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The text reproduced below was prepared by the exmen the United Kingdom to insert into
Regulation No. 55 a provision to attach a secondanpling device to an unbraked @ailer.
The proposal is based on document ECE/TRANS/WPRB/&2009/13. The modifications to
the existing text of the Regulation are markedatdlcharacters or as strikethrough.

H In accordance with the programme of work of theamd Transport Committee for 2006-2010 (ECE/TRANS/AGd.1,

programme activity 02.4), the World Forum will deyg harmonize and update Regulations in ordent@aece performance of
vehicles. The present document is submitted ificcomty with that mandate.
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A. PROPOSAL

Insert a new paragraph 2.1 read:

"2.16. "Secondary coupling devicé means a chain, wire rope, etc., fitted to a Cla®®
coupling head as defined in paragraph 2.6.2., capbbin the event of separation of
the main coupling, of preventing the trailer drawba from touching the ground
and providing some residual steering action on theailer ."

Annex 1

Insert a new paragraph 9.4 read:

"9.4.  For class B coupling heads, is the coupling & intended
to be fitted to an unbraked Q trailer:......................ccee i ienvnn Yes/NoO 27

Annex 5

Paragraph 1.5amend to read:

"1.5.  Manufacturers of towing brackets shall inaogie attachment points to which either
secondary couplings or devices necessary to entise trailer to be stopped
automatically in the event of separation of the m@oupling, may be attached—*his

. . ' sadicle L ith the ) of

Paragraph 2.1amend to read:

"2.1.  Coupling heads of Class B50 ...... retain the presdrifferacteristics.

Coupling heads intended to be fitted to unbraked ©trailers shall be fitted with a

secondary coupling device or at least attachment pa(s) to permit the connection

of a secondary coupling device(s). The attachmepbint(s) shall be positioned such
that when in use, the secondary coupling device(slpes not restrict the normal

articulation of the coupling.

Coupling heads shall be designed .............. the wedletoupling devices."
Annex 6

Insert a new paragraph 3.2.th read:

"3.2.4. The secondary coupling device(s) attachmempbint(s) referred to in Annex 5,
paragraph 2.1. shall withstand a static force equiaent to 2D with a maximum of
15 kN."



ECE/TRANS/WP.29/GRRF/2009/32
page 3

B. JUSTIFICATION

The Working Party on Brakes and running Gear (GRREpested the expert from the United
Kingdom to prepare a proposal for amendment to Réign No. 55 including the comments
from the experts and clarifying the requirementsafsecondary coupling device attachment.

Currently, there is a requirement in Regulation N®.for braked trailers to be fitted with a
device which automatically applies the brakes mdkent of a separation of the main coupling.
Alternatively for trailers with a maximum authorisenass not exceeding 1500 kg, a secondary
coupling (chain, wire rope, etc.) may be fitted,iett) in the event of a separation of the main
coupling, will prevent the trailer drawbar ('A' fine) from touching the ground and provide some
steering. This proposal reduces the scope for fitroésecondary coupling devices to unbraked
trailers; i.e. those with a maximum total axle wtigot exceeding 750 kg.

Regulation No. 13 stipulates:
"5.2.2. Vehicles of category O

5.2.2.1. Trailers of categoryi@eed not be equipped with a service braking syshewgver, if
a trailer of this category is equipped with a segvibraking system, it must satisfy the
same requirements as a trailer of categary O

5.2.2.9. The braking systems must be such thattrdiker is stopped automatically if the
coupling separates while the trailer is in motioHowever, this provision shall not
apply to trailers with a maximum mass not exceedirtgtonnes, on the condition that
the trailers are equipped with, in addition to toeipling device, a secondary coupling
(chain, wire rope, etc.) capable, in the eventeagasation of the main coupling, of
preventing the drawbar from touching the ground prmyiding some residual steering
action on the trailer.”

It is not absolutely clear from paragraph 5.2.a8ve that this provision applies to unbraked O

trailers. However, from a road safety perspectives paramount that a secondary coupling is
fitted to unbraked trailers. Therefore, it seemaspnable to remove the secondary coupling
provision from Regulation No. 13 and incorporati& iRegulation No. 55.



