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APEC ECONOM ES SEEK WP. 29 ASSI STANCE
Backgr ound

Over the last seven years APEC has been exam ning ways to reduce barriers to
trade in the autonotive sector through harnonisation of technical regul ations.
Agreement was reached at an early stage of this process to recogni se UN ECE
World Forum (WP. 29) as the forumresponsible for the devel opnent of

i nternational technical regul ations.

Work conducted over the period has included a survey of existing regulations
i n APEC econoni es, anal ysis of those regul ations, exam nation of
certifications arrangenents and, nore recently, devel opnent of action plans
for several APEC econonies for harnonised regulatory systens and efficient
certification arrangenents.

The twenty-one econonies that nmake up the APEC forum are in varying stages of
econoni ¢ devel opnent including the | evel of regulatory requirenments inposed
within their jurisdictions. Currently the devel oped econoni es in APEC use
systens that are different both in ternms of certification systens and

regul atory requirenments. Many of the devel opi ng APEC econoni es have i ndi cated
their inclination to use ECE Regul ations either unilaterally or through
accession to the 1958 Agreenent, in the short to nediumterm For the |onger
term all APEC econonies have indicated a comrtment to utilise regulations
devel oped through the 1998 Agreenent once the G obal Technical Regul ations
have been agreed.

Future Work Programre

Over the next few years it is intended to assist the devel opi ng economes to

i mpl enment donestic regulatory systens to realize their commitnents. This will
involve a multi faceted approach including assistance in inproving technica
infrastructure, training and technical advice.

Assi st ance Sought

To provide the necessary technical advice, APEC econoni es have indicated that
there woul d be considerabl e benefit in seeking guidance and advice fromthose
i nvolved in the devel opnent and adm ni stration of ECE Regul ations to assist in
establishing arrangenents that are consistent with world best practice. It
has been proposed that APEC coordinators could forward queries raised by the
APEC econonies to the six WP.29 subsidiary Working Parties for their

consi deration and response. These responses would normally be circulated to
all APEC econom es for information unless the APEC econony originating the
qgquery had indi cated otherw se.



