number as specified in Annex III’.

5. the List of Annexes and the Annexes shall be amended in
accordance with the Annex to this Directive;

6. the following Article shall be inserted:

‘Article 10a

1. As from 4 February 2003, Member States may not:

(a) refuse to grant EC type-approval or national approval
for a type of vehicle or type of tyre, or

(b) prohibit the registration, sale or entry into service of
vehicles, and the sale or entry into service or use of
tyres,

for reasons relating to the tyres and their fitting to new
vehicles, if the vehicles or tyres comply with the require-
ments laid down in this Directive, as amended by Directive
2001/43/EC (*).

2. As from 4 August 2003, Member States may no
longer grant EC type-approval, and shall refuse to grant
national type-approval for those types of tyre which fall
within the scope of this Directive and which do not meet
the requirements of this Directive, as amended by Directive
2001/43/EC.

3. As from 4 February 2004, Member States may no
longer grant EC type-approval or national approval for a
type of vehicle, for reasons relating to its tyres or their
fitting, if the requirements of this Directive, as amended by
Directive 2001/43/EC, are not met.

4. As from 4 February 2005, Member States shall:

(a) consider certificates of conformity accompanying new
vehicles in accordance with the provisions of Directive
70/156/EEC as being no longer valid for the purposes of
Article 7(1) of the said Directive, if the requirements of
this Directive, as amended by Directive 2001/43/EC, are
not met, and

(b) refuse the registration or prohibit the sale or entry into
service of new vehicles which do not meet the require-
ments of this Directive, as amended by Directive 2001/
43/EC.

5. As from 1 October 2009, the provisions of this
Directive, as amended by Directive 2001/43/EC, shall apply
for the purposes of Article 7(2) of Directive 70/156/EC, to
all tyres which fall within the scope of this Directive, with
the exception of tyres of classes C1d and C1e, to which they
shall apply as from 1 October 2010 and 1 October 2011
respectively.

(*) Directive 2001/43/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 17 June 2001 amending Council
Directive 92/23/EEC relating to tyres for motor
vehicles and their trailers and to their fitting (OJ L
211, 4.8.2001, p. 25).’

Article 2

1. Member States shall bring into force the laws, regula-
tions and administrative provisions necessary in order to
comply with this Directive before 4 August 2002. They shall
forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

They shall apply these provisions from 4 February 2003 at
the latest.

2. When Member States adopt the measures referred to in
paragraph 1, they shall contain a reference to this Directive
or shall be accompanied by such a reference on the occa-
sion of their official publication. The methods of making
such a reference shall be laid down by the Member States.

3. Member States shall communicate to the Commission
the text of the main provisions of national law which they
adopt in the field covered by this Directive.
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Article 3

1. By 4 August 2003 at the latest, an amendment to
Directive 92/23/EEC shall be adopted in accordance with the
procedure referred to in Article 4(2) in order to introduce
grip tests for tyres.

2. In the light of the experience gained from the intro-
duction of limit values for tyre noise, the Commission shall,
within 36 months after the entry into force of this Directive,
submit to the European Parliament and the Council a report
concerning whether and to what extent technical progress
would, without compromising safety, allow the introduction
of the limit values indicated in Annex V, section 4.2.1.,
columns B and C, of Directive 92/23/EEC, as amended by
this Directive. On the basis of this report, the Commission
shall within 12 months propose an amendment of Directive
92/23/EEC, with a view to introducing provisions relating to
safety, environmental and rolling resistance aspects.

Article 4

1. The Commission shall be assisted by the Committee
for Adaptation to Technical Progress set up by Article 13 of
Directive 70/156/EEC, hereinafter referred to as ‘the Commit-
tee’.

2. Where reference is made to this paragraph Articles 5
and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard
to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.

The period laid down in Article 5(6) of Decision 1999/
468/EC shall be set at three months.

3. The Committee shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Article 5

This Directive shall enter into force on the day of its publi-
cation in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Article 6

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Luxembourg, 27 June 2001.

For the European Parliament

The President

N. FONTAINE

For the Council

The President

B. ROSENGREN
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‘ANNEX V

TYRE/ROAD NOISE EMISSION

1. SCOPE

This annex applies to the EC type-approval of tyres, as components, in respect of tyre/road noise emissions.

2. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Annex, the definitions of Annex II shall apply, except for the definition under section
2.1., which shall read as follows:

2.1. “Type of tyre”

means, in relation to type-approval pursuant to this Annex (tyre/road noise emission), a range of tyres
consisting of a list of tyre size designations (see section 2.17 in Annex II), brand names, trade marks and trade
descriptions which do not differ in such essential characteristics as:
— the manufacturer's name
— the tyre classification (see section 2.4. of this Annex)
— the tyre structure (see section 2.1.4. of Annex II)
— the category of use (see section 2.1.3. of Annex II)
— for class C1 tyres. Reinforced or Extra Load
— the tread pattern (see 2.3 of Information Document, Annex I, Appendix 3).

Note: The effect of changes in minor details of tyre tread and construction on the tyre/road noise emission will be determined
during checks on the conformity of production.

In addition, the following definitions shall also apply:

2.2. “Brand name or trade description”

means the identification for the tyre as provided by the tyre manufacturer. The brand name may be the same
as the manufacturer and the trade description may coincide with the trade mark.

2.3. “Tyre/road noise emission”

means the noise arising from the contact between tyres in motion and the road surface.

2.4. For the purpose of this Annex, the following classification shall apply:

class C1 tyres passenger car tyres (see section 2.32. of Annex II);

class C2 tyres commercial vehicle tyres (see section 2.33. of Annex II) with load capacity
index in single formation ≤ 121 and speed category symbol ≥ “ N” (see
section 2.29.3. of Annex II);

class C3 tyres commercial vehicle tyres (see section 2.33. of Annex II) with load capacity
index in single formation ≤ 121 and speed category symbol ≤ “M” (see
section 2.29.3. of Annex II) or commercial vehicle tyres (see section 2.33. of
Annex II) with load capacity index in single formation ≥ 122.

3. MARKING REQUIREMENTS

3.1. In addition to other marking requirements given in section 4 of Annex I and section 3 of Annex II, the tyre
must bear the following markings:

3.1.1. the manufacturer's name or trade mark; the brand name, the trade description or the trade mark.

4. TYRE/ROAD NOISE EMISSION REQUIREMENTS

4.1. General requirements

A set of four tyres bearing the same tyre size designation and tread pattern that is representative of the range
of tyres, shall be submitted to a tyre/road noise emission level test to be carried out as specified in Appendix
1.

4.2. The noise levels determined in accordance with section 4.5 of Appendix 1 shall not exceed the following
limits:

4.2.1. Class C1 tyres, with reference to the nominal section width (see Annex II, section 2.17.1.1.) of the tyre that
has been tested:
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Limit values in dB(A)

Tyre Class Nominal section width
(mm) A B (1) C (1) (2)

Category of use Limit value expressed in
dB(A)

Category of use Limit value expressed in
dB(A)

C1a ≤ 145 72 (*) 71 (*) 70

C1b > 145 ≤ 165 73 (*) 72 (*) 71

C1c > 165 ≤ 185 74 (*) 73 (*) 72

C1d > 185 ≤ 215 75 (**) 74 (**) 74

C1e > 215 76 (***) 75 (***) 75

(*) Limit values in column A shall apply until 30 June 2007;
Limit values in column B shall apply as from 1 July 2007.

(**) Limit values in column A shall apply until 30 June 2008;
Limit values in column B shall apply as from 1 July 2008.

(***) Limit values in column A shall apply until 30 June 2009;
Limit values in column B shall apply as from 1 July 2009.

(1) Indicative figures only. Definitive figures will depend on amendment of the Directive following the report required in Article 3(2) of
Directive 2001/43/EC.

(2) Limit values for column C will result from the amendment of the Directive following the report required in Article 3(2) of Directive
2001/43/EC.

4.2.1.1. For reinforced (or Extra Load) tyres (see Annex II, section 3.1.8.), the limit values in section 4.2.1. shall be
increased by 1 dB(A)

4.2.1.2. For tyres classified in category of use “Special”, (see Annex II, section 2.1.3.), the limit values in section 4.2.1.
shall be increased by 2 dB(A).

4.2.2. Class C2 tyres with reference to the category of use (see Annex II, section 2.1.3.) of the range of tyres:

Normal 75

Snow 77

Special 78

4.2.3. Class C3 tyres, with reference to the category of use (see Annex II, section 2.1.3.) of the range of tyres:

Normal 76

Snow 78

Special 79

Appendix 1

TEST METHOD FOR TYRE-ROAD SOUND LEVELS COAST-BY METHOD

0. Introduction

The presented method contains specifications on measuring instruments, measurement conditions and the
measurement method, in order to obtain the noise level of a set of tyres mounted on a test vehicle rolling at
high speed on a specified road surface. The maximum sound pressure level is to be recorded, when the test
vehicle is coasting, by remote-field microphones; the final result of a reference speed is obtained from a linear
regression analysis. Such test results cannot be related to tyre noise measured during acceleration under power
or deceleration during braking.


