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 I. Proposal 

Paragraphs 12. to 12.31., amend to read: 

"12.  Transitional provisions 

12.1. Notwithstanding the transitional provisions below, Contracting Parties whose 

application of this Regulation comes into force after the date of entry into 

force of the most recent series of amendments are not obliged to accept 

approvals which were granted in accordance with any of the preceding series 

of amendments to this Regulation. 

12.2. Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall not refuse to grant 

extensions of approvals to the preceding series of amendments to this 

Regulation. 

12.3. Until the United Nations Secretary-General is notified otherwise, Japan 

declares that in relation to the installation of lighting and light signalling 

devices, Japan will only be bound by the obligations of the Agreement to 

which this Regulation is annexed with respect to vehicles of categories M1 

and N1. 

12.4. As from the official date of entry into force of the 03 series of amendments, 

no Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse to grant approval 

under this Regulation as amended by the 03 series of amendments. 

12.5. As from 12 months after the date of entry into force of the 03 series of 

amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall grant 

approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the requirements of 

this Regulation as amended by the 03 series of amendments. 

12.6. Until 36 months after the date of entry into force of the 03 series of 

amendments to this Regulation, no Contracting Party applying this 

Regulation shall refuse national or regional type approval of a vehicle type 

approved to the preceding series of amendments to this Regulation. 

12.7. Starting 36 months after the entry into force of the 03 series of amendments 

to this Regulation, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation may refuse 

first national or regional registration (first entry into service) of a vehicle 

which does not meet the requirements of the 03 series of amendments to this 

Regulation. 

12.8. As from 60 months after the date of entry into force of the 03 series of 

amendments to this Regulation, approvals to this Regulation shall cease to be 

valid, except in the case of vehicle types which comply with the requirements 

of this Regulation as amended by the 03 series of amendments.  

12.9. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 12.7. or 12.8. above, approvals 

of vehicle types to the preceding series of amendments to the Regulation 

which are not affected by the 03 series of amendments shall remain valid and 

Contracting Parties applying the Regulation shall continue to accept them. 

12.10. As from 36 months from the entry into force of Supplement 3 to the 03 series 

of amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regualtion shall grant 
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approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the requirements of 

this Regulation as amended by Supplement 3 to the 03 series of amendments. 

12.11. As from the official date of entry into force of the 04 series of amendments, 

no Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse to grant approval 

under this Regulation as amended by the 04 series of amendments. 

12.12. As from 30 months for vehicles of categories M1 and N1 and 48 months for 

vehicles of other categories after the official date of entry into force of the 

04 series of amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall 

grant approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the 

requirements of this Regulation as amended by the 04 series of amendments. 

12.13. Until 30 months for vehicles of categories M1 and N1 and 48 months for 

vehicles of other categories after the official date of entry into force of the 04 

series of amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall 

continue to grant approvals to those types of vehicles which comply with the 

requirements of this Regulation as amended by the preceding series of 

amendments. 

12.14. Approvals granted under this Regulation before 30 months for vehicles of 

categories M1 and N1 and 48 months for vehicles of other categories after the 

official date of entry into force of the 04 series of amendments and all 

extensions of such approvals, including those to a preceding series of 

amendments to this Regulation granted subsequently, shall remain valid 

indefinitively. When the vehicle type approved to the preceding series of 

amendments meets the requirements of this Regulation as amended by the 04 

series of amendments, the Contracting Party which granted the approval shall 

notify the other Contracting Parties applying this Regulation thereof. 

12.15. No Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse national or 

regional type approval of a vehicle type approved to the 04 series of 

amendments to this Regulation. 

12.16. Notwithstanding the transitional provisions above, Contracting Parties whose 

application of Regulation No. 112 comes into force after the date of entry 

into force of the 04 series of amendments to this Regulation are not obliged 

to accept approvals if the vehicle type to be approved does not meet the 

requirements of paragraph 6.1.2. and 6.2.2. as amended by the 04 series of 

amendments to this Regulation with regard to Regulation No. 112. 

12.17. Paragraph 6.19.7.3. comes into force 30 months for new types of vehicles of 

categories M1 and N1 and 48 months for new types of vehicles of other 

categories after the date of entry into force of the 04 series of amendments. 

12.18. Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall continue to grant approvals 

to vehicle types which do not meet the requirements of paragraph 5.2.1. of 

Supplement 2 to the 04 Series of amendments, if they are fitted with 

headlamps approved to Regulation No. 98 (prior to Supplement 9) or 

Regulation No. 112 (prior to Supplement 8). 

12.19. As from 36 months from the entry into force of Supplement 3 to the 04 series 

of amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall grant 

approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the requirements of 

the paragraphs 3.2.7. and 5.27. of this Regulation as amended by Supplement 

3 to the 04 series of amendments.  
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12.20. Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall not refuse to grant 

extensions of approvals to all previous versions of this Regulation which 

remain valid 

12.21. As from the official date of entry into force of the 05 series of amendments, 

no Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse to grant approval 

under this Regulation as amended by the 05 series of amendments. 

12.22. As from 48 months from the official date of entry into force of the 05 series 

of amendments, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall grant 

approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the requirements of 

this Regulation as amended by the 05 series of amendments. However, as 

from 66 months for new vehicles types of categories M1 and N1 and 

84 months for new vehicle types of other categories after the official date of 

entry into force of the 05 series of amendments to this Regulation, 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall grant approvals only if the 

new vehicle type to be approved meet the requirements of this Regulation as 

amended by the 05 series of amendments excluding paragraphs 6.2.7.6.2. and 

6.2.7.6.3. to 6.2.7.6.3.3. Existing approvals under this Regulation granted 

before these dates will remain valid indefinitely and extensions of these 

approvals shall continue to be granted after. 

12.23. Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall continue to grant approvals 

to those types of vehicles which comply with the requirements of this 

Regulation as amended by the preceding series of amendments during the 

48 months' period which follows the date of entry into force of the 05 series 

of amendments. 

12.24. No Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse national or 

regional type approval of a vehicle type approved to the 05 series of 

amendments to this Regulation. 

12.25. Existing approvals granted under this Regulation before the date of entry into 

force of the 05 series of amendment to this Regulation shall remain valid and 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall continue to accept them. 

12.26. Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall continue to grant 

approvals to those types of vehicles which comply with the requirements of 

this Regulation as amended by the preceding series of amendments during 

the 60 months' period which follows the date of entry into force of the 06 

series of amendments. Existing approvals under this Regulation granted 

before this date will remain valid indefinitely and extensions of these 

approvals shall continue to be granted after. 

12.27. No Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse national or 

regional type approval of a vehicle type approved to the 06 series of 

amendments to this Regulation. 

12.1 General 

12.1.1. As from the official date of entry into force of the most recent series of 

amendments, no Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse 

to grant approval under this Regulation as amended by this most recent 

series of amendments. 

12.1.2. As from the official date of entry into force of the most recent series of 

amendments, no Contracting Party applying this Regulation shall refuse 
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national or regional type approval to a vehicle type approved under this 

Regulation as amended by this most recent series of amendments. 

12.1.3. During the time period from the official date of entry into force of the 

most recent series of amendments and its mandatory application to new 

type approvals, Contracting Parties applying this Regulation shall 

continue to grant approvals to those types of vehicles which comply with 

the requirements of this Regulation as amended by the preceding series 

of amendments. 

12.1.4. Existing approvals under this Regulation granted before the date of 

mandatory application of the most recent series of amendment shall 

remain valid indefinitely and Contracting Parties applying this 

Regulation shall continue to recognize them and shall not refuse to grant 

extensions of approvals to them (except for what indicated in paragraph 

12.1.5. below). 

12.1.5. When the vehicle type approved to the preceding series of amendments 

meets the requirements of this Regulation as amended by the most 

recent series of amendments, the Contracting Party which granted the 

approval shall notify the other Contracting Parties applying this 

Regulation thereof. 

12.1.6. Notwithstanding paragraph 12.1.4. above, Contracting Parties whose 

application of this Regulation comes into force after the date of entry 

into force of the most recent series of amendments are not obliged to 

accept approvals which were granted in accordance with any of the 

preceding series of amendments to this Regulation. 

12.1.7. Until the United Nations Secretary-General is notified otherwise, Japan 

declares that in relation to the installation of lighting and light signalling 

devices, Japan will only be bound by the obligations of the Agreement to 

which this Regulation is annexed with respect to vehicles of categories 

M1 and N1. 

12.2. Transitional provisions applicable to 03 series of amendments. 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation: 

(a) from 10 October 2007 (12 months after the date of entry into 

force), shall grant approvals only if the vehicle type to be 

approved meets the requirements of this Regulation as amended 

by the 03 series of amendments; 

(b) up to 09 October 2009 (36 months after the date of entry into 

force) shall not refuse national or regional type approval of a 

vehicle type approved to the preceding series of amendments to 

this Regulation. 

(c) from 10 October 2009 (36 months after the entry into force) may 

refuse first national or regional entry into service of a vehicle of 

categories N2 (with a maximum mass exceeding 7.5 tonnes ), N3, 

O3 and O4 exceeding 2100 mm in width (for rear markings) and 

exceeding 6000 mm in length (for side markings), excepted 

tractors for semi-trailers and incomplete vehicles, which does not 

meet the requirements of the 03 series of amendments to this 

Regulation. 
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(d) notwithstanding paragraph 12.1.4., from 10 October 2011 (60 

months after the date of entry into force) shall no more recognize 

approvals to this Regulation granted to type of vehicles of 

categories N2 ( with a maximum mass exceeding 7.5 tons ), N3, O3 

and O4 exceeding 2100 mm in width (for rear markings) and 

exceeding 6000 mm in length (for side markings), excepted 

tractors for semi-trailers and incomplete vehicle, under a 

preceding series of amendment, that ceases to be valid. 

(e) from 12 June 2010 (36 months from the entry into force of 

Supplement 3 to the 03 series of amendments) shall grant 

approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the 

requirements of this Regulation as amended by Supplement 3 to 

the 03 series of amendments. 

(f) up to 11 January 2010 (18 months after the official date of entry 

into force of Supplement 4 to the 03 series of amendments) shall 

continue to grant approvals to new vehicle types which do not 

meet the requirements on vertical orientation of front fog lamps 

(paragraph 6.3.6.1.1.) and/or on direction indicator operating tell-

tale (paragraph 6.5.8.) and/or on daytime running lamps 

switching off (paragraph 6.19.7.3.). 

(g) up to 10 October 2011 (60 month after the official date of entry 

into force) shall continue to grant approvals to new vehicle types 

which do not meet the requirements on cumulative length of 

conspicuity markings (paragraph 6.21.4.1.3.). 

12.3. Transitional provisions applicable to 04 series of amendments. 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation: 

(a) from 07 February 2011 for vehicles of categories M1 and N1, and 

from 07 August 2012 for vehicles of other categories (respectively 

30 and 48 months after the official date of entry into force) shall 

grant approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the 

requirements of this Regulation as amended by the 04 series of 

amendments. 

(b) after 22 July 2009 (date of entry into force of Supplement 2 to the 

04 series of amendments) shall continue to grant approvals to 

vehicle types which do not meet the requirements of paragraph 

5.2.1. as amended by the Supplement 2 to 04 series of amendments 

if they are fitted with headlamps approved to 

Regulation No. 98 (prior to Supplement 9) or Regulation No. 112 

(prior to Supplement 8). 

(c) from 24 October 2012 (36 months from the entry into force of 

Supplement 3 to the 04 series of amendments) shall grant 

approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the 

requirements on voltage limitation of paragraphs 3.2.7. and 5.27 

to 5.27.4. of this Regulation as amended by Supplement 3 to the 04 

series of amendments. 

(d) up to 07 February 2011 for vehicles of categories M1 and N1 and to 

07 August 2012 for vehicles of other categories (respectively 30 

and 48 months after the official date of entry into force of 

Supplement 2 to the 04 series of amendments) shall continue to 
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grant approvals to new vehicle types which do not meet the 

requirements on switching OFF of daytime running lamps 

reciprocally incorporated with front direction indicator lamps 

(paragraph 6.19.7.6.). 

12.3.1. Notwithstanding the transitional provisions above, Contracting Parties 

whose application of Regulation No.112 comes into force after 07 August 

2008 (date of entry into force of the 04 series of amendments to the 

present Regulation) are not obliged to accept approvals if the vehicle 

type to be approved does not meet the requirements of paragraph 6.1.2. 

and 6.2.2. as amended by the 04 series of amendments to this Regulation 

with regard to Regulation No. 112. 

12.4. Transitional provisions applicable to 05 series of amendments. 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation: 

(a) from 30 January 2015 (48 months from the official date of entry 

into force) shall grant approvals only if the vehicle type to be 

approved meets the requirements of this Regulation as amended 

by the 05 series of amendments. 

(b) until 30 July 2016 for new vehicles types of categories M1 and N1 

and until 30 January 2018  for new vehicle types of other 

categories (respectively 66 and 84 months after the official date of 

entry into force) may grant approvals if the new vehicle type to be 

approved meets the requirements of one or more of paragraphs 

6.2.7.6.3. to 6.2.7.6.3.3. instead of those of paragraph 6.2.7.6.2. of 

this Regulation as amended by the 05 series of amendments. 

12.5. Transitional provisions applicable to 06 series of amendments. 

Contracting Parties applying this Regulation: 

from 18 November 2017 (60 month after the date of entry into force) 

shall grant approvals only if the vehicle type to be approved meets the 

requirements of this Regulation as amended by the 06 series of 

amendments." 

 II. Justification 

1. This proposal is based upon informal document GRE-68-09, presented by GTB at 

the sixty-eighth session of GRE. It is result of a request by GRE for GTB and OICA to 

simplify and clarify the existing transitional provisions of UN Regulation No. 48, that 

currently consist of three series of amendments that are all in force and applicable to new 

type approvals. 

2. The work to develop this proposal has been carried out within the GTB Installation 

Working Group with the full cooperation of OICA and a summary of the process followed 

can be found in the informal document presented at the sixty-eighth session of GRE 

(GRE-68-09). 

3. The objective has been to rearrange, without changing the purpose, the transitional 

provisions so that it will be possible to revert to normal UNECE practice where only the 

latest series of amendments to the Regulation are subject to proposals for amendment. This 

would then avoid the current practice, where for example a proposal is submitted to amend 

the 04 series, of identifying duplicate amendments to the 05 and 06 series. This procedure is 
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creating unnecessary secretarial work and the associated confusion where several versions 

of the Regulation are simultaneously in force.  

4. It has been concluded that by rearranging the transitional provisions, as proposed in 

this document, it will be possible to establish a practice in GRE where amendments will 

only be considered to apply to the latest series of amendments to the UN Regulation. This 

means that, when drafting amendments, care will have to be exercised accordingly. 

5. Thanks to the recent initiative of the Geneva secretariat, complete informal 

consolidations of the 04, 05 and 06 series of UN Regulation No. 48 are now available on 

the UNECE website and an informal consolidation of the 03 series will also be made 

available. This has facilitated this proposal to simplify the transitional provisions and to 

only adopt amendments to the latest series.  

6. In the rare case where, for example due to an interpretational issue, GRE considers 

that it is necessary to amend the wording in an earlier series of amendments, it will remain 

possible to amend the earlier series even though in principle it is agreed that the text of the 

series of amendments preceding the latest series is "frozen".   

    


